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CHAPTER XV.
LA VIE, DE PROVINCE.

The twenty-fourth of May was not only the
Queen's birthday, and therefore kept a holiday
in the port, with infinite officiai rejoicings and
expenditure of powder, but also Celia's as well.
On that account it was set apart for onie of the
Tyrrelis' four annual dinners, sud was treated
as a churcb festival or fast day. This was the

peIrid of early Chrintianity, Mhn any ecclesias-
tical days> wbether of .sorrowful or j oyful coin-
inemoration, were uxsrked by a better dinner
than usual, and the presence of wine. On Asb
Wednesday and Good Friday we hiad Salt fish,
followed, at the Tyrrelîs', by a umptuous repast,
graced by the presence of a few guesta, and ilus-
trated, mo to, mpeak, by a geuerous flow of port,
of which every respctble Briton tben kept a
cellar, carefùuly labelled and laid down years be-
fore. The novua homo in a provincial town
might parade his plate, bis dinner service, bis
champagne-then reckoned a very ostentations
wîne. Ie might affect singularity by preferring
claret te, prt, and lie miîght evcn invite bis
guests to drink of strange and unknown wines,
such as Sauterne, Bucellas, Lisbon, or even
Hock. But oe thing hie could not do: hie could
flot bouet of *bis old callar, because everybody
would know that hie bad bougbt it. Mr. Tyrrel
was conscious of this, and being bimsalf a »ovus
h~m hie evaded tbe difficulty by referring bis
wine to thse cellar of Mr. Pontifex, the h usband
of Mrs. Tyrrell's aunt. Now Mr. Pontifax was
a man of good county family, and bis port, laid
down by bris father before him, was not to be
gainsaid by the moat evare critic. Criticism,
in our town, negleeting litarature sud tha fine
arts, confined itself te port ini the first instance,
municipal affaira in the second, and politics in
the tbird. As the two latter subjectis ran in
well-known grooves, it is obvions tbat thse only
acope for original thought lay in the direction of
port. Round this subject were grouped the
cboicest anecdotes, tbe sweetast finwers of fancy,
the deepest yesrnings of thse Over-soul. A few
bouses were rivais in thé matter of port. The
Rai'. Mr. Brongiston, our old tutor, was ac-
knowledgad to have some '33 beyond ail praise,
but as hae gave few dinner parties, on tise score
of poverty, there were not many who could boaut
of having tssted it. Little Dr. Roy had a small
cellar brought from Newfoundland or New
Brunswick, whither, as everybody knows, thse
Portugal trade carries yearly a smnall quantity of
finer wine than aver cornes te thse London mar-
ket. The Rev. John Pontifex iuberited, as I
have alteady said, a cellar by whici Mr. Tyrrel]
was tbe principal gainer. Tisere ware two or
three retired officers who had made gnod use of
their opportunities on the Rock and elsawhere.
And tisa rest were nowhera. As Mr. Brougiston
Baid, after an evening ont of the "haest " set,
tisat is, tisa set wiso bad cellars woîth considar-
ing, thea fiuid wus Lamentable. Good or bad, the

