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plains of Chaska Water. As ho neared
the home of Stubby Tail she caught
sight of him. Sb@ gave a warning
shriek, sending the fbmily scurrýing to
cover. Stubby. Tail quickly followed.
But they Ir.>Inot been quick.enough.
Billy Johnstone saw the flash of yellow
bodies. Hé approached the hole and
uncoiled a smooth string about six feet
in length. One end of thip he looped to
form a miniature lasso. This end lie
st&etched around the inside of the hole,
about haif an inch below the surface.
Very carefully so as not to, disturb the
loop he stretched the remaining length
of cord out across the Prairie. ThroWing
himself down, lie iay with the end of
the cord tiglit grasped in one hand, bis

eyes watcbing the entrance of the bole
ýA few minutes later Stubby Tail, ap

proaching the surface, caught siglit (
the cord anonmnd the hole. Memoriec
wvere stili fresh in lier mind of that da3
when a sirnilar loop had tighiténed
around ber neck and pulled ber serean-
ing and wriggling into tbe air. Th(
family were close at ber heels. Stubby
Tail, pointing 'out the grey loop, toid
thém of its dangers, adding, as they
turned to descend, that none of t her
wére to return to thé surface until she
gave thein leave.

But thé largest brother wanted to go
out onto the grass and into the sunshine
He boitered behind on the downward
journey. Wbere the hole broadeneda
littie at the upward turn hé stopped tothink. Finally, deciding that this gréy-ish thing, scarcçly larger than a bit ofIast year's grass, could not be veen
dangerous, lie started for the surfa-ce.

Sorne gophers are like some boys, i
seems they must always learn thieir
lessons in life from experience rather
than accpt thé teachings of thiosé older
and wiser than themselvés. With gophers
this course is more dangerous than with
men. They seldom survive the first ex-
perience.

As the two péaking eyes and the tip
of bis bead came peeking above the suyr-
face, thé cord tightened with a sharp
twitch. Billy Johnstone juxnped to bis
feet. With another twist on the snare
hé tossed thé animal high. in thé air. N1e
swung thé littlé gréy brown body in a
wide cirele and then, with thé velocitv
gained, dashed it with a dull thud upon
thé earth. Thé littie animal kicked for
a mnomient spasmodically, then was dead.

So thé two rémaining youngsters
learned their seoond esson. Their brother
lîad paid for Ib]is disobedience with
lus life. This example gave thiem ful
realization of thé worth of tlîeir mother's
know-ledye.

Manv days now passed without sicrn of
danger or anything happening to mar the
placidity -of thîcir lives. The youngsters
began going farther and farthler away'
from thé home nest. Many hours eaéh
day they spent away fromi their mothi-
er's sidé. VWhîen they wanted to go to
thé surface they did not now wait for
bier to lea4,,,thé vay.

One ]lot windless afternoon Billy Johin-
Stone once more mnade biis -wav to thé
plains of Chiaska Water and, I.,aving to
pass thé spot where Stubby Tail inade
lier borne, hée tbrust a trap i iîto the lhole.
'4Just foi' luek," lie remarked to Iiiinself
as lie did so..

At thé tinie thé éntire family,-owre
below -round. A few inttes lai er,
howeVer, thé remailling brotlher de-
QidWl to go lup. Being in a hurry and
with no thouglit of dang1Ier, lie forgot bis
înother's first given instruct ion. Wijth
neyer a glance abiead, lie rilshOej to the
surface. Dis irnpletuosit.- tliureNw- both bIis
fore feet iupon the pan of thée trap. Tlie
lightning qcîiek jaws closed nii tblemn,
barely nîising taking in bis Ilead.
terrible fear seizedchiml, whieh n a
béightened a moment hater by the 'gril)-
ping pain of the trap. 11e sCïeained

wildly, bringing bis mnother and sister to
the surface. They -weré powerless te do
anything. But they stood by watching
and sympathetie tili thesight of the re-
turning boy drove thérn once .inore hé.
low the surfacé.

Arriving, thle boy pulled ù'p thé trap
and with a sharp tap on the animal5nose with a blunt club, loiequ!ckîy
ended its life.

Stubby Tail was now lef t alone with
ber daugliter. Fier thé daughter ii
was in a way providential. The
mother now devoting ail her time te
the training of .lier remaining offsprin.
,So when Bummer had corne almost toa
close, the daugliter went out upon thé
prairie a full-fledged gophér and duga home of lier 'own. So Stubby Tail
was left once more alone.

During bis c many visits to Clîaska,
Water plain, Billy Jolinstone had not
failed to notice Stubby Tail. Twice
ho had lai near te the hole without
silare or trap to catch a sight of the
old -miother. Stubby Tail was larger
tban most of bier kind in the vicinity
and her scarred tail xnarked bier as
lifferent. Billy had become interested
n ber.

With the arrivai of the holidays, Bill7
got a mall box camera. It was upon
he acquiring of tlîis treasure that an
idea came into bis head. R1e was a true
portsman and the tliought appealed to
him. 11e -*would pbotograph the little
animal. The býoy tlîrilled at thé
thoughit. This would be real sport.1he stalking of this cunning littie
nimal, the obtaining of its picture waa
.ertainly an undertaking well worthy
:f any sportsman.
Filled with excitement a-b ibis new
rm of dbase, thé boy, 0one bot sun-

[îiny afternoon, started off for Chaska
Xater plain and the home of Stubby

Arriving, hée set thé camera a few
feet away from thé hole and focused it
upon thé light sandy inound thiat rosé
behind, hoping by so, doing to catch a
full view of Stubby as slie emerged.

Into thé aide cof thé camera, a little
below thé protruding pièce of steel
whichu workéed the shutter, hie drove apin. Fastening on1e end of a cord, somé
twenty feet in length, to the shutter
control, hie passed thé cord down
around thé cutjutting pin. WINith thé
pin offering a leverage, he could lie.
some twenty feet away and -when
Stubby Tail appéared, à gentle pull on
thé string would snap thé shuttér.

Thuis done, hée stretchied back thé cord
-wvith great caré and lay down to wsait.
Stubby TaiTl ad heen at thé surface
-when thé boy had comé into sight. On
bis near approacli shé lad promptly

Di>ttirl)ed rit their work of destruction

1 i) t ie bottoIîn Of theluohe and,
z ii 111 1 kr ni01( a itjoui., tîi not bIrrry

to S coi- up aLraii.
S-treteiîld 0o1thé g-rass under the

lr1oîluug u111, Billa m otionless mwith
(Sfi stnéllî1POcuthé mlound in front

(' hIý-. An Liomr passed; still there
"0 Li 1 igil if the quarr. Hé greuv
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The ropher in not no innocent as he Jý.ks


