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. only their inmgén"but their substance from his waking thoughts. Dreams become signific-

,

_ wretchedness, and-at

ant when they embgdy in a picturesque form the concentrated essence of the general tenor
of our thoughts or tendency of our character,  And it was because the brothert felt that
these dreams did 30, and were no mere fanciful whimsicalitigs, that they hated him yet the
wore for Jus dreams.  The fact that ncither the princely dress nor the confident dreams ex.
ciled their ridicule, but that both cacited their hate, shows that they saw the appropriateness
of the dress and already felt in Joseph a superiority which lent significance to his dreams.” -
6. “ Dreams become significant when they are the concentrated essence of- the main stream
of our waking thoughts and gicturesquely exhibit the tendency of the character.” {Ifods).
“ Gur wishes.are the forefeelings of out capabilities,” and'in dreams we attain the - goal of
our desires.  Joseph told-his-dreams with the simplicity of a guileless mind, and with the
natural proneness of members of a family to tell-in-the morning the.dreams they have had.
{Deds). " 7, The brothers interpret the dream correctly, although it was-to be tealized in
2 way-that they had no conception.of. See ch. 42¢ 6:‘43: 265 44: 14, Tt is evident that
tillage was practised-to some extent by Jacoh and'his sons. B, The). bated him for his
dredms and for Aés wo#ds, - ‘They would not give him credi{ for guileless simplicity, but
believed:that he exulted over them when he told-it. 9. The econd dream is plainer than
the-first and exalts Joseph still more, The sun.and-the moon—His father and mother.
Rachel was dead:and Leah did not live:to.go down to.Egypt. (cl 49: 31). They are in-
troduced merely to complete the symbolism of the dream, and denote the whole family.
10, 1. Perhaps Joseph exhibiteda hittle-childish pride while telling lius
Jacob.felt it necessary to reprove lum.for allowing himself to entertain such an unseemly
ambition.  Still, like Mary, t pondered theése things in his heart. (Luke 2: 19, 51).
‘¢ These:dfeams- were-probably Yntended to sustain JoSeph during his thirteen years of
Sxe samé time, 1o prepare him to-be an.intezpreter,” (Lange).. ~ .-

_SUMMARY AND REVIEW. = - .

‘ (.\Ye‘iiave asked some of»rthe experienced blackboard teachérs in our Sabbath Schools :té

write the Sumniary and Review forthe Teachers” leaflet. The first of these is given below, - ‘

and is'wﬁ'tten by Mr. David F othenngham, P. S. Inspector, and for Yome time Superintend-
ent of Bleor St, Church 5. School, To. We hope this: feature will be acceptable as affording
teachers-an-opportunity of comparing the methods of our best “Blackboardists.” We shall
take it as-a great.favor if anyone will send-us the nathe of a minister, superintendent or

 teacher;gkilled in the userof chalk). -
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‘This lesson may well-be-studied-and taught -as illustrating the characteristics and icon“";’

sequences.of Home Life, Lawless Life, and A Loving and Suffering Life.

The home influences of Jacob’s early family life ‘may, with-little hesitation, be assigped'é.s

a controlling power.in the formation6f the character of the sons 6f Bilhal and Zilpah—two
mothers of inferior social position and of probably heathemsh proclivities. Jacob himself,
having set hiis heart on material and:selfish acquisition, could not have manifested the spirit
of self-sacrifice and-self-demal which-should be most prominent in-home life and disciphine:

second dream and-

»

His cunning and.craft, so often ‘manifest during:his Haran life,.conld not but speak louder

than words in his polygamous and no donbt often discordant household. ) o
Very different- must have been his spisit and life after his conflict, victory and transform.

atiofi.at Peniel and:after the loss of his beloved Rachel. By these touches of God’s hand

and Spirit he had been -humbled, quickened, uplified, strengthened, not less for the sacrel

duties of husband and-father, thao foi the exalted place he was to occupy?ip the noble lne

of patriarchs, and-as progenitor of the Great Prince. Thus we may account for the gracious

development in character of his youngest son, whichy has:made the name of Joséph synonym.. o '

ous-in-all gges with whateter is pure, manly, filial apd pions. - A o
- - The nomadic life of these Sons of Jacob’s secondary wives, with much idle time on their
hands; with no-Jaw but their.own tastes and impulses, abd often associated with vieious
heathen tribes.of theyand, must have rapidly developed:the selfish, the sensual, the. cormipt
within them. The grief of the pureminded, noble-spirited Joseph'at such a state of matters’
in bis father’s farhily must have been intolerable. Not'as a talebearer, but feehng a teal -

responsibility for their characterand conduct, he reluctantly, but courageously, carries to |

their father ** their evil report.”

Unsuspicions becaule.of his tender years-and own transparent.honesty, after having incur. * ‘
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