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IN the fotlowing article, the orier, an Englishwoman who kas gone intothe suject with considerable thoaughness. gives an insight mb tte way in
w/tic tht/e war ir revitalizing t/je women of -England and awakening t/tem Io a
newer. fuller sense of their national responsibilities and opportunities. We
believe Everywoman's World is t/te firsi magazine on t/tir ride to present an
account of w/tI jrbing actually accomplis/ted in t/te Old Country to-day. We
do so as an inspiration to the women of Canada te, do likewire and as a
practical demonstrahion of plans w/tic/t Canadian municipalities ?ig/tt well
ado pt. THE EDITORS.

A baby bafora traatmant at Umî
Seutlement, àMoetroal

LT'S a trite renîark ta say that the war is
Irevalutionizing England; at the samne tume

î sa fact. Sa great are the changes being
Il wrought by the leveler that it is weil
Il nigh impossible for the greater Briton ta

grasp what is taking place; îndeed, the
flW~Iaverage Englishman and EnglishwomanI~~!i themseîves donfot realize their magnitude.

And, of it aIl, the history af the present,
when it cames ta be written will, I think

show that the bulk of the transformation is the work ai
the wornen ai the land rather than that ai the men.

Lufe and duty are arraying theniselves in entirely new
colors ta the Englishwoman ai to-day, thraugh the
sbadows cast by the death tolai the war, and this new
light is penetrating every home no matter how lawly or
bow comiortable and secluded. Class barriers are flot
being roughy tomn down, but they are being largelyeffacedby the common cause and the penalties exacted-renderin the world habitable for the citizens af tise
future. Perhaps ane ai the greatet strides made is the
realization ai one's neighbars. Hitherto the English-
man's home bas been his castie, were be rich or poor,
and the bulk ai the assistance given the more needy bas
savared much ai charity. To-day that saine help,
though magnified many-fold, is forthcoming, but as a
rightful gift without the faintest stigma attaching
ta t. The mare iavored arc sirnply extending the belpîng
hand of riendship, and the needy are accepting it in a
ike spirit.

First and foremost the war bas drawn attention ta the
absolute necessity of caunteracting the casualties in
every pcsible way, and inevitably Mas Majesty, the
baby, ihscorne to a bs wn, and, whatever the socialstatus oifbi parents, is being given every chance. "Save
the babies" is the nation-wide cry, and such patent
questions as " Do yau know bow many babies die every

ear in aour district? " are being asked throughout the
and. aowmany indeedl
Investigation has proven
the numnber ta, be almast
incredible, even in coini-
parison with the army
casualties, and the womnen
ai Britain have awakened
ta the act that peace has
its terrars no cass than
war.

It bas been shown that
out ai about 8W,000 ha-
bies born every year in
England and WValca,
nearly ninety thausand
die before they are one
year old-one in every
fine as against anc un
every twenty in New Ba,.,, tof Ch 1 idgiaîna, j
Zealand, a country ai
practically identical race and climate, where however,
babies have had the benefit ai a state educational cam-
paign for ycars. To make matters warse, doctars assure
us English wamnen that nine out ai every tcf babies
borniaaive in aur isles are actualiy sound and healthy at
birth, or at least capable ai growing up into heaithy
men and wamen if properly cared for.

We have also learned that unnccessary discase, the
traces of whidx linger for rnany years, oten begins
through want of knowledge duringt the first iew weeks,
or even days followng birth, and tata ar greater pro-
portion af absalutely avoidable deaths take place then
than sub"cucntly. Statistics show that of the 109
children per thousand living births who die in that first
year, eleven die la the first four and twenty haurs,
and thirty la the first fortnight afi lue. Added ta al
this, a very larepProportion of children on enterîng
elemcntary achoals are found an medical examination,
ta be <eective in variaus ways, the bulk. of which
inighlt have been avie by proper infant care.

Appalingis almost too mid a word ta appiy ta the
cald tact that of aur 800,000 annual births saine 90,000
deaths occur i the first twelve months, ta which must
be added yet another hundrcd thousand babes who die
each year during the prenatal period. A ls af infant
and potential lufe of 190,000 a year lias farced the women
oi England into arma to combat thîs "terror ai the'
homeland"; and they intend ta, succeed, assured that
auccea awaits their efforts.

