
Canadean Fore.stry journal.

much the fault of the forester as that of the lumberman, and
arose frcom a misunderstanding, the lumberman having tbe iin-
pression that the forester, if he had his way, would prejudicially
interfere with bis operations, and the forester blarning the
lumberman for destroying the forests.

Now it is scarcely necessary to say that no intelligent
forester would be so, unwise as to prevent tbe utilization of fuit
grown timber. .His mission is rather to, use bis influence in such
a way that a permanent production may be constantly main-
tained. But nothing serves so well to unite people as a commonl
enemy, and tbat was not wanting in this case. The ubiquitous
forest fire, to wbich I have already referred, and whicb I believe bas
destroyed in Canada, ten times as much timber as the lumnber-
man bas ever cut, furnished the rallying point. So alarminig
was tbis destruction in every Province, tbat every citizen, wortby'
of the namne, became interested, and tbe autborties were urged
tb adopt a protective service. Neyer was a more reasonable
request made. Tbe public, in most cases, are the owners of the
timber, it being principally on unsettled lands stili beld by the
Crown, and even where timber berths bave been sold to indîvid-
uals, the Government stili receives a royalty on the cut. It
was pointed out that. no city or towin would tbink of doinig
witbout a lire service for tbe protection of buildings, wbicb if
burnt, could be rebuilt witbin a year or so, whereas, if a forest
is destroyed it takes a century to, replace it. In this movement
for protection the lumberman became a forester. Again witl2
the pe 'rmanent tenure of timber bertbs,ý the intelligent lumber-
man is not satisfled to ignore the growth of young timber tbat is
coming on to, take the place of wbat he bas removed, 4and the
day bas now arrived wben I believe very many of our lumbermieil
are beginning to so work their limits that the ground, wbich bas
for ages been producing timber, one crop succeeding anothe',
may continue to afford him a continuous supply.

We sbould not forget tbat tbe most reliable statistics sho'w
that tbe world's supply of timber is fast diminishing, wbile the
demand is enormously increasing. ,Time will not permit me tO
quote tbe opinions of inany of the best authorities in tbe world,
backed by statistics on tbis point. I -will only, however, trespass
on your time to, quote from an article wbicb, appears in tbe last
July number of tbe " Nineteentb Century," written by Dr. Joll
Nisbet, (late of the India Forest Service), on timiber planting 011
waste lands in tbe British Isles, in -whicb, after referring to the
fact tbat Great Britain bad beretofr>re been able to supply hef
timber tbrough tbe enormous sbipping facilities at ber conunaild
goes on to say that "the whole economic position bas beell
entirely cbanged witbin the last tbirty-flve years, and the fturel
outlook bas, of course, tbereby become prof oundly affected.