* allowauce for every gnest at dinner was liberai,
amounting to, a bottie and a haîf a head, though
seasoned topea might taka more. It was port,
with rum and watar, which produced those ex-
traordiuary noses whicb 1 rememlber in my child-
bood. Tisera was tbe nosa gtrnisisad like Bar-
dolph's with red blossoms ; thera was the large
nose, swolleii in ail its lengtb ; there was h
nos with tise great rad protuberanca, waggling
as the wearer wslked, or agi tated by tise susumer
breeze ; and tisais. wss e noue wbicb paled
wbile it grew, carrying in its geueralappearance,
not a fuli-voiced uong and poean of ram, like its
brotisera of tise ruddy blommomi aud tisa muby blois,
but a gentie supicion of long eveuing drinks
and morning drame. Some men mau to weighi
as they grow old ; nome dry up. It is inatter of
temparament. ge nme of tisose old topera rai
te red aud awollen noue, rubicutid of colour and
briglit wÎth, many a blossomn; while nmre rau to,
a pallid hue And abruken dimensions. It in
trua that tisese ware old atagers,-the scanty
remuant Of a g6eertie Mest of wisom were long
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witis cheak unbiauchead sud lip.s firm ;;lha came
out of it ne tiinner tissu wisauha want in ; as
for tise spiritual use hae made of that seasoi, it
was a matter fer bis conscience te determina, net
for me te resoive. Wa markad its presence in
chureis by draping tisa pulpit, reading desk, aud
cieuk's dask witis black vlvet, iuatead of red.
Tisa Rev. Mi. Brougiston alwaya explainad tise
bearinga of Lent according te tisa ordinances cf
tisa ciureis, sud explained vary carefuliy tisat
fastmng, in oui clmmate, sud in tisa mortisain lat-
itude, was te ha taken in s spiritual, not s car-
ual maxie. It wam neyer nuasut, hae said, tisat
Heave's gifts ware t e hanagîected, wisstever
tise season oigist ha. Nom was it intended by
Providence, in tisa great Christiau acharne, tisat
we were te endaugar tise iealtis of tise body by
excessive abstinence. Tiis goed spbrdpreaeb-
ed wisat hae practised, aud ractised wisat hae
preacbed. During lent tise yMns, until I ha-
causa ergaumat, were t*ken more slowly tisas at
otiser masons, se tisat it was s great turne for tisa
old ladies on tise triangulai bracbets. Tise Cap-
taixn, wiso isd anu uxdeveloped eau for music, sad
tisat cataîwauliig was net singiug praisas, but
it was ouiy fair te let every eue have bis watcb,
tuin sud turu sisout, sud tisat if tise comnand-
ing officai-meaning Mr. Brongisten -aliowad t'
wa had te put up witb it. But ha gave out tise
" tools " witb ais air of pitiful resiguatien. On
Trinity Sunday, Mr. Brougiston, in s discourse
of twauty minutes, coufrouted tise uubelipea,
sud talked hlmi down witi suscb an aimay of ar-
gantent tisat whexî tise benedictiets came tisais
was uothing laft of hum. It in curions that
wlieuaveu I, wisicis is once a yaar, read that
splendid aucutar betweu Greatiseart sud
Apoliyon, I siways tiink of Mm. Brougistes sud
Trinity Suudsy. Wiseu Apelhyon was quite
worstad sud we were dismiss-d, wa wemmî ioma
te a sort of Great Grand Day dinner, s Gaudy, a
City Feasas Commernoration Banquet, to wiicb

r aIl otiser Christian festivals, axcapt Christmnas,
wame mais triflea. For ou Tiinity Snnday, ex-
cept wheu aeut wiudi§ were more piotractad tissu

rusuai, tisera were salmois, lamis, pesu, duckîing,
e arly gooseberries, sud aspamagos.

Frein Trinity Suxîday te Advaut wam a long
stretcb, unmarkad by auy occasions of faasting.
1 used te wonder wisy tisa ciurcis isd invanted

tuotbiug te fil up tisat space, sud I commierated
1tisa Iard lot of dissanteis, te wisom tîmir religion
rgave ne turnes for féaating.

9 Tise influence of custeiiedged round tise
f wisole of life for ns. lt aveu uaguiated tise

-amount of ou is ospitalitias. Tiigs were ax-
*pected of people iii a certain position. Tise Tyr-

1 relis, fou instance, ceuid hardiy do lema tiss giva
r foui dinuer-partias un tisa yaar. Otisars net in
f se g ced a position migist maintaim tiseir odial

-raub witis two. Retiued officers wera net ex-
spected te show aîîy hoapitality at sîl. To ba

sure this concession was necessary unleas tisa
pofllows, wbo ganeraliy isad large sud hun-

egy families, wa-ra aliowad toeantertaixu, after tIse
manneu of Augnatus Brambler, ou braad sud

scheasa. Mrs. Pontifex, agalu, wiso iad vary de-
cided Christian viewm, but wis ef good ceunty
fsînily, admitted bar esponiiilities by offeriug
eue anîsual banquet of tise more sevaraeider. A

