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to discountenance any wrong-doing, there would be little

o! it. *Tbey bave not yet adopted that attitude witb

any degree of enthusiasin. 'the campaign funds are still

being coilected. The unwise paxty worker is stiil being

protected and rewarded. The day of tacit agreements

and election petition "saw-ofls"' is not yet passed. Nor

wiIl they fade away until that distant day when the

average 'citizen ceases to be a partisan.

L ERAVING ou side the éditorial exaltation of tbe able
gentlemen who write for the excellent politi 'cal

press- of Manitoba and particularly of Winnipeg, it

miust be acknowledged, in 'the cold light of the returns,

that Hon. R. P. Roblin's policy of public ownersbip of

MANITOBA.'S MAJOR- telephones lias scored a notable
ITV FOR PUBLIC success. Wlth a popular majorlty
OW% E R 'ST-IFP of more than four tbousand, and
nearly ail the imiportan ,t cities and towns in favour of

the Roblin-Campbeil act, the independent observer muist

concede that the I'Manitobans have been favourably in-
pressed with the government's position. A triumph for

public ownershipit is. More than this, the election was

notable in that it was the first turne in Canada of a

genuie referendum being subrnltted to the people of a

whole province. The course pursued by the Roblin Gov-

ernient ini respect of this legislation was identical with

that foilowed in carrying througb a referendumn in Swit-
zerland, the h~ome of this modern variation of a mode of

setliling publie or tribal questions that saw its rise
ainong the Teutons. The Governmnent of Manitoba sub-

niitted its measure to the Legislature ; the Legislature

passed it and referred it to the people for endorsernent ;
the niajority of the people voted lu its favour. The

rnachinery worked weil, but the referendumn, as a ineans

of legislation, will neyer commend itseif to the whole
people of Canada, who are conservative enougli to hold

the small investor, in defiance of such alliances, bas be-
corne the football of contending factions.

BY the time the bill for compulsory voting shall have
emerged froi the commnittee stage-if ever it gets

that far-it probably wiil have been so severely

man-handled that its own father wilI flot know it. 'The

plan is to penalise abstainers froin balloting, and they

A N are to suifer ini two ways. They

IMPRACTICABLE are to lose theïr franchise and
PROPOSITION they are fiable to be amerced in
any sumn fot exceeding $ioo.

But, lu the attempti to compel. iznorant or uninterest-
ed citizens to appear at the poils the advocates of the
bill seem to have forgotten somte few things. Take, for
instance, the case of the nianhood-suifrage voters i On-
tarÎo who avail theinselves, or who do not avail thein-
selves., as the case may bie, of the privîleore of register-
ing. In November, 1904, somte six thousand regîstra-
fions were made ini Toronto, and there was a simnilar:
proportion elsewhere. Now, bow are the ',conipulsory-
voting Avocates o-oing successfully to« get after the man-
hlood saffrage Citizen ? If lie will flot register, bis naine
is not on the voters' list, and no governient cani devise
machinerv to "round uip" somte thousands of men wbose
naines nobody knows. Thuis the uninterested manbood
suffrage citizen escapes doic- what hie does not want to
do, wbile the uninterested householder, whose naine is
already on the municipal liats, mnust proceed to the polis
and cast a ballot or else suifer the pains and penalties
set forth in the bill.

T RIS, thou<h, is not the mnost absurçi feature of the
prospective workings of this opera bouffe measure.

Ini Manitoba everybody registers. Ail mnale citi-
zens who are qualifled, froni iiionaire to scavenger,
must annually proceed to the registration booths, if they

A N OP~EIR A desire to be enroiled as voters.

BOUFVE PROPOSAI. No other method o!securing the
compilation of voters' lists would

be satisfactory lu the Prairie Province with its rapidly
sblftin- Population anid its inany rural districts ini whicb
munnicip~al àrganisation exists only in an embryotic forni.
Governinents of Manitoba, both Liberal and Conserva-
tive, have foumd universal registration to be tbe saneat
and fairest plan. Under the proposed federal act the
citizen who lias taken the trouble to register ýand at
election tiine finds that neither candidate suits hini is


