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.The Trait to Salvation
By H. C. Hadldon, Gray Creek, B. C.

must be ruled by fer-and as for lier.
paternai sucestry wolves have feared
mon-ever since the timq when the first
flnt workers ýlived in caves sud covered
their bodles with skins.

The mon of tlie settlement, mot being
dog mushers, and laving no knowledge
of huskies, beld lier in wliolesome respect,
nor would she over ailow thein te teucli
lier. Wtl the mine manager she was
entirely difforent, but then she realized
that lie was lier master and as sucli she
obeyed i. fHe always fed lier himiself
sud she was undoubtedly glad te soe bin,
tliough , she was no-ver demonstrative.
Just wliat ,his idea was in keeping lier I
cannot tell you, but 1 think lie wondered
if it were possible ever te wloly tamne
lier and by love te, receive froin lr the'
wondorful fidelity that ýwe have grown te
accept as a riglit fron our dogs.

color. Stand a few feet away fromn her
and you would say that her coat was
almoit réd. Walk up dloser and'whi
you approached her you would flnd ,onIy

grydarker on.the back aiidshoulders
tbesure, but, stiil gray. Yet the im-

pression you gained was that sbe was red
tinted, but when you triéd to hold that
tint it slipped away from you something
intangible, and you could find only gray.

The m'me m anager was immensely
proud of her, aibeit he must have been
ver disappointed in lier in some respects.
Stifi when he was away late at nights,
he had the satisfaction of knowing that
with Oya in the yard'or on the veranda,
bis wifo and home would lie perfectly
f ree from moiestation.

Then, just when it seemed as if hieefforts would be rewarded with success
and that she wouid give and show a
dog 's affection-she vanishod. Just that
Mu no more. Sinoe there was no dog
in the neighbonhood larg enough to

klher, ahe must have 1sf t on li own

miemanager flrst saw lier or
one of bis trips north, sud becausn

1slie struck bis fsucy, lie p aid h(i
Indian owner just what lie asked for lier
and Oya, the. husky puppy, came soutE
witli lier new master.

NÇow Oya- is Indisu for 4 perfection,
which fact you may not know-anc
know you also that she was certainlye
pretty puppy. Picture lier, if you like,
still unga-y with lier puppy ways
and yet already showing hler clear cul
linos, almost delicate in their daintine&ç
- 1and ail this, mind y ou, without loaing
one aten of lier first impression of
strength. Rad- she been a horse, you
would have known at once that she was
a true-blooded racer, but being a dog
instead, and a husky dog, too, at that,
you exclaimed instantly, "How like a
ivolf she l."

Had you enquired f urtiier you would
have found that lier mother was a husky
bitch, witli generations of dog-blood
behihd lier, while lier father was some
big maie wolf that liad come down out
of the wilds te leave bis offspring 'in
bondage.

It is a fairly commnon habit among
smre of the Indians to stake their bitclies
out in the woods during the mating
time, and in the far North, wliere dogs
are practi.naily the only beasts of burden
used many teams contain animais with
more or less woif blood in their veins.
A dog so related gains nothing in fidelity
or affection, but mucli in stamlna sud
endurance. And ince ail life in that land
of snoiv is but a survival of the fittest,
sud a perpetual pittinig of the puny
forces 'of man against the heart-breaking
desolation 9f Nature, sentiment can
piay no part at ail. A in does not
expect his dogs te like li. Ho does
mot pet thon or treat thon, with suy

kindnss-a1ail except in rare cases of
su oid leader, tried and found trué on
a hundred wlnter trails. The dogs are
ruled witli an iron hsud, and perforce,
owlng, as I have teld you, te the frequent
presence of woif-biood, this is the only
metliod te adopt. Once lot the dogs
think that there is any« relaxing in the
grip of your authority and it becomes
next te impossible te do anythlng at al
witli thon. 1 knew a in once

'but that is suother storpr, and this ia
not a lecture.

Oya firat saw the liglit witli lier haif-
dozen litter mates in a nest lier mother
had made among the willows that fringed
the Indian camp. As soon as she was
old enougli, she toddlled on short ungainly
legs' inte the littie tented village and
here she passed lier early puppy-hood,
flghting with other husky puppies, older
sud younger than lierseif, for the odd
bits of meat and flsh that lier liege lord
sud bis family ec;ndescelMled te throw
lier.