-bacisalor, liSe Mu. Verssey Brougiston, was ax-
8 empt froxu tiiasoial tax. Ha gave ver>' few
edinnars. To maka np for this, hae wonid ask oe

mais at a time, sud set bafoue hlm sncb s remmu-
r isceuce of oriel ina a ouid dinxsar, witis s bettie
1 cf crustad port afteu it, as te tusSe tîsat gnast
9dissatisfiad with him wife's caterimîg for a mentis

s te coma. ihn e
9 Tise gocats were divided ite sets, witsn e

a gard for tiseir specisi fitnemm or indivduaî 1mb-
t lngs, but simply in accordance witi tiseir uecog-
ýf uised social statua. The sdvantaga of tisis au-
rrangement was tisat yen knaw haforebaxsd whem

1 yen weuld meat, aud wlsat would fie talked
oabout. 1 buew &il tiese mts, becausa at moat of

a thame entertalumants I was a gneat, and at soen.a
ymae m,bra, invited as ami de famille who wonld

g play sud ing after diuneu. Ou these occasions
my profession was ssîpposed te ha niergad in tise

orcribefaoofÉf my mîlusot.riush'irtis. Wisen
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I used te sing sud play duete togetisar, aftar din- t]
lier, occasionally giving way te any voung lad
wbe expactad te hae asked te ing. Tise song of Jc
the day wera net bsd, but tisey lasted too long. Ai
It is more tissu possible te tire, in tisa course of dl
years, of sucb saxnelody as "laile of Beaty" or
'Love Nt," (a vary exasparating piace o long th

drawn music), or tisa111Swaet Young Page," a TI
santimantally beautiful thing ; tisa maei, soeani
of wisom isad red faces after tise port, mostly ct
isnug about tise doors toethar, wbiie thse ladies vi
affactedl great daligist iii turaing ovar oid albums vî
sud wel i-kuowu portfolios cf prints. Photo- le
grapiss began te appear in smre provincial drsw. i
ing-rooms in tise aarly fities, but tbey weîa net hi
yet welestablished. It was s transition period.
Keepsakes samd books of beauty waîe issrdiy yat m
ont cf fashion, wiîile portrait albums were onuly ai
jxîst hagixîuing. Dagnerreotypes, tisings wiich, a
iegarded frein aIl but eue point of viaw, showed ci
a pair of spectral evas sud notiig aise, lay ou I
tise table in red leathar cames. Mural decoration h,
was an art yet in its iufsmîcy, sud tisera nînat e(
hava beau, now eue comas to tiink cf it, truly1,
swful htiigs te ha witnessad in tise shape cf il
vases, jars, sud oruamented mantai-siselvas : tise
curtaina, tise carpets, tise chairs, sud tisa sofas gi
ware in cohonis net te bie recoucîled on any pnn- t,
ciple of art. And I doubt vemy much whetiserp
we souldlibe, uow, tisa fashion in whishYoung a
ladies wome tiseir baur, dreased thair shaeeves, sud 1]
arranged tiseir aburta. Fsshieu is tise most won- t
darfut ef ail human vanitieu ; sud tise moat e-S
maricable thing about it is that wisther a prattyp
girl disuses herself in Queen Auua's isoopa, e
Eiizabetban petticoats> immense Pomliadour coif- 0
fure, Victorsan crinoline, or Republîcan scanti-g

neas, whetiser. se puts patoises and paint on bierm
ciseakwisetiser se us great rings thiougislber i
Dsose, wbeithar se weams a coal-scuttie for a bon- s
net, sas thirty yeas ago, or au umbrella for a bat,m
as.hast year, whetîem ma dispîsys bier figure as tl
this yeam, or -bides it aitegetiser as ifteen yaars s
ago, wbetiser aise walks as nature meaut lbar te
walk or affects a stoop, whetiser se pretends in
tise matter of hiasd waist, or wisetiar se is
content witis wiat thse goda bave given ber-se
cannot, aise may net, succead in destroyixig bar i
beauty. Under evamy diiaguise, tise face and figure a
of a iovely woman are as cisarmiug, as bèwitci- ti
iug, as captivating, as under any otiser. Wisen il
it couses te young women wiso ara net pretty-g
but, perisaps, as tise large-hearted Frencisman f
said,-i1 n y en a pas-tsera ara no Younîg woman
wiso are not pratty.t

