
; stootl the chiiivh

o\v space Ikiwccii

KTc flick'nii'' l)itli

I lie (luv)r s\v«;pt soft o'er braiiled mat.

I h.il e.ised the fo()t>te|) in tlie room
;

llalf-hicldeii in the twih'^ht j^loom

The lonely tenant brooding sat.

A covci'd ehest was soltly set

lieluu the (hapinj; vine of mint.

And coloiefl bits of ancient print

Were pieced upon the coverlet.

'I Ik- last dull ember falling doun
Shut out its gleam and sad!\ dieil ;

'J h.e winds through tossing branches sighid

.\nil pas.sed the house with dreary moan

SItc smoothed her locks beneath her cap.

And leant her hea<l upon one hand ;

I'he other pressed the Uistn- band

'llii'vt held the apron on her lap.

'
I lav last night ui)oti thi.s chest,"

.Siie said, "and sighed for sympathy .

And, Uh. the hours went wearily.

And brought mc little rest.
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