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. rect roa.d ‘to the knowledge o him who 1s
the Life Eternal. = - 0 :
L We' had- quite a large congregation all the"
' 'afternoon sitting round us: ‘and hstening at—

.. tentively to the message- of God's 1oye.. Thad
put the: ‘Gleaner’ e in my, *pocket, \thmkm

that perhaps 1 should ‘be-glad to read some‘
- The: opportumty for

o it durmg the- day.«

’ '. Tedding it never came; but-I showed: our-vil- .

: 't0'kn‘ow whether Japan' was an-island close,
“to-England, and-I think, grasped .the idea, .

: some days,’ said the child.

‘ _upon his tace.’

" 'said the little prattier

.lage friends the. pictures in.it. 'J.‘hese en-

“abled one to- pomt out that: the same gospel.

message is ‘needed ‘for -all' races ‘and. chmes,
and, that ‘the same’ ‘loving - Saviour -is- mani-
» festing his mighty power in saving men from .
-sin in all parts of the world.. They wished

ttiat one is the land of the .rising sun, and-
“thé other ratrer the land .of the sunset. -But
:strange as’it may seem, the best ‘text I. got
“from the ‘Gleaner’ was the wolf’s head in
the advertisement on the back of it. ' 'This de-
lighted .the young "people - present, and I
:'spoke’ to'them: of 'our ‘great -enemy in. hlS

_‘character-of 2 ravenous beast seeking whom. .

“he may’ devour.” This lesson was emphas1z—

" ed- by -the.fact" that earlier in- the. week a

wolf had come down from the mountams
- two weeks in succession to attack the flocks,
but had been driven., .off. by the barking of -
. the dogs and the shoutmg of the shepherds

‘This naturally gave the opportunxty of

. speaking . further, about the Good Shepherd

who ‘gave his 1ife for the sheep, and was, '

mamiested that-he. might destroy the works.
ot the. dev1l’ Persmns, even in humble iife,
are yery fond- of poetry, and one of their

-‘best known poets says. that ‘it is better tov

ceut-off ‘the wolf’s head in’ the ﬁrst instance,
and not wait il he has ravaged the ﬂock,
«(ct. .our proverb about shuttmg the stable
door after the steed is stolen) Wehn I
quoted the lines they Were ev1dently famillar

to the people, and tlus helped ‘to’ emphasize,
. another side of truth connected with ‘the

wolf !

"A Viston' at a Billiard Table.

(By John F Lawrs)

Papa, said little Minnie Page, ad she
crept upon her f.athers knee ‘and Test ed her.
he').d upon bis bosom, ‘rhe: doesn’t love God
all ‘me should like o do.’
. tle pet say ‘that? replied her father bending
down and’ kissmg her ‘cheek. -
tloesn’t give me a good papa every day; only
“Whatever has
put such a ‘notion into your head, my baby
girl"' said her fathcr, with-a ‘troubled look
‘Some days you's very good,
and comes homie to Minnie 'fore she goes to
bed ‘and’ then me loves God for sending you .
“ home to me; but' sometimes” you doesn’t
"‘tome home, and it makes Minnie cry to 2o,
to bed ’out’ papas kiss ‘But you ought to

love God always, Minnie, because he doesn’t -

kcep your papa from coming home.’: ‘Does-
“n't God give usg all ‘good things? said the
“ehild. »*Yes, Minnie. ‘And isn't it.a good
thing to have a ‘good papa come home " to
- kiss Minnie and love her ’fore she goes to
"Ved? ‘Papa does love his little one, whether
‘he comes home to her or not,  said James
‘Page, with a choking sensation in his throat

Tee-fBut i God would send’ papa home every

_night, me would love him all’ day long for it;

| think’ my little
one is ‘fired: and wauts to 80 to bed now; so
papa \\ill give her a sweet lnss because ‘he

is liere to-night ana then you must love

f‘od to—morrow for it’
‘Away ran the little one to her mamma

_ vith a merry lau zh, and_ Tames ]?age, ‘left

’
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’ s1ttm°'s,
occupied, in the Methodist chapel not far -
~He wag respectably

-stop the sounds from entering,

““Why does my lit- "

‘Cause he-

. to himself,

cha1r and stood gazmg out of the wmdow,ﬂ-

wzth ‘his ‘hands thrust into his trousers pock—
ets, and his eyes fixed. on noth.ing in. particu-
lar His’ httle_ four-yw-old baby. had struck
) :-upon his
conscience

; _,,and‘ gave »voice to:

upon wluch .the, searing process was just.

comme”icmv EEI

He was.not’a’ proﬂigate by any means ' He -

had Deen trained ina rehgmus home, had
hich he’ and his wife frequently

. from_his own house.
. connected-and outwardly moral; but'he had
hccome, connected .with a club which-numper-
ed among its members several who were in
-his own line of businegs, and with whom he
.was, well acquainted The day-after the. con-
versation with his child he.wasg very much
agitated He lacked the power of applica-
. tion, and could not - -concentrate his mind
upon his business. The little plaintive face -

with its sorrowful look was ever before him
whichever way he.turned, and the words, ‘Tt . -
makes Minme ery to go to bed ’out papa’s"_ '

kiss,” were ringing in his ears all day long.
He .put his fingers in his ears and tried te
but they
scemed to him mere distinet than, ever. -
knew not what to do. - At last, growing des-
perate, he rushed off. to his club, and hoped
that there he might shut out the, v1sion and
" the words—at least for a time,

