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rOed iteif into her nostrils and
îPt into lier lunge.
51he struggled feebly for a few
'Onde and thon collapsed in a heap
the ground.

Whlen Joan Endermine camne to lier
'ses elle found heiseif in a snmall
31n, Borne ten feet square. She was
11g in a buik on a heap of nets and

B 6ale. There was an overwheim-
1 smell of tar and lamp 011. tiavour-
wltb a very unpieaeant odour of
".A lamp swung from the ceiing

an angle wnicli showed that the
It was heeling over un-der a stiif
'ee The water gurgled past the
Lnkis, but otherwise there was sil-

Gan Endermine raised herseif from
unsavoury coucli, and pressed lier

1dis to ber forehlead. She was stili
zy, andi the motion of the boat made

f eel viek. S4he tstared round lier
a few seconds, and then iay clown

LIU.
PWO' minutes later the hateli was
chled back, and a breath of f reali
came into the cabin. Vhenl a mail

'eled himself clown the iadder, and
down on the opposite bencli. He

a a tali, thin man witli a brown,
îldsome face. Hts hair and eyez
re as blackt as jet, and lie was un-
3takabiy a foreigner.
You are botter, niadam?" lie
tried, spoalting with a very eliglit
eut.
Wliat is the meanlng of this?", ah-
ýd, fierceiy. "Who are you?" Wliy
'c you brouglit me here?".
Why not?" lie answered, wlth a
ug of bis broad ehoulders. "Mad-
rliali receive every attention. You
il be on a fine slip, wliere you

have, every comfort. Champagne
'ou like it, eh? For thia-and lie
sited round the cabln-'"we muet
logise."j
What do you want witli me?" elle
anied. She feit iso sick that aile
Id not oven think of lier possible

~.She iay back on thie nets and
aand closed lier eyes.

It la Mr. Lowick wbo wants. you,"
man replied, wltb a smnile. "We
'taking you to hlm."

ler oniy answer was a groani.
1wlll get you a brandy and soda,

lum," said thie man, politeiy. "Al
will bo over In a few minutes.
shall have every comnfort, every

iury, if you will do as we wleh."
le went ýto a locker, and taking out
le botties and -a gss mixed a
tidY and soda. Whea lie offered it

slowiy acrose it to tho edge of the
sea. He moved very siowiy indeed,
shuffiing bis feet along inc by inch,
and stopping as if oxhausted after lie
liad traversed evory yard. This was
not to bie wondered at, seoing tliat bis
ankies wero fetterod witb a beauy
cliain, andi that lie dragged behinti bim
a bail of solid i on weighing a huîî-
dred pounds.

Tliree months had passed since
Raipli Lowick liad been taken out of
the darknees of bis cabin and rowed
a-ehore to this ionely Island in the
South Pacific-tbree mdntlis of insuît
and degradation and pain. Hie skiri
haci been 'burnt a dark brown, and bis
black bair was fiecked with grey,
but hie eunken eyes burnt as fiorceiy
as ever. Hie spirit was yet unbroken.

He knew now with whom he liat to
deai. A baud of adventurers, bound
together by a common purpose, had
outwitted and forestalled the Goveru-
monts of Europe in the contest for
suýpremacy. Thoir object was the
glory of no particular nation, for they
numbered ail nations in their ranke,
but eimpiy and soiely the plunder of
humanity. Their leader was a wealtby
Spanlard, wlio was Engliali on bis
mother's side, and who unlited the dog-
ged courage of the Anglo-Saxon race
with the fierce hot-blooded cruel-
ty of the people who hati conquered
South Amnerica with fire and eword.
He chose to be known as Senor Smith,
and Raîpli Lowlck had neyer beard
bis real naine. It was doubtful, In-
deed, If anyone knew It, for lie was
one of those men who, wben thoy
emerge front obscurity, flnd it advls-
able to forget their paet. Ail that
Lowick knew of hlm lie had heard
from the man'is own lipe. There were
noue of bis followers wlio would have
dared to diseuse their master'a affaire
with the prieoner, 'lest the gossip
ehould coule back to their maeter's
ears. He waa feared by everyone who
served under hlm, and loved by some,
for lie was a modern type of the o14
buccaneer-fearlese, feroclous, and 'a
leader of mon.

But so far Raipli Lowick liad held
bis own. Tliey kept him short of foodi
and often of water. Ocesionally, but
not often, lie wae iashed wlth a-whlp,
but the chaîne were neyer taken off
bis ankles. Yet bis spirit was stil
unbroken, and lie defled the ruffians to
do their worGt. Ho knew they wouid
flot kiII hlm so long as there was. a
chance of forcing hlm to speak. Ho
was oiy waiting bis opportunity to
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