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or estimated the imnportance of tho iittcr
Iby.a view of ianniedlinto results,4ln d it linis
tàkeai only one yeaàr ta' show liow short
siglited wvas such an estimate. At that
Lime the St. P. X. IL M. Comnpany wais
alio seeking a subsidized outrance into
th is province, and wus ofl'ering liberally
to sccuro 1the aid of the Local Go%-rn-
inerit.. Atthat tise, the St. P. M. LI M.
wais frac froim the coîîtrol of the 0. P. P.
stockholders, and thora is nio reason te
(loubt, but their ofl'ers to t1he Greenway
Government were mnade in perfect honesty
and good faith. But iii tIe past thait
company hiad played se subservient ta
the C. P. R. at Limes wvhen the province
(if Manitoba inest aîeeded their iii(lU-
pendent lhelp, thait a Cloud of suspicion
hung around their every moveanent, and
neither the Goverument, ner people of
Manitoba were willing to place much
reliance upen their offers or professions,
and ns a natural censequence tlîey wvere
shut out from the entraince to the pro-
vince, granted to the Northierni Pacifie
Cempaniy. WVit1î this entraince, secured
Lue N. P. & 1N. Ce. had ne necessity for
extending thicir lines eutside ef the pro-
vince by wvhichi they 'vere subsidized, so
long as th e St. P. M. & 3. rexnaiined in-
dependent ef 0. P. R. contrel. Their
preper course wais to secure connections
as tlîeroiaghly as possible throiagheut
Manitoba, and pushi for their share of the
hieavy carrying trafflo betwveen hiere andi
Ltme East, whiclî the province is ,r1dually
develeping,

But tisse werks changes iii railway as
well as other prospects, and quite a change
lias cerne over those of tîme N. P. & M.
Conmpany witlîin the past fewv wveks. It
is now almost certain tbat the St. P. 31.
& M. rend is once more controlled by
C. P. R. influences, and that its interests
aiîd these of the Canadian road are once
mamre identical. It is possible that this
chmange may have resulted froni tîme St.
P. M. & M. lailing last ypar to secure a
subsidized entrance into Manitoba. But
be that as, it mety, it is evidently once
mnore a llrk ,of. %vhat once -%vas ouLe ep-
pressive ra'lway inopoly. By linking
itsclf tîmus wvîth the C. 2. R. the cein-
bitatien .furnishes- a. line te the Pacific
Coast through the UntdStates and
nother threugh Canadiani territory, thus

paralleling 7the N. P. rend bi)thl on the
north and -on* the so'ith.; The combina-
Lion is in *a .position td,.çompete te- the,
Pacifie Çoast trqg. the Stetýs. iuder
thm rvsôsôftînesae comtùerce

lawv, or thîreîîgh Canadla, wlîere tîmat law
(lacs aîet exist. It is noth 1 aîg more tIsai
natural that, liedged iii oi£ both sides iii
tmis iiannier, the N. P. Comnpainy, througli
ifis adjunet tme N. P. anid M. should scek
nîcans te sectire at road te thie Pacific
throughi Canmada. aise, andi thaus bc ii et
position te figliton aîven greuaîd wviLI the
strong coanhination it lias te oppose. The
extension of tIme N. P. & 'M. road acroSs
tlîo Rocky 1ýouxîtainis Le tho Pacific je a
huge unidertakiag, but net se huge as
te scare at powerful coanpany like the
Nortla Paacilic. By securing coentral
of either the M. &t N. W. or N. W. cental
the burden of the uaadertaking wvouId be
inaterially lightened, ais beth roads have
land grants froin the Dominion, which
coulai be inade more valuable in the hands
of- suelu a powvcrful organization as the
Noîîiern Pacifie. Thore is tîmerefere
everý reason te believe that seme of tIme
rumors of railway deals iîew flying around
are net wvitlou t feundation, and that seine
arrangement between citmer tien M. & N.
W. or the N. W. Central andl the N. P.

