
TTHE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. July, 1913—10U4
theless very effectively 
of heroism ever deveh 
life, and It never, never breeds pati 
Ism like that of David In this chapte

° thaï
true that the roots 
ipllng’s heroic daring 

Is a manifest rln

Toys all hope 
Itself In the

source to David' 
n anything 

of this

ig of piety in 
with Saul and 

this boast-

deslGreat Stories of the Bible
III. David’s Patriotism

1 Samuel, 17.
Topic fob Week of July 20.

REV. W. S. LENNON, B.A., B.D., Granby, Qüe.

there Is am
patriotism.
Is true that 
striplin

David’s conversatl 
with Goliath. He i 
fui champion 
for he has de

i young

out after him, and delivered It out of his 
mouth 
him."

been under the clrcu 
left tha

cannot let 
go on will 

fled
but he has

LL the world loves a her

as Rober

public i 
tlgh
blood to read of the ruddy

peclally the hero-patriot. That 
Is the reason that the public

ys would

er mercies 
to tell the

tale to his father. But If he had done 
that, not only would there have been a 
lamb gone from his flock, but he would 

have battled with nor slain Goliath 
1 have developed In 
that danger was a 
olded. and that hard 

ers to do.
the lion 

obably but 
iort eword, 
ling beast.

Thftt explains a 
frightened as some

smote him 
loL K

instances, 
> the tend 

and run off

h his
not only the armies 

"defied the armies 
ing God." To the giant’s v 

t of what he will do with the dar 
lad who has the temerity to face h 
David answers In a way that shows 
has clearly related the duty of the h 
to God: "Thou comest to me with a 
sword and with a spear, and with a 
javelin" (i.e., with entirely huma 
sources and dependencies), "but I come 
to thee In the name of the Lord of Hosts, 
the God of the armies of Israel which 
thou hast defied." The highest patriot
ism always has Its deepest and largest 
roots thus In God.

But there was yet another source to 
David’s patriotism beyond even his trust

”o‘id had
i ha ofaries of the stories 

t Bruce and Gariba 
most of all, the 

oves the sto 
t with Goliath

ldl; and that 
Bible-readlng 
avid and his

lamb to ing
lm,b a 

ther. But 1 
would ther

ofDry of Da 
of Gath heIt stirs the 

-faced strip
ling of eighteen or twenty who daringly- 
faced the giant Philistine champion when 
seasoned warriors like Saul and Abner, 
or hero-souls like Jonathan, were evident
ly subdued by his six cubits and a span 
of height and his enormous spear with 
Its staff like a wea 

But few of us have paused In our ad
miration of David and of his patriotic 
action lr. defence of Israel, to ask what 
the sources of his patriotism were. What

of Gath: for 
himself the
thing to be utterly avoided, and 
things should be left to oth 
David, however, went out after 
or the bear with nothing prc 
his bow and arrows and his sir 
and not only slew the marauding beast, 
but also Incidentally built considerable

Ihe would 
feeling

ver s beam.

entally b

»

I

,4f;V

A CHRISTIAN HOUSEHOLD IN JAPAN.

manhood and heroism Into his own being 
in the process.

So when he went up to visit his broth
ers at King Saul's camp and found every- 

y from the King down terrorized by 
bulk and menace of the Phlll 

giant, he probably whispered to his soul, 
“This Is another hard thing that needs 
very much to be done, and here goes for 
a try at It.” It Is something like this 
that he expresses In the words of verse 
29, “ Is there not a cause?” Let us note 
then that the heroism that makes real 
patriots or any other kind of heroism 
Is not developed In a day; It grows with 
the years If the true seed be early sown.

The young man who wants one day to 
do some notable and manly thing for 
his country had better get himself right 
early Into the habit of doing that kind 
of thing.
"Work for the good that Is Highest;

Dream not of greatness afar.
ever the highest 

es upon men as they are." 
The boy who dreams his day-dreams 

brave man must see to It that 
" The boy is father 

ing people 
nd dlfflcu

In God as his defender and his large 
sense of duty. David trusted himself— 
trusted his own clear eye, and his own 
skilled hand. And well might he, for he 
had reached mastery In his sling-throw
ing. Our leaguers will notice how he 
refused to wear the usual coat of mall 
worn by soldiers. He knew that he had 
no training In ordinary modes of 

e. That would come with the
__ I as we know, It did come. B
knew already that he could throw 
pebble from his sling within a ha 
breadth of his mark. He had practiced 
that until practice had brought its 
reward of perfection, and with the con
sciousness of mastery there, he found It 
easy to keep his soul calm and his hand 
steady when Goliath was making 
first wild rush to have done v/lth 
combat. David teaches us no bigger les
son, perhaps, than the lesson of the 
wisdom of mastering what things 
hands find to do—of mastering the 

consciousness of 
a posltivi

made young David go out so boldly and 
mfldently to fight Goliath? Some cynic- 

rson might answer that 
e he did

confidently to 
ally-inclined person migi 
David fronted Goliath becaus 
fully grasp the danger. H 
a boy in his teens, and boys, like the 
verblal fools, rush In where angels and 
others might fear to tread. And there is 
more In that cynical explanation of 
David's courage than the cynic himself 
knows. David did go out to do battle 
with Goliath because he did not think of 
the danger; but there Is a Juster way 
of putting It. He faced Goliath with his 
sling and his few pebbles from the 
because he had already schooled h 
In doing brave, courageous things, 
because they were right and ought to be 
done, without allowing himself to think 
overmuch about the danger side of them. 
Verse 34 makes It quite clear that this 
■vas not the first time that David had 
taken his life In his hands for the sake 

others and at the simple call of dut” 
To the doubting king who was dlspoi 
to contrast fearfully David’s, boyishness 
of stature with the vast bulk and military 
training of the Philistine champion, the 
young hero of Bethlehem replied, “Thy 
servant was keeping his father's sheep; 
and when there came a 
and took a lamb out of the

e was only bod

fare

ir’s

his

of
masteryd 'I l'îat glory Is 

Which shin £t our own 
omes Itself

life.of
he t was evldentl 

mastery In 
Probably sco: 

hlehem sheep- 
them to while

ly David’s habit to at- 
his varied lines of ac

res of shepherd boys 
cotes carried the 

the monot-

being a 
Is a brave

habit 
seems

tain 
tivity. 
on the Bet 
harp with

boy, for 
To many you 

stealing arou 
no way perilous, but It never-

of
the

l, or a bear, 
flock, I went

1

L