She grew quickly, necessity knowing
no other law, for the winter cornes early
in the Northland and ail things weak or
delicate must perisli in its awful severity.

But Oya was fated not te have to pass
througli its rigorous tests, for tlie mine
maniager looked on lier and found lier
goo, and together with bis trapa and

du ansd sundry heads te tell of good
hiuting, she journeyed far by strane
boats and trains to a little valley in
Soutliern British Columbia. At the firat
attempita of lier new master te fondie
lier,se snapped at lin viciously and
resentfully, receiving in sudh cases a
Most thorougli whipping. Not yet broken
to liarness-so far she had only known
Indian fingers-whidli, in lier experience,
lied always beon swif t and skiliful to
hurt 1er. Like ail Indian dogs, she lad
been an acconplisled thief, sud detection
had always meant a beatiug. So, slie
liad corne to connect the teuch of human
hands, firstiy with lier capture, followed
by the inevitable tlrashimg. Love, or
even tenderness, except«frein lier mother,
she had neyer knewn and it played no
part in lier make-up at firat. But lier
new master persevered and in time she
undoubtedly came te hlod some klnd of
likipg for hlm.

Feared lin, sho rnost certainly always
did-but thon fear had been inbred in
hier and lier kind for untoid generations.i
This was true of both lier linos of descent
and dual natured as sho was, it seeneà
as if fear and sulimission were the two
chief traits of lier cliaracter. I have tried
te tell you that ail nalamutes or huskies

If sucli were bhis plana, there must have
been msuy ties wheu le was discouraged.
Obedience lie dernan4ddand received
but affection secned a0 tbing mIe wouid
not or could not give. In a way she
liad lier uses, for roaming looso at niglit
around lier master's house, lier very
naine and reputation becane onougli te
keep away amy two-loeg dprwers-
aud as for the other kmnd, thoy would
have stood but a poor chance against
this hall wild husky.

So she lived tii she was two years
old. By now she had changod vastlyi
from the puppy that liad sprawlod amongj
the srnoky Indian tenta. In build she1
retalned ail the wolf features, and lier
keen pointed nose gave a hiut as te lier
ancestry, and if tins were not sufficient,
lier very frane and limbs were fluor sudi
ligliter boned than the usual husky.i
A very liglitning flash of quickness,(
a nercilessly speedy slayer of other andi
softer dogs2 she was rapidly gaining
tne reputation of being saf e only wheu
lef t alone. Her weiglit was around a
liundred pound-but every ounce of it1
was wr bone and musclo. The most
elusivo hing about ber, thougli, was lier1

accord. Sick with use wasted efforts,
the mine .aerpomsd lier nothing
botter than arifle builet slould lie ever
see lier again.

Half a morning's dimbing liad brouglit
thon up te sud through the timber out
onte a series of little flat natural nueadows.
flore the two men rèsted a while, though
they dared not satisfy their craviug for
tebacco, for they expected te run onto
the caribou luerd at amy time.

Above thon stiil towered a few scattered
peaka, thougli ouly scamtily timbered
now. Wild grasses and littie mountain
flowers and ferma and wild strawberry
leaves covered the groumd in rnatted
confusion.

Back in the timber a red. aquirrel
chattered sleepily; right at their foot a
mouse shot across an open space like a
wiud-blowu shadow. Far up in the blue
cf the mky a hawk whistled, maiing .on
notionleas wings, is keon eyes sesrclmng
overy foot cf tre ground below hum.

Thenmsuddenly, with an exclamation,
the mine manager was on bis feet, cocking
hi. rifle as lie rose

A white tailed deer closely foilowed
by lier six montha' ddà fawm, bounded

terror strieken onto one corner of the.
iMeadow, tlieir aides-pating with ex-
haustion, the white rima of their e
showing théir desperate te~t. For a
few minutes they stood tiiere gaainçet
the men, nostrils dilated undecded
wlietlier te face this new <lang-er or te
retreat aoiogtlir own b"k. train.