Wclfare Cen&ra

A S a result, organized infant welfare work bas taken
bold of the whole country. Encauraged and even

aided wher e necessary ta the extent af half the iancial
outlay, by the Government, hundredsai welfare centres
have sprung îato existence. Up ta September, 1917,
there werc nofewer thaa eleven hundred ai them at work,
of which approximatcIl' half have sprung into being

ince the w. 0f Britans hundrcd great towns af oves,

.l

50,000 population, practically ail have entered on the
work whole-heartedly wîth, on an average, f rom six ta ten
centresin each. The records ai mediumn sized cities ai
between 20,000 and 50,000 are equally gond. There are
148 of theni, and ai these aver 120 h ave taken up the
work. Centres in towns ai from 10,000 ta 20,000 inhabi-
tants number 150,e while about one bundred more have
been established in villages and rural districts. The
contrai ai these new institutions varies; sanie are warked
entirely by municipal authories, sanie hy volurltary
effort and the rern4inder by a judiciaus admixture ai bath.

Although we àre now makînK such speedy strides in
what one might almost term ' baby-culture" England
cannot dlaim credit for the arigination ai the science,
for the firat steps in infant welbare work were taken

a ur aliies the Belgians, bard on whose heels followed
teFrench. Nevertheless the work itseli is hardly out

of its inbancy for it was originated in l8 9 7 -just one and
twenty years since, by Dr. Eugene Lust, ai Brussels,
who established a depot far the provision ai milk for,
and the medical inspection ai infants. This depot
rapidly outstripped even its founder's hopes.and was
taken over by the Prince Charles Dispensary in 1904,
at the tume ai the organization ai the Belgian National
League for the Welfare ai Infants. Simîlar work was
vîgorousl y adopted by France, and as the success ai these
badies became manifest ta individual Engiish econamists,
an initial atternpt was made ta staunch the leakage ai
buman life at its source at a conference for the Prevention
ai Infant Martaiity, heîd in London in 1906. Following
this, the cities ai Glasgow and Huddersfield entered the
feld, other cities following slowiy untl the spur ai
the war awakened the country. Once awakened and
supported by bath the wark and weli wishes ai the
wamen ai the couftry, England is tackling the task
wboîe-heartedly, as deterrnined upon defeat ai un-
nccessary death at home as on the debeat ai the militar-
ism abroad, which threatened ta enguli the world.

>"t. f oolïaulA, Wn iumlp A Baby Chute. Un/va,

The work donc and the magnitude ai the work stili
ahead ana be judged~ front the fact that over seventy
thouaand babies are at presen t under the care ai infant
welfare centres, leavîng the giant total ai 730,000-
almost three-quarters ai a million, stili unaided.

0f Interest te Canada

P ERHAPS the women ai Canada can best obtain an
idea ai the work being dane, by a description ai visita

naid ta three widely different centres-one in pulsating
London, another in a sleepy aid Cathedrai city, where
the ceaseless roar ai the munition factory is unheard,
and the third ini anc ai the cauntry's busiest sinaller
rfanufacturing tawns.

The London Centre vîsited was the St. Pancras School
for Mothers, one ai the oidest in the Metropolis, ît having
been estabhished for a decade. In the past year lady
doctors were present twice weekly and 2,909 babies
were in attendance. In addition 36 dental dlinecs were
heid. The results being achieved by this achool since
the war can be gathered from the figures for the past ten
years. While t he total births in t he borougli feli froni
4,754 in 1915 ta 4,530 in 1916, a decrease ai 224, the
propc*tion ai deaths was far less, the infant niartality
rate being reduced froni 105 la 1915 tai 85 if the foliowing
year.

