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LIED FOR PERSONA
t STREET, 5

Turkish sympathy for Ger-
‘many and Faith in her
Eastern aims comtrasted
with fear of English Par-
tition of Empire — How
Germany gained friend-
ship formerly felt for
England.

s

The news that Turkey has ex;':'ed
the war against Russia lends special
interest to a letter from Constantin-
ople by Henry Griswold, printed in
the current number of the Nation, up-

on German sympathy in Turkey, t:le
though the issue is popular, and the

country's unreadiness for war,
recent revocation of the capitulations
exempting foreign citizens in Turkey
from Turkish law. The letter in part
is as follows:
Constantinople, Sept. 30.
“Will Turkey fight? I have been
hearing that question in various ac-
cents and degrees of interest, all the
way from Persia to the Bosphorus.
The way it was asked in Hamadan,
whenice I started in the fourth week
of e war, made me wonder whether
ould be possible to get through.
'or to reach Constantinople, which as
the crow flies is a bit over a thoufand
miles from Hamadan, you have to
travel nearer two thousand through
the Caspian, the Caucasus, and the
Black Sea—unless you have time and
money for the Bagdad route. But the
Bagdad route was closed by reason
of the Turkish mobilization, English
ghips were withdrawing from the head
of the Pensian Gulf, and the Turkish
Consul was confidentially giving out
that his people were about to occupy
the Caucasus,
“The Caucasus, however, as I pres-
ently had occasion to learn, is not un-
aware that Turkey would like to play
Germany to Persia’s Belgium, Not
only did I myself see evidences of
Russian military activify on the road
to the Casplan, but Frenchmen with
whom I afterwards travelled told me
that Azerbaijan was being fortified
like a Russian frontier province, As
for the Caucasus itself, I found it pre-
pared to give the Turks a warmer we.-
come than perhaps they imagine. Cos-
sacks bound for the Turkish fronmtier
were chiefly to be seen in Batum,
where the question of Turkey's fight-
ing comes nearer home than in Tiflis
or Baku, Batum lies just within the
border, it has been Russian for barely
& generation, and it still contains a
large Turkish element, Such members
of it as might be disposed to swell the
armies of the Sultan were not finding
it easy to get away, I was to.d, and
there were steamers in the harbor that
preferred to remain there rather than
risk bing held up in the Bosphorus or
the Dardanelles.
nanpahl\IrcGoGuLidET‘AOIN‘ TAOL I

i Turkish Troops Gathering,

“The next morning in Trebizond the
Turkish soldier was toot-tooting onthe
shore in the way known to him alone.
At close quarters he looked a very
solid specimen, though his equipment
left something to be desired, especial-
ly in the article of boots. He was
shod for the meost part in the siip-
pers or moccasins of his country,
which are better for his feet than
Government boots, but which in a cam-
paign among mountains or in a hostile
country would soom put him in a bad
way. In Kerasund it was the same. In
Samsun it was the same. In Inebuli it
was the same., And on the fifth morn-
ing we arrived off the mouth of the
Bosphorus, just behind a big French
liner from Odessa, and were promptly
stopped by a plunging torpedo boat.

“Constantinople proved to be ask-
ing, with even greater interest than
Batum, the question I had first heard
in Persia. Some people find an answ-
er to it in the omnipresent signs of
mobilization, Martial law, which Bat-
um had not yet thought necessary to
deciare, is in vigor, So is the morator-
{fum. The War Office is filling its cof-
fers, or at least a few of them, with
service exemption taxes of $200 a
man. And requisitioning goes gayly
on. This is to the Turks awn old diver-
sion under a new name, and they prac-
tice it with a zeal which sometimes
out runs military necéssity. There
may be reasons why Gen, Liman von
Sanders, the German reorganizer of
the army, should be using a motor-car
taken from an Englishman, but it 1s

less clear why the Chief of Police

shouid roll thromgh Stambul in anoth-
er Englishman’s car, The major mili-
tary authorities have made the great
mistake killlng what little com-
merce still attempted to thrive. They
procéeded to requisition ail incoming
cargoes of coal, rice, flour, sugar, galt,
etc, paying for them, If at all, at
prices below their actual first cost,
The conseguence is that no merchant
cares to take the risk of importing fur.
ther shipments, and the cost of living
rises alarmingly. It is the more nec-
essary because the crops were unusu.
ally good in Asia Minor this year.
They are now rotting in the fields,
thanks to the general mobilization at
barvest time.