Because tey were out after bigge
game than deer neither man used hms
rifle, and both, Vkig curions, rernained
perfectly stili. At thia the doe stamped
her forefoot repeatedly, which is an old
trick of the deer's, as you probably know,
sud is intended te Makte you start or
move sud so show what you are. -

Wbule they were looking at one another,
animais and men,? thLreeSlim r wolves
sipped out fron 'a littie knioff timbe.
-As sooln as they sew e mon lia ostopped sud wbile e th ae d thii
were joined by a fourth. 1

At the~ siglit of this lent arrivai 'tbe
timekeeper raised bis rifle.,

'«Look at the. color of thut wolk,"
whispered, but the mine manaèer ;Zepp
him,:7

"Don't shoot it,", lie nid.
And thon before the,,e es of the uto>~

lalied timekeeper ho laid. dowa-bis
rifle sud walked -out onto .'the' now.
Tliree o f the. wolves intan .4 M
'The fourtli nat on lier hlO0,r 4itl
watching him. The deer mo$'e of l
the 0 poie direction, their terre ap-

?yien iegone.,
ihùtemnu sabout tbirty yard.

fron lier the. red wolf got up ild wa
about toelaink away, but the. MW&'avois.
stojMOd lier.

hrtoOya,"lie ooMmnded, "corn

Insastly lier tailalhpped btweea b«
legs, tliough mli. made no effort tO 0orn
any cloner te lim.

'Cmeorel" saad tÉie mine manage

This tineshae moved a lititle noa
him, sud thon stopped sud BmuIWlaY
down, watcbing hin.

The manager walked riglit up te iero
and, taking a'p c of cord froxn h18 pocktt
tied it round lier neok., *s'h. MSYed~
off aie felt the cord. tihten, axidt tbe,
féel of itie wu ndied to Bbé*fit,
At this the. man etopped and looked 1(H

oee n hnidï, sud ta» si
beteonlie op she got up and followd,

"DIon't'te»l me,"'.nid the. tim"ekpr,
afterwards, 'because i saw him do it.

Motmen usually shoot wolves, but
this felow *uet waflks riglt up te tli.mand ctches'then lve'

"ýHe'» get cauglit hinself yet, the
audience replied--and added as an afte
thiought, d"thon.~sesguYs alWaYe-end
that way."

So, sfter nearly a year SPent ii tii
nountain uning foot booswitli the'
wIif pack, Oya was brouglit baek inte
bondags again. From the tine up on
lie mountain Meadow when ah., had
looked inte tthe mine manager's e
lie reglized that lie wauler mauter and
leupitie-1a fct that lier father bail bo"

'olfthat if wm hler'lot'in. hfe" te oboy.
eforfe mli. had heard san w treti

call of the blood, there had been mamy
tmes wlien lier master liad petted lier,
fond1inirlier sud rubbing hleblmd thé.

ucitreatinent mli aepd e-
ansd apparently ohe, likd it,foa

t t it appeared alien te lier nature,
but from behind the. wall of lier renomv
lie nover showed any demonstration of
eturned affection. Since sie was brouiht
back fron the mountains, lioweverpt
treatinent was refused. Iaed the.
mins manager treated lierwtlnthn
but severity, sud demsudedabolt
bedience, sud tis lie received thougli
iwas given grud - gy sud s~iy
Despite the advice of bis frien;à,ho

nontinued te keep lier. Saîd the. tino-
keeper, one eveming:

"rWhy in thunder don't you get
3f that wolf of yours? Slieil Oow lier
and one of these daYs sud hurt »Me-
body, and then' tlireI be old Harry Wo
aýp oigt tm erjrple h
'i'emagngedantaclier," ra t

)n t4e subject, but I honestly believe
il1 make lier give me affection sud
,ithfuIness. Sometimes it seems id if
;ue lias no love te give, but it's got a
rguiar hobbyr witli me now sud I wsut

8o far, since lier return, ohe lad 'flot
Peen given li@r freedom. HOWev erm
iay, ater sveral weecas t at teend
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This is a new and heretofore uýnpubliahed photosaph of ex-premier M. Veniselo. of Greo,the istrong man of bis orntry, who champions the cauae of the allie.