At the door his ears were g'reeted by the
hllanous shouts of  his ‘gay compamons, :

many ‘of whom were further gone in moral
degoneracy tha.n thse]f and his- entrance
was hailed with‘ applause He ‘was a gene-
ral fa.vonto among them and a place was
‘soon found for’ him at the ‘billiard- table, and -
his fuends regardod h1m as: settled for- the
evenxng ‘But no: he cou" tf;settle From
the othel ‘end: of the board ‘the . whue ball
tra.nsformed itself into a pale, pleading face,
and above the rude jests and coarse laughter
of his- companions,. he heard .distinetly his
baby S words, ‘It makes ‘Minnie ery-to go to
b.ed' ou apas kigs.” : He struggled 1esolute-
-had ‘no luck, “he’ de.,]ared Aagain
and agam;- His ha.nd trembled and he mis-
sed: his stroke just when the ga.me dcpended
upon- it It was no use and in.despair he
threw. down his cue, and to’ thé astonish-
ment’ of hlS fnends, asped his hat' and fled
from the room, They Were struck dumb
with as‘omshment as they watched: hig re-
treating form, and heard the street door
clash behind h1m as, he -went out.

Once in the open’ air he felt like saying - -
‘T ~will never enter that place

again’; but he hesitated to say the words,
not hemg sure Whether his resolution had

reached that point or-not, and, if it had, he'

knew not whether he had, strength to keep
it. A little'child was leading him, though he
_knew- it not, and another hand unsesn.was
-guiding the little child, He felt himself ir-
resistiby drawn, as by an mvxsible cord to-
~wards his home, and the nearer he approach-
ed it, the more intense becamo the anguish -
of his mind. ‘Entering unseen by the front

do:Jr ‘he noiselessly ascended the stairs a.nd'

crept into the.room where his little .one was’
slceping Th gas was turned low, but Ipok-
ing:upon the sweet face, he could discern in
the dim light that an unwiped tear stood
‘upon her little cheek, and that tear witness-
-.ed to:a kiss longed for but not received. Thig -

little dewdrop opened-the. floodgates of his”

own tears, and he sank by the bedside.in an
agony of pemtential sorrow. The hand of
God was upon him, and he thought only of
his own sinfulness’ and the possibility of ' Di-’
vine mercy revealing 1tse1t in pardon He
struggled long, but at last gained the vxcbory,

"He

“hope had sprung'up in"his heart

“ He. fezt‘:i
himself a new ea.ture and bendmg down o

me, thou hast led thy prod1ga.l father to his ;-

home and to his rest a.nd saved hlm ‘and his

lov

A Guest:Chamber Sentlment ,

Stoppmg recently at a frlend’s house,.re~
lates the Rev. Addison P. Foster in.the ‘Ad.: -
vance,’ when. I came to enter the guest.cham-~
ber for the night, T found hang‘lng up under o

“the gas-light the following beautiful- lines,

. They -were so sweet and. comforting-that I

copied them, having never seen: them before,

Pogsibly some one else may be glad to.place -

a fair copy of them where they shall.greet a
tired and burdened guest Wwhen he first seeks
the retirement of h1s room :

Sleep sweetly in this qui¢t room,
-0’ thou,. whoe'er thou art, - -

And let no mournful yesterdays

. Disturb thy peaceful heart: * . -

Nor let to-morrow. scare .thy rest’
With dreams of coming ill!

Thy.Maker is thy changeless friend,
-His love surrounds-thee slill s

Forget thyself and all the world,

. Put out-each glaring light, & ..
The stars are watching overhe:td

Sleep sweetly, then .Good - Night.

The Umversal.,'Poet

Longfellow has been ‘called -the umvelsal
poet. .. A- London editor. recently cremarked of
anlish Workmg-people ‘Thousands can re-

peat- some of hlS (Longfellow 8) ‘poems:; who -
; have never- read & Jine...of ;. Tennyson and ..

probably nev'er heard of - Browning.'" -An
American has just given this. testrmony He
“was travelling on a Mediterranean steamer,
and Longfellow was mentioned. Six nation-
alities were. repr.esented-by the passengers
who. recited selections from our poet.” A
Russxan lady repeated the poem. beginning,
‘I stood on the bridge at midnight.’

peated, ‘A Psalm of Life’ The captain. of
the steamer who was an officer of the French
navy, rendered 'Excelsior in broken Eng-
lish.
bute to one -who sang for all lands in g lan-
guage of- the heart, that all can »understand
‘I‘orward ’ .

Persevering Schofars.
The governor-general reported that.at the
autumnal examination in Fuchau nine candi-
dates over eighty years of age, and two over

ninaty, went through the prescribed tests

and sent in essays of which the composition

was good and the handwriting firm and dis- -
tinet. Aged candidates, he said, who have
passed through an interval.of sixty years . -
from attaining their bachelor’s degree, and”

who have attained the thrée last examina-

* tions for the higher, sare, if successful the’

fourth time, entitled to an honora.ry degree

. The .governor of Honan in like manner, re-
“ported” thirteen candidates ‘over eighty years.

of age, and one over ninety, who all ‘went
through the whole nine day's. ordeal, and
wrote essays which were perfectly accurate
Cin diction, and showed no. srgns of faiun“
years .- But éven " this- astonishing record
was surpassed in'the province of Anhui
where thirty-ﬁve of the competitors were over
eighty years of age, and eighteen over ninety'

Could any other country aﬁ!ord a spectacle.

"like this?—Rev. A H Smith D.D in ‘Chl-
nese Characteristics. '
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An Eng-.
lish captain returning from the Zulu war re~ .-

Others united. in this- expresswe tri- -