WVe ware, then, ignorant of art in my Youngk
days. Art in provincial towna as commeuly 1
unudeistood did uot axist at ail. To ba suite, wea
bail -an art specaity of whicis we migbt bavef
beau prend .There was ne place in tise werid
wiich cold or did turu eut more splendid ship'st
figure iseada. Tisera was eue oid gentleman inu
particulsai, s genuinl figure-isead csrving, wisot
bad bis studio is tise dockysud, sud furuished
Her Majety's Nsvy witb bows dacorated lu se
magnificant a styla tisat eue who, like mua, me-
members tisei, is fain te weep in ouly ioobingt
at tise figure-heaiase ionclada of tise present
deganemate dsys.

As for conversation afteî dinnar, tisera was
net mucis betweeu tise younger men sud tisa la-
dies, becausa maliy tisera was isardiy anytising te,
taiS about excapt ou's naigihours. Iu Loudon,
prohably, people talkad mucis as tisey do now,
but mu s country town, as yet nnexplorad by
Mudia or Smithî, tuera could ha very faw topica,
cf coummon iuteîast betweeu a Young in sud1
s girl. Tise great exhibition cf 1851 did oee

1great tbing for country people ; it tangist tisain
)îow easy it is te get te, London, sud wbat a

1mine of wealtis, espacialhy for aftar inemory snd-
,purposes of conversation, exista in that big place.
1But emember tisat five aud twauty years ago,
in tise family circie of a country towu, tisais were

1ne periodical visita te town, ne holidays ou tise
Continent,- ne naw books, ne monthly maga-

;zinseaveu ilnustratèd newspalpms Nwere>rsraiy
sea; tisais was ne love of art or talk of artistici
prin ciphes, ou art scisols ; tisais ware ne choral

.ocities, ne musical services ; ne croquet, ou
.Badminton or lawu tennis. And yet people
.ware bappy. Celia social cirche was tee limited
.toie aaaufel tise waut of tepicsof couversa-
itien with yeung men. No youug man except
[inyself wss evar iuvited te tisa bouse, sud of
lcourse I isardly counutd. Wisen tise fermxal din-
u ler parties were isehd, tise guests at tisese ban-

* quets were principaiiy old sud middis-aged pe-
: pie. At ou birtisday dinner only tise very In-

timate friands and relations were invited. Mr. -
LTyrralisad ne relations; ou at laast wa neveu «

;le corners of yeur lips down-as Aunt Jane
oes-so--Cis--why aven you would ha gaunt.
rohu of Gaunt, s0 cailed becanse ha rasembled
unut Jane, was, I beliava, a man under the rnid-

le baight."
She msrried the Rev. John Poutiftx, or rather

bey marriad aacis othar, chiafly for inonay.
'bey both isad excellent incomas, which. united
miade a large income ; tisey were both desparately
treful sud saving peopla ; tbay held similar
views on religions mattars (tbey ware severe
'iaws), and I suppose that Aunt Jane isad long
learned to mile John Pontifex when sisa invited
him-eveu Cis usad to agree tisat hae would neyer
Lave invited ber-to bacome bier isusbsnd.

