4 THE CRITIC.

King Hutnbert of Italy io going to visit England ere long, and the
interchange of courtesies will doubtless do much to cement the alrendy cor-
dial fecling between the two countrics, The tail-twistera in the United
States of America (why can't they got a respectable and shotler name for
their country ?) will feel disappointed that their predictions of unplessant-
ness over African interests between the 1wo monarchies have oot been
realized,

Wo hed a henvy snow storm followed by heavy rain last week,  Most
people arc aware of thia fact, but we have an object in givieg it all the
publicity in our power. We arc.almost tempted to believe that the august
body of sworthics who manage the aftuirs of this metropolis, knew nothing
about tho manner in which the elements were behsving, or else that thuse
supteme dignitaries were obsolved from the obligation of ordivary cit 2:ns
to use the city ridewalke for walking on, snd to sometimes make an ¢ffent
10 cross the street in order to put in an appearance at their places of busi-
pess, In short, what we sre trying to hint a1, without being too blunt or
hurting anybody's feclings, is that the sidewalks and crossings were in a
condition on Friday morning last that was nothing short of disgraccful. In
some places in tho busiest parts of the city, well on in the day, the slush
was nearly a foot deep, and pexfectly impassable for people who were not
shod in high rubber boots. What in the name of civilization were cur City
Fathera thinkiog about to allow this state of uffairs? What do tax-payers
elect their representatives for if not to look after the keeping of the city in
decent order for getting about in? Shame on such neglect ! We hope the
general wrath aroused by the slushy crossiegs on this cccasion will make
itself felt forcibly enough to awaken the city authorities to a scnse of duty
when we again experience a storm: of the kind.

Queen Victoria's letter to the nation in reference to the lamented death
of the Duke of Clarence and Avondale, is upiversally acknowledgzd to have
been ope of the most touching commubications Her Majesty has ever made
to her loyal subjects, and all claeses of people read it feeling that one touch
of nature makes the whole world kin, The statement that Raphael, Tuck
& Sons, tiie well-known London Rue art publishers, have been honored by
Her Majesty's commande to produce a fac-simile of tbe letter in Her
Majesty’s handwritiog, so that the document may be widely distiibuted,
will be received with favor, The letter is to be produced 1n four different
styles suitable for framing, viz, faz-simile by process, on fine paper, etching
fac-simile, eigned arlist's proof of the etching and fifty-five remarque proofs
on satin, of which ten copies are 10 be reserved for the Queen and Royal
Family, five copies for the British Museum and other places, and the remain-
ing forty copies will be offered for sale at five guineas each. The process
fac-similes will cost one shilling each, or people desirous of distnibuuog
cepies may obtain them for cighty shillings a hundred in quantities not less
than fifty copies, Meesre, Raphacl, Tuck & Sons and all their staff are
giving their services for this national cause, and they have arranged to hand
the entire profits realized by the sale of the fac simile letters to charities
selected by the Queen, the Gordon Boys' Heme being the principal pariici-
pant. The letter is to have a epecially designed borderby E. J. Poynter,
R. A, ap}.nved by Her Majesty, and there is no doubt the souvenir will
be cagerly purchased. In after-times, when the Queen becowes in the
course of nature but 2 memory to her people, such a touching epistle
as her letter to the nation will grow more and more valuable,

Halifax did her centenarian hero, Sir Provo Wallis, scant honor the
other dsy wheo his mortal remains were being carried to their long resting
place at Funtington, England. Thnere was nothing to show that the
Admural of the Fleet, who claimed vur city as his birth-place, was dead.
Pernaps therefore, the announcement that 2 memoir of Sir Provo, written by
his otd friend Dr. ]. G. Brighton, has just been published by Messrs. Hutch-
inson & Co., will fall on unheeding cars, but we trust not. Dr. Brighton
has been engaged on the work for some time, and there is, pernaps, no man
who could better have undertaken the task of recounting the remarkable
events of the life of the aged admiral. It wasto his biographer that Sir
Provo, a few months ago, wreic what will probably be found to be his last
Ietter, aad a fac-simile of it wiil be found 1n the volume, which will also
inciude copious exiracts from the Admiral's correspondence, his 0w n account
of the engayements he took part 1n, as well as Dr. Bughton's recullectivns of
the Admiral during a friendship extending over a long period of years and
ever since Lis retirement from active sersice. The volume will contain
numerous illustrations, among others a portrait of the admiral at one hundred
years of age. Apart from the personal interest for Halifaxians in this book
it canpot fail to be most valuable in mauy other respects, and we hope that
Halifax will pot neglect to Liunur her distinguished sun by secunng o fuit
pumber of copies of his life. It was a unique hooor to Sit Provo to retsta
his name on the active list to the end of his long life , by his death Admurai
A. F. R. de Horsey will become Admural of tue Fleet, Vice-Adwital S.t
John Ketnedy Erskine Baird will be promotedt. Adwira., LR.ac-Adwirai
James Elphinstone Erskine will become Vice-Admirsl sad Captain H. H.
Rawson, C. B, wul get his flag. 1t 15 interesting to koow that Sir Provo
enjoyed the best of health all s life, and only took to his bed tis winter
to avoid taking cold. Helived simpiy—almost severely—and slept on a nar
row 1ron bed with very little luxary about it. He was twice married, his
second wife being a daughter of the late General Sir Rubut Wiisun, and
survives her husband.  Sach n brief ore a few of the intercsung facts
connected with a distinguished Halifaxian.