1 M., will soon be autlmoritatively an-
mouniced.

In by-gone days ianiitebatnsi were
wvont te look upon raîilway deal rumers ais
enly rurners of more mnopoiy tics being
fornmed, but tljesc alays are gone, anal a
combination such ais wve have outlinied
would actualiy ho et beniefit to the wvhohe
Nerthvest. A second ronai constructed
te the Pacifie ceast during tîme next fewv
years, opehîing up tîîe rida valley of Ltme
North Saiskatchewvan imi iLs way, wouid be
a big impetus te Nortlîwestern progress,
aamd it is net at ail uamikely, tîmat the cern-
menceument of this undoriaîgnI is close at
hand.

.Even the ruxnored conabination of the
C. P. R. andi St. P. MN. & M. Companies
hias now no terrors for MINanitobans. It
may, and doubtiess wvill rechuce LIme coin-
petiters for this tiraffle te twe, but it will
bring twvo powerfîal comtending poNwers
fa.ce te face te study our %vaînts in denat
resppct, and it is suchi compatition, ne
inatter hew aanicabhy it inay be carried on,
w.hiclî is rnost effectuai in cleapening as
well as e-xtenidihg transportation facili-
t ies.

THE PEDDLERS' LICEMIS8.
The inove of the retail grocers' associa-

tioli in petîtioning the City Counecil te0 iii-
cresse the ciLy license càUècted frein
pedd lers is oas which bas received va.ried'
criticism fraya citizens of ali lasses, and'

thora can bc no dou'ot but the majority of
citizons favor an increase, alLhomgh thoro
are aIse (juite a few, wlîu like Mlayor Ryan
are more anxious about pe'or peddlers
naalcinq a living, tîman they are about pro-
ta'ctiaag the tax-paying traders of the city.
It rnay be safeîy inferred, therefore, that
a majority of our citizens believe, thait
such traders shouid bc pvotected in their
efforts te anake business pay, whetber the
Ilpoor peddler" inakes a living ait his
itinerant trading, or has te apply laimsef
te hired labor te get one. Wlîcther tîme
încreased licensu should or shouîd net bo
enforceal, is a question te be dccided net
upon any grounmds of philanthropy, but
pureiy upon the relative value as citizens
of the regular nierchant or jais meving
opponent, the pedler. The philanithropie
consîderatibns of our city fathert Bhould
be confineal pretty mruch within the scope
of the heailth and relief committee, aind
should net impon any censideration -b
alîowed te mix with a purely business
question.

The city council need have ne hésita-
tien in deciding as te wbieh claes of
traders demande their coxisideration.
The inerchant is a neccssity te make a
City, while a pedâler in a city is an unnec-
essary individual. altogethor, for whose
total loss ne one would feel sorry, and
ananyw~ould ho glad. Ho peddlles nething
which cannet bo had froan the regmlar
mnerchant in acity like Winnipeg, while
hoe je, as a ru!e, an irresponeible individual,
often requiring watching in his transac-
tiens, instead of bein,, er.tended civip'
philanthropy. His persistent ringing.of
door belle ait the front doors of residences,
(for lie is ais a rule toe cheeky, topueli thé
sale of bi*s wares through the don'estics inà
the rear) is ene of the worst annoyances
te which faim ilies are subjccted. In short
our city eouncii upen this little m'atter
have te detide as ta whethcr or net time
claims of a usefîmi and heavy tax-paimg
class of citizens shall ho coaîceded, even
if a chass who are attgether unnecessary
and ofton a nuisience, have te suifer.

IL is a pity this systeui of taxing heavily
pedallers wa.s no. applied, te others tl:an
those whe sell to fairilies. Thare is a
clamr of %Yholesale pedallers, wlao do net
even reside in the City, who dump perish-
able goods in car lots bore, and peddle
thean around te our maerchaints, gètting
out cf the eity as sbon ais they dispo '?rof
their consignaient W\irnipeg intht% Win-
ter Lime is a vory haindy market te, soud
iute, in a frozemi state, goods, that would
permeli elsewhere, andl these flyimg dealers
who bring su.-h, take care imkeep clearof
either assessor or tax collector. A liceni a
of$5OO ivould lho a proper dose' fo r such
pe0pl a-.