Mr. Pontifax was a man of lofty but not com-
nandiug stature. Anotiser mistaka of novelista
and people who write. Yen have net nacessarily
acommaudiug stature bacanse yen are tali. No
one couid have seen auytbing commanding in
Mr. John Pontifax. He was six feet two in
hight, and, although by nature anstare, ha look-
edas uieeb as if ha iad been only five feet ; tise

poor mnu, indeed, neyer had the chance of look-
ng anythiug but meck ; ha bad a pale face sud
smooti ciseaks, with tisin brown hair, a littia
grey and " gone off " at the temples. His fea-
turas were umade remarkable by a vary long up.
per lip, wbicb gava hum a mutton-like expression
as of great meeknass coupled witb some obstinacy.
In fact, se wbo drova John Poutifax had at
times to study the art of burnouring bier victim.
Since bis marriagee h ad retired fruin active
pastoral work, and now passed his tinie in the
criticai observation of otber men at work in bis
owm field. Ha bald views of tisa most Evan-
gelical type, and îvhan be preached at St. Faiti's
wa racaivad without any compromise the exact
truth as regards future prospects. Ha spoka very
slowly, bringing eut bis nonse in capitals, as it
a'erp, suad involved bis sentences wîtb paren-
theses. But in the prasence of bis wife hae spoka
saldom, bacause she always intaîrnptad hinu. He
was fond of me, snd, for soe reason of bis own,
always callad me Johnuy.

lu stm-oug coutrast with bis ciarical brother
s'as the Perpetuai Curate of St. Faiti's, xny old
tutor, Mr. Varuey Brongiston. Tisa latter was
as plump, as rosy, as joliy, as tisa former was

iin, tali, and austere. Calvin could net bave
lookad on tise worid's follies with a more unfor-
givin gcountenance than tisa Rav. John Ponti-
fax; Priai John couid hardly bave regarded the
worldlinass of tise world witis more benignity
than tise Rav. Varney Brougiston. Ha was a
kind-isesrted mn, sud loved tise world, witis the
men, woman, sud cisildian upon it ; ha waB a
mehelar mand a studeut, conmequentiy hae loved tisa
good tbings tisat isad beau wiittan, said, and
sung upon it; hae was a gourmand, and ha hiked
te enjoy tise fruits of tha aaîtb iii due season.
Perbaps lha loved tisa world too mucis for a Chris-
tian uinistar; at ail avants hae aujoycd it as
mucis as hae could; neyer disguised bis anjoy-
ment, sud iuculcated botis in life sud preaciig
a perfect trust in tise gooduess of God, deep
tisaubfulneas for tisa gif ts of eatiug sud driuking,
and raliance on tise ordinances of tisacisurcis.
Mr. Pontifex smused hum ; tisey were close coin-
panions, wiici added te tisa pleasures of lifa ;
sud haieutertainad, I sisouid say, dislike for ne
in in tisa world excapt Herr Rhumer, wisom hae
couid not ha biou0it te admire.

"Ha is s cyni,' ha wouhd say. "Tsat scisool
bas neyer attiactad my admiration. Ha deiights
in tise double entendre, sud is neyer se umucis
plaased as when hae conveys a isiddeu sucer. I
do net like tisat kiud of conversation. Giva me
isouest autisusiasm, admiration, sud faitis. And
I prefer Englishmen, Ladislas, mv boy, -theugh
you ara only an Englishman by adoption."

CHAPTER XVI.
Tisais wera seveisi othar people wiso enter-

taiued similar viaws with regard te Herr Raumar.
Mis. Poutifx dislikad bim excassively for eue.
EverybJdy hagan witb distrust of tisis mani;
tisen tisy graw te tolarate isim ; soeawant ou te
lise hlm ; ail ended with cordial hatred-it wonld
ha isard tesamy why. His ayeu, without tisa bine
spectacles, whicislha put off indoors, wara in.
gularly brigist, tisougis ratisar amahi. Ha had a
way of tnrniug tisair ligist fil on te, a speaker
witisout speabing, whicis was as arubarmassing a
cemmeutary ou wisat yen hsd juat said asyjou
can imagine. It couveyad te yenrself, sud te
everby y ase, wisicb was aven more humihiat-
ing, tsidststynwre reahly, te, this gan-

tean's sur prisa, aven a greater fool tissu yen
looked. Parhaps tiat wsoeareason why hawas
se mucis disliked.


