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by Greg Mmdkx.
Imagine spending a seme r.

studying at sea. Leave Vancouver In
September, sail around the world
with 400 other students, and arrive.
in Florida one week befoie Christ-
mas.

To make your 100 days cf study
more memorable, inçude stops in
the Orient, India, Tuirkey,the USSR,
Yugoslavia, and Spain..1

interested? Weil, two U of A stu-
dents were interested, and are now
at sea aboard the S.S. Universe,
studying under the Semester at Sea
program.

Lee-Ann Abramski and Rod
Campbell, both from the Edmon-
ton area,,eRt Vancouver early in
September and set sail for Japan
with 400 other university students
fromn around the world. This was
the beginning of their voyage.

.The ship, the S.S. Universe, is
actually a ful-accredited liberal arts
university, with classrooms, ibrary,
theatre, medical, and sports facili-
des. It has a capacity of about 500
students and faculty.

Rod, who studies business at the
U of A, is taking 3 business courses
on the ship, plus a core course in
international studies.

'The best thing is ail the courses
have an international aspect te
them," he said over the ship's tele-
phone. "For instance, you study
about Japan, then you visit Japan.»

Field trips included the Matsu-
shita Electric Company in Japan,
and the Hyundai Motor Company
in Korea.

Lee-Ann is taking music, anthro-
pology, and business in addition te
the core course.

"I find it difficuit because you
have te change your focus ail the

tirne," shesaid. "Oiie minute you're
traveling in ail these différent
countries and then you corne back
(to the ship) and you're expected
tà start wortclng again."

»'The first three weeks 1 was seas-
ick ail the time,» she added.

The bulk of the student popula-
tion for this semester at sea is Amer-
ican, with the exception of nîne
Canadians, and a, handful frcmn
abroad.

80 days into the voyage, Lee-Ann'
said, "lt's been just incredible. You
Iearn se much about yourself and
about other people of the world."

Rod notedi in his travel log that
while in Hong Kong, "the disco was
hilarlous. Whenever we stepped
on the dance floor we were sur-
rounded by Chinese who would
mimic us."

"'ve made friends 1 know l'Il
havé for the rest of my life," said
Lee-Ann.

Other than a case of acute ap-
pendicitis and lots of seasickness,
the voyage has te this point gone
fine, even though delayed a bit by
Typheon Ellen between Heng Kong
and Malaysia.

dean on board, who is *recruited
along with faculty for each semnes-
ter. The current dean is Attilio
Favorini, chair of the theatre arts
department at the University of
Pittsburgh. The' U of Pittsburgh,
incidentally, is the officiai academic
sponsor of Semester at Sea.

Favorini cails the experience
"especially enjoyable and enrich-
ing:,

l've gotten to pal areund with
undergrads in a way that I haven't
done at my regular university for a
while,» he said.
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S.. Universe, university orn the waves

Favorini says the group aboard
the IJniverse is in a smallway repre-
sentative of ani international stu-
dent body, and would like te eee
the program become more weIl-
known among Canadian students.

This semfester is the f irst te have'
had a stopover in the USSR, which
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both Rod and Lee-Ann took advan-
tage of. The S.S. Universe will go te
Vugosiavia and Spain before arriv-
ing in Florida December 20.

Rod says he is anxious te be back
home for Christmas, but Lee-Ann
said she would leave for another
semester at sea with no complaints..

The next semester leaves Nassau,
Bahamas, in january 1987. -

.There is stitl plenty cf timne 10
enrol, as i.ee-Ann made itwitfi only
two weeks' notice. Ohi, yeah. Thse
tuition fee? Starts at about $M80.
U.S.
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cAmEi I CUALW[TIBPY
one of the fastest-growing health

professions in Canada

ACCELERATED DEGREE PROcGRAM
BScOT in 23 months

(based on two years' previous university)
Application deadline: 1 March 1987

for details write or phone
Department of Occupational Therapy

University of Aberta, Edmonton T6G 2G4
(403)432-249915949
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