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visiting French priest periodically
read service, -

the latter of whom prepared our
prizes for the table, and
with fine dishes of berries ar

d | cabbage. .

being prepar 1.t
discussion on-the origi
and the breeds of hi:

W the 5P
accumulation of herds.
re;{ogt&d_«‘athgt» our. red: peo
rolling in' wealth—of = expect
and were  bountifully sup
beef and blankets at gover
pense; that they did not ha
submit to the  humiliating 'di
of work, but were men of
and that they were the spec AT
and pets of a beneficent administra-.
tion. These fairy tales pleased the-
chief, -and ' 'he expressed some in-'|
clination” to emigrate.

resumed

After the

y - pupil

Meanwhile the cloth wé.é apread, |

the pots and ovens gave. up, tneir
contents, - and. ‘bowls, dishes, knives,
forks, and -spoons were arranged for |
use.  Mrs. Big . Tree announced |
supper; the other squaws took their '
seats . (the papooses being - left in
their cribs), and the chief took the
head of- the table, placing me at his
right hand..  Venison, fried fish,
boiled potatoes, . baked beans, and
wild grapes made up the feast.

The - table was so .well supplied
that 1 engaged board for some days,”
the station agent accommodating me
with lodging. Mentioning my desirc
to catch some fish, shoot game in
the forests, and gain a knowledge of
Indian life, Big Tree, regretting that
his  “round-up” engagement pre-
vented him from accompanying me
on my excursions, advised me as to
locations for game and pools for
fish, and gave me some hints as to
the habits of the animals. He also
placed at my disposal a guide in th2
person of a stalwart buck named
Full Moon.

Our first day's efforts were made
at a pool in a bend of Thompson
River: the water was deep and still,
and fish were plentiful. Within an
hour T had a long string of fish of
many colors and sizes hanging in

¢ shade of a bush. While en-

sed with my ‘rods a famished
that had followed us from the
on, seized my fish and disap-
ed in the woods.

2y nightfall we had as many as

- cared to carry, and we returned

~-handed to receive the congra-

'1tions of Big Tree and his squaw.

white man from the East, I
introduced. to the leaders of the tribe
and increased my stock of informa-
tion about their
—Standing  Bear—was al
sistent in his inguiries a
Hung Chang. in his visit t
He wished ‘to know all. about my
family. concerns, ~ business trans-
actions, and my intentions in spying
out the land. It took time to con-
vince him that I was an emissary of
peace, seeking in the = service of
letters to promote the diffusion of
knowledge. He examined my weap-
ons and indicated suspicion at my
armed advent into the country. A
design on the office of chief seemed
to lurk in his mind. T finally per-
suaded him that there was no posi-
tion within the gift of the people
that T desired; that 1 considered
honors to be expensive luxuries, and
wished only the . pleasure of travel
and exploration. The guests having
ceturned to their shacks, the chief
entertained me with accounts of his
excursions to the far North, and of
his feats in the chase on the snow
lands up around the frozen lakes.
His narratives of encounters with
bears and other denizens of ‘the
mountains were exciting, and This
prowess with his  gun seemed as
oreat as his skill in horsemanship.
His tribe had the fullest confidence
in his sagacity and valor.

In the company of Full Moon 1
spent the day in the woods shooting
squirrels and birds. The “buck’s ”

), | was

& ﬂn%hteei%

“Moaon,

powers of mimicry were wonderful;
his imitation of the calls of birds
and animals was fatally perfect; and
in_addition he was an accurate shot
with the rifle,

. The evening was passed in discuss-
ing: Indian customs and conditions
betore the arrival of the railroad.
Big Tree said the tribes lived then
by hunting and fishing. = They had
neither herds nor cabins; they dwelt
in wigwams made from the hides of
their prey. Fish was smoked and
game was dried, during the autumn,
for!winter use, & nd wniied basis
. Their cattle m pply the In-

dians with fresh' ‘meat through the

winter, and their. diet
proved by the addition
‘{zotatces. In their primitiv

they wore garmients' of skins, ca
of fur, and

as ~been. im
al

barter for
ame. The
right

beef; '« hideg; h
squaws ;.are
colors, i

| shawls, beads, fe:

bons. The buck
and a red blanket miake
like a Napoleon. #The 8i
skilled in the nse of th
needle; they make leggings,
hiJaes‘a'ﬂd orna oy
fancy peadanet oF
:rh‘;{ dress the game,

i
and often mak R

fot

2

some shots at

twas damp, and the ‘duckjif'eoense of

smell was acute. ' Flock after. flock
rose at warning . signals -from thelr

ntinels, and T did mnot: get a‘shot
itil we reached a “blind” which
had been constructed by Full Moon,

where we bagged as' many *“green-

heads” as we cared to. carry, and
started home. ! L
"The chief returned late with his

| signed. to: me.
like a_cre tween a b

herders, and partook of the duc

I related to him some stories of

kinsmen—the Australian  aborigings
—with whose black tribes I had Spent
a winter. He resented with w :
any suggestion of relationship to
the biack races; his - people jwefe
America’s first citizens, and] &e
ranked with the aristocracy off the

Rockies.. ! )

By sunrise the ponies were -
dled fog‘annxodrs&d to. Big rs:s
mountain cattle ranges. The ghief
and the braves mounted. I had ab-
#baoncho. that looked
LW €ar ang
eck of a giraffe} add

, He eyed nje

d not ta up-

moceasing of raw: hide. | §
They now hate “store clothes” wool |
hats, and leather shoes, received in

he 'mgg '

'der furnishes ex

for the herds; -

at the Indian &
score and departe
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