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— plains\ of Chaska Water. As he neared wildly, bringing his mother and sister to

the home of Stubby Tail she caught the surface. They were powerless to do
sight of him. § gave a warning anything, But. they stood by watching
shriek, sending the family scurrying to and sympathetic till thessight of the re.
cover. Stubby Tail quickly followed. turning boy drove them once.more he.
But they Had ot been quick enough. low the surface. . )
Billy Johnstone saw the flash of yellow Arrupng, the boy pulled up thq trap
bodies, He approached the hole and and with a sharp tap on the animal’s
uncoiled a smooth string about six feet nose with a blunt club, he lquickly
in length. One end of thig he looped to ended its life. .
form a miniature lasso. This end he Stubby Tail was now left alone with

stretched around the inside of the hole
about half an inch below the surface.
Very carefully so as not to disturb the
loop he stretched the remaining length
of cord out across the prairie. Throwing

her daughter. For the daughter thig
was in a way providential. The
mother now devoting all her time to
the training of her remaining offspring,
So when summer had come almost to a

) himself down, he lay with the end of close, the daughter went out upon the
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the cord tight grasped in one hand, his prairie a full-fledged gopher and dug
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a home of her ‘own. So Stubby Taﬁ

The gopher is not so innocent as he looks

eyes watching the entrance of the hole.

A few minutes later Stubby Tail, ap-
proaching the surface, caught sight of
the cord apound the hole. Memories
were still fresh in her mind of that day
when a similar loop had tightened
around her neck and pulled her scream-
ing and wriggling into the air. The
family were close at her heels. Stubby
Tail, pointing ‘out the grey loop, told
them of its dangers, adding, as they
turned to descend, that none of them
were to return to the surface until she
gave them leave. .

But the largest brother wanted to go
out onto the grass and into the sunshine.

He loitered behind on the downward

. journey. Where the hole broadened a
little at the upward turn he stopped to
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think. Finally, deciding that this grey-
ish thing, scarcely larger than a bit of
last year’s grass, could not be very
dangerous, he started for the surface.

Some gophers are like some boys, it
seems they must always learn their
lessons in life from experience rather
than accept the teachings of those older
and wiser than themselves. With gophers
this course is more dangerous than with
men. They seldom survive the first ex-
perience.

As the two peaking eyes and the tip
of his head came peeking above the sur-
face, the cord tightened with a sharp
twitch. Billy Johnstone jumped to his
feet. With another twist on the snare
he tossed the animal high in the air. He
swung the little grey brown body in a
wide circle and then, with the velocity
gained, dashed it with a dull thud upon
the earth. The little animal kicked for
a moment spasmodically, then was dead,

So the two remaining youngsters
learned their second lesson, Their brother
had paid for, his disobedience with
his life. This example gave them full
realization of the worth of their mother’s
knowledge.

Many days now passed without sign of

danger or anything happening to mar the

placidity of their lives. The youngsters
began going farther and farther away
from the home nest. Many hours each’

.
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day they spent away from their moth-
er’s side. When they wanted to go to
the surface they did not now wait for
her to lead. the way.

One hot windless afternoon Billy John-
stone once more made his way to the
plains of Chaska Water and, laving to
pass the spot where Stubby Tail made
her home, he thrust a trap into the hole.
“Just for luck,” he remarked to himself
as he did so.

At the time the entire family- were
below ground. A few minutes later,
however, {he remaining  brother de-
eided to go up. Being in a hurry and
with no thought of danger, he forgot his
mother’s first given instruction.  WWith
never a glance ahead, he rushed to the
surface, His impetuosity threw hoth Lis
fore feet upon the pan of the trap. The
lightning quick jaws closed upon them,
barely missing taking in his head. A
terrible fear seized. him, which was
heightened a moment later by the grip-

ping pain of the trap. He screamed

) was left once more alone.

During his« many visits to Chaska
Water plain, Billy Johnstone had not
failed to notice Stubby Tail. Twice
he had lain near to the hole without
snare or trap to catch a sight of the
old -mother. Stubby Tail was larger
than most of her kind in the vicinity
and ‘her scarred tail marked her ag
different. Billy had become interested
in her.

With the arrival of the holidays, Billy
got a small box camera. It was upon
the acquiring of this treasure that an
idea came into his head. He was a true
sportsman and the thought appealed to
him. He would photograph the little
animal. The boy thrilled at the
thought. This would be real sport,
The stalking of this cunning little
animal, the obtaining of its picture was
certainly an undertaking well worthy
of any sportsman.

Filled with excitement at this new
form of chase, the boy, one hot sun-
shiny afternoon, started off for Chaska
Water plain and the home of Stubby
Tail.

Arriving, he set the camera a few
feet away from the hole and focused, it
upon the light sandy mound that rose
behind, hoping by so doing to catch a
full view of Stubby as she emerged.

Into the side of the camera, a little
below the protruding piece of steel
which worked the shutter, he drove a
pin. Fastening one end of a cord, some
twenty feet in length, to the shutter
control, he passed the cord down
around the outjutting pin. With the
pin offering a leverage, he could lie
some twenty feet away and when
Stubby Tail appeared, a gentle pull on
the string would snap the shutter.

This done, he stretched back the cord
with great care and lay down to wait.
Stubby Tail had been at the surface
When the boy had come into sight. On
his near approach she had promptly

Disturbed at their work of destruction

dived to the bottom of the hole and,
with all her old caution, did not hurry
to cone up again.

Stretehed  on the grass under the
broiling sun, Billy lay motionless with
eves fastened upon the mound in front
of him. An hour passed; still there
Was no sign of the quarry, - He grew
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