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The first point which deserves our notice is-
what object bas the poultry keeper in view ? of
course there are multitudes of farmers and cottag-
ers who keep poultry and ticy simply desir to
obtain eggs as iany as possible, and to have a
fair number of chickens. When this is the case,
the only thing to do is to select the brecd or cross
niost likely to help in this direction.

But wliere thera is a botter imariket for oue class
of produce than the other, then it is a most
desirable tliing to make that class tlemain object,
and to r d the otiier as ittercly a secondary
consideration. Wlhat I mtean is simply tat ini a
district where eggs are chielly in deiand, the
wisest plan is to use breeds that will give the
greatest mImuber of eggs, regurdless of wliether they
tava table properties or not. The latter point
imîust ba sacrificed-in fact it will pay to do sQ.
In the case of table poultry, we miust naturally bc
content vith fewer eggs but there the return
colies, in the direction of increased Hlesh qualities
and greater prices for the sanie.

There are several varieties which combine egg

production and table qualities, though in neither
respect do we get quite the sane result as with
the speciol breeds. • Suppose that a fariner or
cottager iitends to take up poultry keeping, the

question naturally arises upon what lnes will be
conduct lis operations. Wc have heard from
timte to tinie glowing accouits of tle profit flat
t'n be made froi poultiy-eeping and if we be-
lieve all these statemients there could be no doubt
that poutry-keeping rould be one of thie mîost
attractive industries in the countrv. But the
stern logic of facts swirs us tiat the overerowding
of auY aniails upon a liniited area means diseasa
in the long rui.

I coubi give nmbeless instances of imistakes
made in tiis direction, but it is ot necessary to
do su. n tlie case of the farimer, I desire to iii-
dim iiii to regard poultrv as am iiiiportant brandi
o his live stock, to give thei the saine ainounit of
attention as Ihe larger aiiimals and under thesa
conditions, there is no doubt wlatever that poultry
can be made an iiiimportat aid to the general
success of his business. But lie must observe the
samue laws as lie does with cattle and shecp. Tlat
poultry iight be kept to a very muîuclh larger ex-
tent than is now the case caimot bc questioned.
The editor of tin Aînerican Poultry papei -who lias
bee an a visit to Flanders, (Bolgium), liere lie
has been travelling in the rural districts, says that

of late years there lias been a remarkable develop-
ment of poultry keeping. Ieclges are practically
iuknown in that country, and the fowls are per-
mnitted to wander where they like even aniong the
growing crops doing no harm in fact, not one
tfhousandth part of the harmthat wild rabbits do.
In the Campine country, there has been a great
iiicrease in the fertility of the land during the last
twenty years and this is attribluted to the numubers
of poultry kept. I can scarcely recommend that
course to our farmners liere but going back to the
formier, of course queries as to breeds and housing
will come up. Tle best system of liousing is to
put the birds in good warm houses in small flocks
of 25 or 30 birds in each roosting house with
scratching sheds attached for winter use and grass
runs for summer.

Wihen w cone to consider the case of the
farmer or villager who has already a flock of
poultry wlich he desires to improve and develop,
so nmuch is to the good, because as he knows prob-
ably what is the most profitable branch of poultry-
keeping in lis vicinity he lias only to start in to
develop lis flock for that purpose Too often,
iowever, a great nunber of fow'ls are kept, somile-
tinies until they die of old age, herded together in
One house and allowed to run over the saine
ground, as they have done for years previously.
This systemn is certainly all wrong. The first
thing hie must do is to get rid of every bird in the
establisliment more than a year and a lialf old
and the sooner he dots this the better. It will

pay to eut bis stock donn to comparatively siall
]imits and then to start in afresi. The first thing
to be decided upon is whicli breed to kteep and to
do tis the purpose for whici the poultry is to bc
kept mîust ba taken into consideration whether for
eggs or tiesli production. If you have someîî good
early pullets or one year old hens that are good
layers, and you want eggs, choose a iaitleubird of
one of the Mediterranean class iihaicver one you

prefer and thereafter eaci season or at least second
season buy others of his saie kind and thus in a
few years build tip a higli grade ßock practically
fu blood so far as resuilts go though, of course,
not tiorougbIred or fit for sale of settings. Its
original foundation of common or mixed stock
suited to that farm its care and conditions often

produces more satisfaction than a full blooded
flock of thoroughbred laid down at higli prices. Do
not understand me as opposing th oroughbrd lbredd
fowls for the farmer. 'My idea is to show that a