The scquirement by the museum of the Canadian Institute at Toronto
of one of the most impurt it collections of aboriginal Indian objects in
America is ground far congratulating the Institute,  The specimens in this
museum are available for purpoec of sludy by heing carefully illustrated in
the onnual reports of the Institute. It would b2 well if our Provincial
Muaseum could be made of advantage to scientists and others by some pub-
lication in connection with it. In the hands of v capable man its influence
wight be wide-spread.

The inconvenicnce of the Newfoundland laws regarding the sale of
{froz:n hening to Canadian vessels has been considerable, but Captain
Wrayton of the Ocean Delle has bzen ingenious cnough to fiud a eimple
wethod whereby to checkmato the aucient colony. He has had the
vessel's registry changed fromd Nova Scotis to Newfoundland, and will thus
be able to carry on the trads a3 usual, for of ojurse, his action mikes the
Ocean Bells nominally a Newfoundlander, evea while all the sympathies of
her owners are with Camda.

A profusely illustrated article in the March Cenfury oa * The United
States Fish Commission,” by Richard Rathbug, has led us to formulate the
wish, lung rambling through the corridors of oar brain, that we could have
an aquarium in Ialifax. It is true we ought first to perfect some public
sttutions which are at prosent poked away almost in obscurity, (such as
our Pruvincial Muscum and the Citizans' f'ree Library) but it appears to
us that Canadian fisherirs being s0 important, and Nova Scotiy beiog very
deeply interested in them, an iastitution where ** the wouders of the deep”
could be seen by all classes of people, cither free or for a emall considera-
tion, would be an educative influence of great value. From the article
which turned our thoughts in this direction we learn what a vast amcunt of
useful work has breu done by the U. S, Commission since its inception in the
winter of 1870-71, and the illustrations of curious forms of marine life are
exceedingly mtcrosting. ‘The concluding words of the writer of the article
are so much to the point that wo quote them :—* Science stands, therefore,
between nature and the fisheries as a willing and helpful agent, powerful in
its influence to promote the general good. From the experimental stage its
progress has been gradual but decisive to the higher plane, where its bzne-
fits are no longer problematical. Whether in the discovery of new wealths
or in the reparation of former industrics, its services are acknowledged to be
essential. It teaches the priociples of fist.-culture, and leads the way to
proper legislaticn and judicious fishing methods. . . " Anaqaarium natur-
ally pre-supposes the carrying on ot investigations and the securing of
specimens for it, but there is no doubt of the vilue of such an institution.
We well remember when a child visiting the Royal Aquiriua in Loodon,
and what a number of things we lesreed from whit we saw, and we wish
that every boy and girl 1n Nova Scotia could have an opportuaity of secing
for themselves what interestiog things live in the water.

Jobn Boyle O'Reilly once wrote :

“* Poets should not reason,
Let them sing.”

And it is evident, by a good deal of the pottry which is published, that
O'Reilly has a numer.us following. Singing, so-called, otherwise the
ordinary poetry of magszine commerce, has 1its gaoed points, and as we do
not look for the mathematical precision desired by the statistical physician
who said Tennyson’s lines should bz amended to read:
‘* Every mmmnent dies aman,
Every moment one aud a sixteenth is born,”

we are quite sstisfied whea some approach to correctness marks the verse.
We are ofiumss awmused by the posticas aspeci givea to comm s thiogs, and
more so by the errors regarding namss, natural phenomena, etc., so often
made. A striking instance of adoptinga popular wistake, and enshrining
it in exceedingly pretty verse, is 10 b2 seen in the current number of a
widcly-rcad mogazine. It is a ccmmon thing to hear the condition of trees
and other ctjects cuvered with glazed ice spoken of as a ¢ silver thaw
when the sun shines and produces the beautiful sparkling, gem-like appear-
ance with which we are all more or less familiar, but the nams is a mistake.
A “ailver thaw,” strictly speaking, is that condition of things to be seen
when the stmosphete suddenly becomes milder and the frostin trees, stones,
buildings, etc., cumes out, so to speak, and looks like frosted silver, It ia
not half so pretty as is the glazed ice spectacle when the suu is shining,
but the fact remains that it is the real ** silver thaw " and the other is not,
For practical purposes “ glezed ice ' n.ight be changed to ¢ diamond thaw,’
“ crystaline frost,” or something to suit the occasion, but there is no use in
calling things what they are not. Puc's shou'd “reason” sufficiently to
avuid spoiltng their worr by mistaken tarms, as we sometimes see done.
Speaking of putts itads us by wssueiation of ideas tu tefer to a case cf inspt
1hstration which recchitly appewted ta Serilner’s, and which ought to put
lady poeuizits at jeas. upOs theit guaid Lest sunc wicked man get «ffa cruel
juke upob taem Mtk a. nlusitation they Lave not eccu. A lady souncteer
began her verse by tcliing ¢ Ilay eslecp upcn the fragrant grass,” or some
words to that cffcct, aud the 1dea that the was asleep upon the grass was the
burden of the sonrot. How the fair writer felt when she saw her produc-
tton 1hustrated can  be better imagined than dercribed, for the ariist had
represented her 2. 1yiny, asieep on tho griss in rery scant attire, on the
principle, we suppusc, that b.auty usadurnced is adorned the most. It must
have been a w o gulsh atiist #iw did that piece of work, and it certainly pro-
vided lacghing atock for the readers of the magazine in question.
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