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t to a situation of wiicli he could
SYen have dreamed, and which left
breathless. But for Spearman,

O)uslY,,It was nlot that., Following
flon1committal nod of acknowledg-
t Of Sherrill's introduction and
frst steady scrutiny of Alan, the
liandsome man swuxug himself off
1 the desk on which lie sat and
ed against It, facing themn more
etly'
)II, Yes-Conrad," lie said. His.

W ýas hearty; in1 it Alan could
gnize Cflly s0 mucli of reserve as
lit be expected fromn Sherrill's
fier Who had taken an attitude of
ý'sitIGn. The shipmnasters, looking
COIIld see, no0 doubt, not even that;
ýPt for the excitement which Alan
8elf could nlot conceal, it must
ear to them only an ordlnary in-
luction.
lin fOuglit sharply down the swift
1 ) is blood and the tightening

li mfuscles.
cal' Bay truly that i'glad to

Yeu, Mr. Spearman," lie

~3EWas no0 recognition of any-
thin1g beyond the mere surface

tingfl of thle words in Spearman's
e 8 1 il1e W acknowledgment, as he

~froIn Alan to Sherrili.
1 "afraîd you've taken rather a

tiflie, Lawrence.,,

Y1'e busy, yenumean. This can

lieiate.,,

1 Went Bomne of these men to be
SMichigan to-niglit. Can't we

,together later-this afternoon?
libe about here this afternoon?."

idanner was nlot casual; .Alan
flot thInk of any expression of

Inar as being casual; but this,
thOlit, came as near it as Spear-

1'eUdCore.

Stll i cau be here th 1Is after-
~'Alan sald.

ý"W'ouiId twvo.thirty suit you ?"
well as any other time."

'ets aY two-thlrty, then." Spear-
~3 undand noted the hour almost

îcito1isly among the scrawled ap-
[ItIIflents on1 bis deali pad; straiglit-
'nafter tie act of dismissal, lie

lkdWith 'them to the do>or, bis
donSherrill's shoulder.
'el""ntaneshave put us-Mr.

errill anid filYsef-in a very dIffi-
It DositO 1 , Conirad," hée remarked.

Wf 'Iich to be fair to ail con-

'lot finish the sentence, but
athe door. Sherrilil went ont,

ha IlI folowed him; exasperation
'f utrage yet hait admiration-

1 )lran's bearing, beld Alan
~i]s.The blood rushed h'otly

"l'in as the door closed lbhind
Ili. hands clenched, and' lie

bac f th cosed door; then
il~e himseîf and followed Sher-

Sobuivirti to- Alan's excite-
re d te way tothe door which

DIiVt ame. Ho 'opened It,
'ýr an mpty room, somewhat

it SPearman's and simlar
'e"e'Dt that Rt lacked.tlhe marks
ri cnsat uise. It was plain that,
I.,Perianhad chosen te put of

i IlOf Alan's status, Sherrili
0Q a nw Nhat next to do; lie
rIe11 tant In thouglit, then, con-ý

ir, sel with Invltiag Alan to
exCfl5ej himself to return

10811 'e-Whei lie ba gone,
tir door behlnd hlm, Alan

bcgan to puce swiftly up and down
the room.

Wliat had just passed liad left hirn
stili breathless; lie felt bewildered.
If every movement o! Spearman's'
great, handsome body had not re-
called to hlm their struggle o! the
niglit before-if, as Spearman's hand
rested cordially on Sherrill's shonîder,
Alan had not seemed to feel again
that big hand ut his throat-he would
almost have been ready to believe
that this wvas nlot the man whom hie
had fouglit. But lie could iltdob
that; lie had recognized Spearman
beyond question. And Spearman had
recognized hlm lie was sure o! that;
lie could nlot for an instant doubt it;
Spearman-had known i was Alan
'- bom lie had fouglit in Corvet's bouse
even before Sherrill had brouglit them
together. Was tliere not further proof
o! that .in Spearman's subsequent
manner toward hlm? For what 'vas
ail this cordiality except defiance?
Undoubtediy Spearman had acted just
as lie had to show how undisturbed
lie was, how indifferent lie miglit be
te any accusation Alan could make.
Not having told Sherrili of the en-
counter in the house-not having told
any one else-Alan could not tell it
now, after Sherrill had lnformed hlm
that Spearman opposed bis accession
to Corvet's estate; or, at least, lie
couId nlot tell who the man was, lu'
the face 0f Spearmun's manner to-
ward hlm to-day, Sherrili would flot
believe. If Speurman denied it-and
bis story of bis return to town that
inorning made It perfectly certain that
hoe would deny lt-lt would be only
Alan's word against Spearman's-the
word of a stranger unknow n to Sher-
ril except by Alan's own accounit o!
himself and the inferénces frein Cor-
vet's acts. There could be no0 risk to
Spearman in that; lie hail nothing
te fear if Alan blurted an accusation
against hlm. Spearman, perhaps,
even wanted hlm to do that-hoped
lie would do i. Nothing.could more
discredit Alan than such an unsustain-
able accusation against the partner
Who was opposing Alan's taking bis
fatber's place. For it had been plain
that Spearman dominated Shernill, and
that SherrIll felt confidence In and ad-
miration toward hlm.

A IAiN grew hot with the realization
that, in the Interview, Spear-

man had aiso domlnated hlm. He
had been unable to find anything ade-
quate to do; anything adequate to
answer, In 'opposition to this man
more thon flfteen years older than
himself- and having a lifelong experi-
ence Indealing with a&l kinds o! men.
Hle would not- yield to Spearman like
tl'at agaîn; It was the bewilderment
of hie recognition of Spearman that
had made hlm do It. Alan stopped
hxs 'pacing and fiung hlmself down Iu
the leather desk-chair which had been
Coryet's. Hie could heur, at Intérvals,
Spearmun's* heavy, genial -voice ad-
dresslng the slip mon In his office;
its tones-half of comrudeship, hli
of com.mand-told only too plainly bis
domînance over those men also. Hie
heard Spéarma.n's office door open
and some' of the men go out; after
a timo It opened again, and the rest'
went ont, He heard Snearman's
volce In the enter office, then heard
It again as Spearmian returned alone
Into is prIvate office,

Tbere 'was a telephone upon Cor-
vetla desk whli ulndoilbteiy
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