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wvas fruitlcss. Prior to thc flshuuîg excursion lic liad
drawu his deposit fromn a Kansas bank, anîd bold luis
friends lie wvas goiîîg t0 California t0 briiug hiote luis
orpliaii îicplicws. 0f buie ilîsurance îîîoîey $4o,ooo wvas
payable to these childreii wluose trustee wvas ])r.
Frakcr'.; brotuer-iii-law. On a claini bciîîg miade, al
the couupaîuîer, exccpt the L-quiitable, refused to pay Uhe
dlaims. Tiie comîpaîîics offéred $2o,ooo rctvard for
proof of deafli, or of lus beiuug alive. l'lie exetitor of
the allege(l dead mîan's %vill brouglit sî:it agailist the
cotupaities, wliich wvas wvon by bte defexîdauts. it was
appealed to, the Kanusas Suprenie Court, %viicli hi Feb-
ruary last decided against the counpanies, anîd ordercd
the dlaims to be paid o1 the i 2tli of August last, wvhich
was douie, anud Uie offer of a reward ;vas cancelled. A
few days ago Dr. Fraker wvas discovered bo be living ini
a wvi1d part of Miniiesota, iii thue depblis of a wood, fifty
miles froîn a post office, witli oîîly a boy for coîîîpanioîî
ini ]ls solitary luut. 1-lowv they liad subsistcd for about
2o mnîis ini sucu a place is a inystery ivliicli probably
'will be cleared up at bis trial, for lie is uîow in jail at
Duluthu. Thle case is onîe bluat we predict %vill present
grave difficulties, and wvhich, as ive have said, proves
sucli a provision for contingendic.-s as oilly coulld have
been made by ail educated crinuinal.

Thlere is, nt preselît, no direct proof of Dr Frakzer
haviîug becîx cogauizalut of thîe proccedings which fol.
lowedliis disappearaîîcc. Cases hiaveoccurred ofinîys.
terious flights and couiceaimnuts wvhichi led to persoîîs

bciîîg regardcd as dead whio wcre oily lîiding. A case
is kuiown to us ofa soldicr iii the northerii arniy during
the Civil War, whio deserted, cxchianged lus uniforni
wvitlx a fri enîd, anîd boili tried to sviiu across the Polo-
luac. 'l'le soldicr got across, but the civiliati was
drowvîéd. As lie hiad on the uniforîx of a soldier and
bore a reseiblance to the deserter, lie wvas regarded as
onue, and the soldier's wife ivas niotified of lier hutsband's
fate. Mihle the w'ar lasted lie kept closely hidden, lic
wvas niourned as onîe dead, and the iiisuiralice ou lus life
wvas paid. \Vlîeîî the war wvas over lie turtied up at his
brotlier's house at Birmîinghamu, E,-iiglaiud, where lie first
leartit that lie wvas thoughit to be clead. Ii luis case the
insurauuce înoney -%vas repaid to the coruupany. MFie
lesson of Dr. Fraker's case is iainly as to the necessity
for the conipanies paying mnore attention to the capacity
of applicatits for policies, to pay the premniums. It is
quite evideut Dr. Fraker could flot carry policies for
$.58,ooo on ail incoîine of $r,Soo. Thli conîing trial will
doubtless bring out soiilC unatters of the greatest
interest to, ail assurance conmpailies, and i'ill be a cau-
tionu to the Courts to be more careful iii weighing evi-
dence offered iii proof of death. Thie Rauisas Court 'vas
very rashi, as the min wlîo swore to liaving secîx Dr.
Fraker drotvîî were boîli of thicn lighly disreputable
cluaracters, one beiuig nowv in j ail for burglary. But, b
the sliaiîe of sonie courts it intist be said that ilisurafice
comlpanxes are ofien rcgarded as fair gaine for design-
iîîg personis.

BUSINESS 0F BRITJSH£ PIRE OFFICES POIL THIE YEAR 1894.
<Coînpileul (rom the L~wIonudon, Englanhi).
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Alliance.......... ........................... 509,755 24S,402 1S1,613  4S.7 35.6 "'4-3
Atlas ................. ....................... 62,S33 j 96:543 116,547 54.2 32.1 86.3
Caledoniati................................... (a) 483,00 !î,S q6.9 633336S.9
Comnmercial Union .............................. 13127,745 6.SS 7 4  344,974 60.2 30.6 90.8
County ........................................ 273- 500 13,5 t3,095 51.0 30.4 Si. 4Equitalîle...................................... 205,795 129:144 69»773 62.7 33-9 96.6
Guardian....................................... 440,042 -6S,698 133,190 59*S 34.1 93.9
hnpecn2l.................. ..................... 6SS,3 54  3S7,343 241,024 56.3 35.1 91.4
Lancashîire........... ......................... 725,213 440,6SI 233,7;6 60.7 1 34.9 95.6
Law .................... ................... ' 116,St2 60,39 40,452 44-5 29.5 74-0
Lion.......................................... MASI 110,595 67,257 59.9 36.4 96.3
lÀvcqmol & ondon & Globe .. .................. 1,6iS,lzS j 902.241 50C4,431 55.7 31.2 86.9)
London & Lancashirc ............................ S6,1 4S9,513 291-443 57.S 34-4 92.=
lAndion .................... ................... 404,77S 2049 1322 5- 29S.
Manchester ................ ..................... ......9 42,;4 133,292 56.9 33-1 96.6
National..................... ................ 279393= 17i,939 S610 62.s 30.7 96.5
Nlorth Brititsh & Ilrcasitide............. 1,440,509 825,497, 477,123 Ç7-3 3-.1 94
Northem ....................... .................. 701,623 1 38-1-928 237,353 54.9 33.8 MS.
Norwich Union ...................... .............. 9023070 497,423 2S(6,573 55.8 31-7 86.S
Palatine ........... ............................ S63,6î8 550,974 2S2,030 6'.S .32.6 96.4
Patriolic....................................... ISS,3oS 103,SI0 56,iSg 56.0 30.0 S6.0
ffPhoenix ....... ......... ...... ............... 1,091,400 6s,6S., 337,S75 60.3 31.0 91.0

'Royal ....... ............................... 2,032,4s0 1,537 665,430 5S:3 32-7 S2.3
Royal Exchanîge.........................,O 7 129,613 84,544 .19.S 32.5 S6.0
Scottish Union & ainl...........5001 272,644 157,793 54-5 31.3 91.3
Sun................ ...... .................... vs9, 4ISS,4qU) 30,5 0.6 52. i32
Union ........................................ 402,114 l 223,457 129,866 55- 32.3 87.'Wecstminster .............. ..... ................ 109.997 1 36,962 37,9S7 5î.S 3437 9.3Yoîkshire ...................................... 903 4.9 32,65 47-2 32.9 So.î
Oulier itibli offices .............................. t 95,.S93 1 275)047 203,'261 46.2 3.1S S0. 3

Total$ I894...... ....... £ ;c 6921,6109 62 (279,677 57.0 32.7 89.7

I89..................... '1,5,5 12,3;I9.460 3 ,810,517 69.o 32.6 101.6
(a) Includ% _f52,563 net Tccived fron Ngara Company. 'The i'hcenix niakecsno rep)orL 10 hit Government,.tntl gras îlot înclutcd in 1893.


