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113 Hitaraf e xiTiCiscespinsible for the siswsetprussedin Editorial Notesand
v rtlcles,and for anch anly: but the o litor is nnt to bounderatood as endorsing the sonti-
a3t acpiaas0d T £a9 articles crntributed to this journal. Qur readsrs aro capable of
awcwiagor lingararing of A1y part of an article or contentsof the paper; and after
ever:iting 1o aire 11ty whati« to ipusarin ourcoluinne,weshallleavetae resttothoir
tellizant judgment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

It is not considered probabie that Lieut. Stairs wul vist Halifax this
year, owing to the difficulty of ubtaining long leave. lLieut Stairs has been
¢ appuinted Adjutant to the Engineers at Aldershot, a post hitherto not held
by anyone urder the rank of Majr.

——— - = = ——

Onc of the numbers of our staff, who has just returned from a vacation
trip tv Boston, had tho pleasure while there of being & guest at the meecting
of the New Eogland Woman's Press Asdociation, held in the Parker House
on Wedncesdsy, May 21st.  Iu another column may be found an account
of the proceedings, which wi.l be of interest to meny, more especially our
lsdy readers, iu whom we would hike 10 arouse an interest in what wornen
are doing in nowspaper work.

Some alarm is felt as 1o the manner in which working men would spend

their leisure hours, should the eight haur movement be generally adopted ;
but it must be remembered that the reduction of labor houts from twelve to
ten per day has led to a steady improvement in the mental status of the
working classes. Even with the longer hours grest inteliectuality has been
attained, as witness the achievements of Rurritt, the blacksmith, and Hugh
Miller, the stone mason, and who will dare say that with greater leisure
there will not be a still morc marked uplifting of the toiting masses.
. The irrepressible Mr. Wiman has appeared at Waterloo, Ontario, where,
if despatches sre 10 e relied upon, he made a speech advising the eleclors
of the Dominion to vote the Liberal ticket as the best means of securing
uprestricted reciprocity with the United S:ates. If the Liberals are so
foolish a8 to adopt Mr. Wiman as a champion they are likely to meet with
a Waterloo defeat, as the arguments used by him 10 advance his petscheme
in’ Canada are the opposite in many respects to those used for tho same pur-
bose on the other side of the line. The Dominion Government has done
all that it honiorably can do %o secure reciprécity, but all its overtures have
so far been rejected by the ruling powers in the United States. The oulcry
in 2 portion of the press ot the Dominion for reciprocity at any cost only
weakeps the chances of obtaining it, ns it strengtheas the opision in the
States that the advantages are entirely on the side of Canada, and furnishes
the opponents of the measure with a strong argument against negotisting
any reciprocal treaties with the Dominion.

It appears to us that the European war cloud which has suppo.sedly been
hanging about ever since the Franco Prussian struggle, is a sensational myth,
and is likely to disappear without serious damage. At least this is the
opinion of Von Moltke, who, at the ripe age of four score and ten years,
declares that the next European war will be a war of the people against
Emperors, Kings and Statesmen, which being interpreted, means the settiog
up of Furopcan Republics. Von Moltce may bo able to look back for

| nearly a century, but whether he is farsighted 1s to what is yet to take

place will have to be left to posterity to decide.

Very many references have been made in our daily contemporaries to
the new City Ilall, in which some irresponsible nameless persons have come
in for a large share of blame, owing to the alleged unsuitability of the
building for the purposes of Civic government. Last week the City Hall
was formally opened by an extensive “ At Home.” given by His Worship
Mayor McPherson, and the public were given an opportunity of sitting in
the Aldermanic chairs and testing the comfort of the wooden lounges in the
colls of the Police Siativn; and the public have come to the coaclusion
that, notwithstanding the adverse criticism of {~ddists, Halifax has now a
commodious and elegantly furnished City Hail, of which any city might
justly be proud.

The citizens of Halifax united in August of last year in carrying
out a most successful Summer Carnival, and every Halifax citizen felt a
justifiable pride in the rosult.  1he attractions of Halifax wore made known
to many thousands of strangess, and the reputation of the city was changed
from one of supposed sleepiness and iaactivity to one of wide-1wake enter-
prise. So far, so good, but when we dance we should pay the piper.
$1,500 of unpaid bills from the Caraival accouat are now io the hands of
the committee, and the treasury is dollarless. For the crodit of the city an
earnast effort must b2 at onco mide 10 settle all outstandings, and whether
this be done by private subscription or by the City Council, it should be
donc promptly and heartily.

Stanley’s protest against the aggressive attituds of the Gzrmaus in Africa
has drawn out a reply from the Marquis of Salisbury, who treated the latter’s
remarks “in a bantering maaner,” and gave assurances that the interests of
Eegland in the dark continent were being looked aftsr. Care had to be
token that injustic» shyild n>t be done to the various trading companies
now opcrating in Afticy, and due respect paid to treaty rights. All these
matters require time to enquire int)y, bat a satisfact sy solution of the diffi-
culties would soon bz arrived at.  The Marquis of Salisbary’s prompt reply
to Stanley proves the great popularity of tae latter in Eaglaad, where his
utterances have put the leader of the Goveroment on the defensive, aud
forced him to * rize and explain.”

Nova Scotia’s freedom from destruciive storms is readily becomiog note-
worthy. Not since the Saxby gale has there be:n « storm of any magaitude,
while our less fortunate neighbors to the south are continually sufieriog from
blizzards, tloods, water-spouts, electrical storms and hurreaues, and thz loss
of lifc and property from these ciuses alons is simply appalliag  Oar for-
tupate situation in regard to the great awr curreats constantly circulating
aronind the globe is the oasily explained cause of this immunity, as storms
frequently start from our coasts, ot have speot their fury before they reach
us, proving, as far as atmospheric disturbances are concaraed, that we are
in a pleasantly neutral position  Not the least of th= biessings of life in
Nova Scotia is the fecling of perfect sccurity from loss or damage by any
great convulsion of zature.

The rumor that Prince Albert Victor of Wales has returned from India
with a determination to marty his cousin, Princess Mary of Teck, in defi-
ance’of the Queen, who says very positively that he shall never have his

-wish whilc she lives, seems to be bringing things to a climax in the Royal

family. Itis stated that the belligerent Priace has made a suggestion as to
a scttlement of the important question, which his perploxed rolatives cagerly
welcome. It is to the effzct that if he be allowed to marry the lady of his
choice, he will waive his right, as eldesi son of the Prince of Wales, w0 the
Throne of England, provided ample allowances are setiled upon him. Ia
view of the fact that Prince George 1s much stronger, mentally and physt.
cally, than the heir presumptive, it would seem to bs 2 good idea that he
should have the preference, but if reporis ate true, the Princess Mary of
Teck does not reciprocate the affection of her Royal lover, 1o which case,
if the lady has a will and a wont of her own, Prince Albert Victor may pre-
fer to keep posscssion of what he aircady has, rather than transfer.his night
of succession to his brother. The Princess of Wales issaid to take the part
of her eldest son in this matter, .



