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" . on the 19th May, was devoted to the con- |
ggeg“nt)?g? mwupecu of for.e{gq affairs under the heads
of the general international situation including the League of
Nations, the European situation, and the Pacific and the Far
East.

is Majesty’s Government in the United King.

doxonn tt)hetaba“Secx'eOft:lx'y of tat); for F Affairs made compre-
hensive statements under all these heads. He also kept the Con-
ference informed of the current international situation. State-
ments as to the views of their respective Governments were made
bv the Prime Ministers of Canada, the Commonwealth of
A)\Ixstralia New Zealand, and the Union of South Africa, and by
the Marq'uess of Zetland on behalf of the Indian Delegation.
General appreciation of all these reviews was expressed. The
statements on behalf of the Delegations were followed by fu1.1‘ and
frank discussion, and it was agreed that the ex e of views,
especially at the present juncture of international affairs, was of
at value to the representatives gathered at the Conference.

uring the discussions emphasis was laid on the importance of |

i actice of communication and consultation be
?\ff:::\o‘t)}‘\ggrg;gésgﬁovemmems as a help to the co-ordination
\g! htlalc(‘le:ﬁ(eretxce recorded the results of its deliberations on the
subject of foreign affairs in the following statemtfent th - .

The representatives of the (Joveg'mnemsc :ni . 211,'\
Commonwealth of Nations gathered in the erence, have
in the course of their Yroc_wdmgs_had an tth?onuqxt} g[\
exchanging views upon foreign aMairs and xx:itenzétn(»xlj§,
situation as it affects their respective interests and responsi-
b“{‘\l’(}?iie no attempt was made to formulate commitments, W hich
in any event could not be made effective until appmﬁm."_u'ld
confirmed by the respective Parliaments, the r.eprimmfm\:w\
of the Governments concerned found themselves in i\(t Agr}u
ment upon a number of general propositions Wwhich they
thought it desirable to set out in the present st?te{\nex?. :

Thus they agreed that for each member of the lem}‘t(\hg‘
wealth the first objective is the preservation of peace. b:}‘\ i
view the settlement of differences that may ar\l(slebe ‘ m‘jﬁ
nations and the adjustment of g\atmnal needs shou 8 .5(!11\'.1’
by methods of co-operation, joint enquiry and conci :an?ni.‘ It
i< in such methods, and not in recourse to the use o 4_{1 ree
between nation and nation, that the surest guarantee will De

g 4 and agreed that nothing in this statement should be
* It was understood and agree gs(‘,ovemmCﬂts in the 1,.“1,.‘1

. iminish the right of His Majesty vernn ' United
ll"((i‘:g(;::ngucn:x‘mda. the Cmnmonwc.\hh‘uf Australia, Ncrdzwl‘::d-:;?“, 1
Union of South Africa, and the Government «.:i mn x:wnxbiv ’ a
and support their statements of policy as submitted to the /

League of Nations in September, 1936
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found for the improvement of international relations and r
for mutual engagements, espect

Holding thc,:se views and desiring to base their policies u
the aims and ideals of the League of Nations, thcypf(ound thgr(:lxI
selves unanimous in declaring that their respective armaments
will never be used for é)uqmscs of aggression or for any purpose
inconsistent with the Covenant of the League of Nations or the
Pact of Paris. At the same tie, being impressed with the desir-
ability of strengthening the influence of the League by the
enlargement of its membership, they united in expressing the
view that this object would be facilitated by the separation of
the Covenant from the Treaties of Peace. Observing that in
respect of certain regions in which a number of States have
special interests, regional agreements of friendship and collabora-
ton between individual members of the British Commonwealth
and the other States so interested have been entered upon or
may be contemplated, they welcomed all such agreements insofar
as they can be made to contribute to the cause of peace, and
do not conflict with the Covenant of the League of Nations.

They noted with interest the statement made on behalf of the
Australian Delegation at the opening Plenary Meeting that
Australia would greatly welcome a regional understanding and
pact of non-aggression by the countries of the Pacific, and
would be prepared to collaborate to that end with all the peoples
of the Pacific region in a spirit of understanding and sympathy.
They agreed that if such an arrangement could be made it
would be a desirable contribution to the cause of peace and
to the continued maintenance of friendly relations in the Pacific,

and that it should be the subject of further consultation between
Governments.

They all desired earnestly to see as wide a measure of dis-
armament as could be obtained. At the same time they were
agreed that the several Governments of which they are the
representatives are bound to adopt such measures of defence as
they may deem essential for their security, as well as for the
fulfilment of such interrational obligations as they may respec-
tively have assumed.

Being convinced that the influence of each of them in the
cause of peace was likely to be greatly enhanced by their com-
mon agreement to use that influence in the same direction, they
declared their intention of continuing to consult and co-operate
with one another in this vital interest and all other matters

ol common concern.

The representatives of the several Governments concerned

further had under review the possibility of reviving confidence
and increasing the stability of economic and financial conditions
in the world, a process which they considered essential to the
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