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was fruitless.  Prior to the fishing excursion he had
drawn his deposit from a Xansas bank, and told his
friends he was going to California to bring home his
orphan nephews. Of the insitrance money $.40,000 was
payable to these children whose trustee was Dr.
Fraker'; brother-in-law.  On a claim being made, all
the companies, except the Equitable, refused to pay the
claims. The companies offered $20,000 reward for
proof of death, or of his being alive. The executor of
the alleged dead man’s will brought suit against the
cowpanies, which was won by the defendants. 1t was
appealed to the Kansas Supreme Court, which in Feb-
ruary last decided against the companies, and ordered
the claims to be paid on the 12th of August last, which
was done, and the offer of a reward ivas cancelled. A
few days ago Dr. Fraker was discovered to be living in
a wild part of Minnesota, in the depths of a wood, fifty
miles from a post office, with only a boy for companion
in his solitary hut. How they had subsisted for about
20 months in such a place is a mystery which probably
will be cleared up at his trial, for he is now in jail at

Duluth. The case is one that we predict will present
grave difficulties, and which, as we have said, proves
such a provision for contingencies as only counld have |
been made by an cducated criminal. !
There is, at present, no direct proof of Dr Fraker
having been cognizant of the proceedings which fol-
lowed his disappearance. Cases have occurred of mys-
terious flights and concealments which led to persons

being regarded as dead who were only hiding. A case
is known to us of a soldier in the northern army during
the Civil War, who deserted, exchanged his uniform
with a fri end, and both tried to swim across the Poto-
mac. The soldier got across, but the civilian was
drowned. As he had on the uniform of a soldier and
bore a resemblance to the deserter, he was regarded as
one, and the soldier’s wife was notified of her husband’s
fate. While the war lasted he kept closely hidden, he
was mourned as one dead, and the insurance on his life
was paid. When the war was over heturned up at his
brother’s house at Birmingham, England, where he first
learnt that he was thought to be dead. In his case the
insurdance money was repaid to the company. The
lesson of Dr. Fraker's case is mainly asto the necessity
for the companies paying more attention to thecapacity
of applicants for policies, to pay the premiums. It is
quite evident Dr. Fraker could not carry policies for
$58,000 on an income of $1,8co. The coming trial will
doubtless bring out some matters of the greatest
interest to all assurance compaunics, and will be a cau-
tion to the Courts to be more careful in weighing evi-
dence offered in proof of death. ‘The Kansas Court was
very rash, as the men who swore to having seen Dr,
Fraker drown were both of them highly disreputable
characters, one being now in jail for burglary. But, to
the shame of some courts it must be said that insurance
companies are often regarded as fair game for design-
ing persouns.
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