
REPLY TO FRERE ON EXHORTATION.

matîilfes.tation of the spirit le glven to evcry
mari to profit withal. For to one is, giveti
by the spirit the word of visdom; to another,
the word of knovîedge by the same spirit; t0
another, faith by the samo spirit; to another,
the gift of healiiàng by the satie 'spirit; to
another, the svorl<ing of miracles; to another,
prophecy; to anionher, discerning of spirits; t
another, divers kind of tongues; to aniother,
the interpretation of congues," &c. Now
that these were miracuirtus endowments, dis-
tinct from the saiving influences of the spirit,
arnd niot possied hy ail thse brethretî in
roromon, ia ovident, tirst, from the lst verse
of the chaptor, wvhere ho takes up and states
the point ii theso Nvords: - lNosv concerning
spiritual gis," &c. Rend t0 the saine effect
the 28th verse : IlAnd God bath sent sotne
in the church), first apostles, secondarily pro.
phets, shirdiy teachers, after thatmimacles, then
gifis of heaiings, heips, goverttmerts, diversi-
dies of ton-rues. Are ail aposties ? are nll
prophets ? are aIl teachers ? are all avorkers
of miracles ? have ailthUe gifts of liording ?
do ail speak witia tongues ? do ail itîterpret ?
Nothing could ho more clonc thoni that the>
%pecini. eridowmotts wvere faîr frornt being pos.
sessed by ail Iu cotmtnn, for aliter introdue-
i a %Yirole chapter ini roconimcnding charity

as mure debirsîbie than any of these, lie takes
hold of bis subjert again in chapter xiv. 1
"Foiiow after charity, and desire spiritual
gifls, but rather titat ye xnay prophesy."
Read the %lrole chapter and you ivili find it
the best commnent on the %ubject. Noe, hoîv
rinfair tlic inférence, that because sncb, of
these endowed and inspired mon, and tvho,
%rere otriy membhers of the first churchies, diii
iriruet anîd exhort inî the public assembly,
every ordinary brother btas the priviiogo of
doing tito ame to-day, wvhother it is to edifi.
canionornfot. As î'Yellmighltaperson reaon,
as actuely you do, that because persons
%Yho were neitîrer prioat.- nor Levites, (but
reinember inspired or oxtraondinary mon)
wvere autitorized publicly to teach as iveli as
the priesN,, s0 ai iniht ho tenchers together.
This is exactiy the argument, and 1 shail
never forget the imnpress!,li which was once
made oit my mind, %Yhen 1 asked of a certain
leader proof on this point, bo gave me as if
quite ii point, 1 Cor. xiv. 29: "lLit the
ProPpts %Peak two, or three, and let the
etirer judge. " Or, as you have it, the aext
verse, IlYe may ail propheby one by one,
that ail may learn, and ail may bo cornforted. "
Now I ask of you pvouf, for 1 a-in nt rable
to ire it in your letter, either by commrand or
exampie, sîhere ai tho brethren cxercised
llClaelves in commurn, cither as tearliors or
P%1rorterî in their public aîsbesnby as a chureh;
2"d 1 am èoaîviuîcn'd if ivouiri ratier lead tu
Mfult.iuti thin tu ed iflentîrot.

3.e What you say about prophesylng, I
confess that it does not always mean tWetell-
ing future events, but -.peaking in a kntown
language "u tnte mon tu edification, and ex-
hortation, and comfort." But 1 maintain that
mieh instructions were those of prophets, anti
flot uninspired men as yoti 8eein to insinuate;
and should the instructions of Isainli or
Jereiniah answer none of these ends, they
shouid not be read in the church. 1 anm
aware that mnany understand the prophesying
of the New Testament as more commun
teaching, but any person who will tako thes
trouble of carefmiiy examining and comparing
the following texts, wli clearly see they wvere
the instructions of inspired n pnssebsed of
the prophetic gift; read 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28,
29 ; xiii. 2 ; xiv. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9-11, 17,
22, 24, 29, 31, 32, 39. Now every text that
speaks of these, extraondinary men exercibiug
theniselves in publie exhortation, are alto-
gether ide of the mark when applied te
the prîvilege of mpmbers ina common ; for If
we admît this, tupon what ground cati we
pioad agitinst the thnatical proceedings of the
Mormonîs andi Irvingites, who stobp not short
at prophets, but follosv out the %vhole cata-
logue, and must have thse brethren exercise
themselves as such, li order to be apostles;
and those who, have not vauity enouga for
such avful presumption, nor wickedness
enough for such fiction, craft, and delusion,
are held up to the world by these fanatiLes as
if they were ail groping their way lit the
mazes of error, and they only the followers
of the truth.

4. You say that "1,every observance ern-
joined on a church is bindlngr on themn to
observe every time they corne togetiser as a
church." Now, thislIdeny; for it kevident
thore are different duties enýjoined upon tbe
church, domestie, civil, and religious, tuivards
God, tIse îvorld, aud cach other; some of
thena private, sonne of then public, some of
tlaem binding upon them, as indiv'uduals and
others ira their collective or claurch capacity,*
whiclh they are not called upon to observe
every time tbey corne together as a church.
Yen, some of the dutie8 and ondinances of
thse Gospel, which they eau only obs~erve
îvhen met together, are not to be observed
according to that mile, but us circumattances-
require: such as the selection and appoint-
mont of officers, the exorcise of discipline, ne-
ceiving and excludiug members. But it
seems you draw this cule fromn Coi. 111. 16.
Nosv, I ask, should the eIders and inspired
brethreti of the Colossians exercibe themselves
iii teachingr and adinonibhing the church in
the publie assembly, and aIl do the saine lit

Il confe~s tirt it appears nsost iikfly that the
remarrk3 reot to tirera arii in tiseir churclr rap.rcity.