The school is located in a big building in Arnpthill
Square, and aur first cail on entrancewas the dining
hall, a bare romr with anc long table and fanms on
either side where an average ai 24 excpectant or nursing
mothers are given a substantiai dinner af two courses
on five.days a weck, for the sum af 4d. (8 cents) a day
(each djnner cos the 4 chool at least 8Xjd., 17 cents)
and, shauld they have toddlers wham they cannot leave
at home, they are ai] owcd ta bring themn, and the babies
are fcd ini an adioining rooma for two cents ench. Ta
meet this expense the achool la helpcd b y private sub-
acription and alsa by a grant froim the N ational Food
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ne . am. child <aft. treatmont. Note the
hoalthy appearanca

Fund," one of London's rnany war tirne charities.
We then inspected the weighing room, which also

serves as a waiting raam. The babies are weighed in
basket scales on a table near a large enclosed fire by two
voluntary workerq, one weighing, the other recording.
Unlike my experience with samaller centres, 1 ond the
wee lads and lassies did flot entertain with a concert,
owing to the greater comfort of the scientific scales
with their almost imperceptible motion.

The third room was the da nfursery, where about 15
kîddies va ing from three weeks old tathree years were
being cared for. These were the unfortunate offspring
from homes where proper carp. was almost impossible.
They are brought at 9 ar. a nd fetched at 5 p.m., and
are tended by a qualified nurse, afire with enthusiasm,
and coaxed bark ta hcalth.

One wee marn ran up tu me and placed bis hands in
mine; bis pale face was beautif ul in its quality, and bis
eyes of violet pathetic in their Ionging. The secretary
told me they had had him on and off since birth, that
he was a very bright little man, and alrea<ly showed in-
ventive faculty. If they could ma~na e ta imbue biîn
with sufficient strength she expected in later years,
that he would be a real asset to the nation. The
"inventive faculty" was evident before we left the
roam, for he had found a srnall baîf-moon shaped table
set round with wells ta hold the infants' plates which
he informed us, be was about ta turri into a fire engine.
Economy was evident here as everywhere, for ail the
cots used were made out of old banana crates. The feed-
ing bottles reposed in a deep sink filled with ever-
flowing water.

From there we were ushered into the consulting roorn,
Here Dr. Flora Shepherd sat at a table fltted with writing
niaterials. Around ber were a nurse and two voluntary
helpers. The nurse attended to each case as it was
called and helped the mother prepare ber child for the
doctor. The assistants made the necessary. notes and

looked u p information
and past records b rom data
kept in acase near by.

Soma Typical Cagea

T HF one tlung ta
i. mpressed me was

- Dr. Shepberd's sympa.
thetic kindness tawards

ire, both child and mother,
and the expression and
manner oi the mothers
theniselveq, showing that
they laoked upon the
doctor in the light of a
friend. These places, I
must again eniphasize, are

'ality Sattlamant, Mwontu'aal no charity, but the right
of the poor, and this bact

above ail was impressed an aIl by the physician. One
mother brought in a mite nearly two years old. She
told the doctor she had taken it ta a nearby hospital
and had been told there was nothing wrong. After ex-
aminaion, the dactor located a diseased hip, and immedi-
ately dictated a letter to a specialist, and gave the
woman distinct instructions, even as to what ta say when
she saw the specialist. Ater the womian had passed out,
the doctor turned to me and said, "That woman bas
a hi*stoy That is ber tenth cbild, the first fine al
havingd ied at the age af three.

What is the cause? " I asked.
"There are two," was the reply, " firstly a tubercular

inclination, secondly, accasianal periods ai intemperance
in the mother. These have been only occasional and
bitterly regretted, but the fine bave flot been strong
enough to, endure against the resultant nelect. This
child she is particuiarly anxious ta rear, and we intend
to, help ber to do sa.

Another mother enters with twin ixVs.
"Ah, jimmie," said thedotr now what's gone

wrong? "
"Tbat's flot Jimrny, ma'am, that's Freddy."
A merry smile passes the doctor's countenance.
"Ah, how silly I am, of course it's Freddy. Gotclds, bath of them VI
"Yes, ma'am."
"What did you do iast Friday nighit when the raid

was on? "
"Got up and went to the 'tube'.
"Now, what have 1 told yau! Did your husband go

too?"I
"No, ma'am, he called me a foal, reiused ta help me

dress the bays even, and I gat that nervous, I'm airaid
1 didn'twrap theni up enough."

"Sa your husband stayed at home? Weii- Mrs.
L-, I'm a friend aio your husband, and he's a
friend of' mine. Vou can anly dieo nce, why not die
at home?" (omttnued ons page 24)