! Turkish Sympathy for Germany.

“Another and more significant an-
swer to the question of the day is the
remarkable manner in which the
Turks interpret neutrality. A story is
going around Pera of a Belgian diplo-

mat with whom a Turkish official con-
Ooltd on the occupation of Belgium.

4 The diplomat thanked the orﬁcm“;n:;'i.

t ered condolence in return.
y?” inguired the Turk in surprise
i “Because,” replled the Belgian, *
tinople is also im the hands of the

mans,” Turkish sympathies are al-
t vindictively in favor of the lat-
Turkish papers print none but
s made in Germany, and the large
m contingent in the army and
" the navy is daily swelled by new ar

: ll vals.

b tantisiopls 1

’ lmuinod that !he comedy of the
o lau bad ended by

umodﬂnm-hluw’mm

8,
surprised if the tw

“Con-

ves open
a new act of it by nmu on thelr own
account,
‘“They fly the Turkish ﬂlt. but the
arms of Germany are still emblazoned
on their bows, dnd = their Oumn
crews do not even take the trouble to
wear fezzes, There are a few Turkish
sailors and officers on board; but the
Admiral in command has. categorically
refuseq to increase the proportion of
Turkish sailors to as much as 50 per
cent., while on board the Goeben at
least no Turk is allowed below a cer-
tain deck. And the agent whe supplies
them recently cashed in a Zocal Ger
man bank a check for £2,000 signed
by the German Ambassador., All of
which looks very little as if they be-
longed to the Turks.

How England Lost Prestige.

“At first sight the Turkish attitude
seems inexplicable to one who has
been out of Constantinople for some
time, and who has known the old pres-
tige of England in the Levant,
change began very soon after the Rev-
olution, when the new British Ambags-
ador, Sir Gerard Lowther, who had
been welcomed with extraordinary
demonstrations of friendliness, refused
to receive the leaders of the Commit-
tee of Union and Progress before he
had presented his credentials to the
Sultan, The Young Turks became fur-
thered embittered against him during
the events which preceded the mutiny
of 1909, and the attitude of the Times
towards them completed the revulsion
of feeling. And the Germaans were
not slow to turn the situation to their
own advantage,

“Then the part played by Sir Hd.
Baikan War, and he recent sequestra-
tion of the two Dreadnaughts on which
Turkey counted so much, exasperated
public opinion against England, while
she and her Allies, who rule so many
Moslem subjects, are accounted the
arch enemies of Islam. It is universal-
1y believed that the triumph of the
Entente would mean the partition of
Turkey, whereas the Turks seem to
imagine that the Germans have no ter-
ritoria: ambitions in Asia Minor. They
have a sentiment, too, towards the
Emperor William, who is the only Eu-
ropean sovereign of the first rank to
have visited Constantinople. Then
the military and Hebrew elements of
the Committee have strong personal
leanings towards Germany. And those
elements control not only the press
but' the country.

Turkey Now Ready for War.

““They are not ready for war. They
have not had time to repalr the losses
of their iast war, and their financial
prospects are not brilliant. They lack
uniforms, they lack boots, they lack
tents, they lack blankets—and they
tack rifles. Against Greece alone they
might risk a war, but hardly against
the world. It is extremely annoying
to Enver Pasha, who is spoiling for a
fight, agd who thought at first that
every one else was'too busy to inter-
fere with him. In‘the meantime he
has helped his friends the Germans
not a little by mobilizing and by clos-
ing—or allowing them to close—the
Dardanelles. He thereby cuts com-
munications, however temporarily, be-
tween Marsellies and Odessa, and he
forces the Russians to keep in the
Caucausus an army which might be
more profitably employed in the west.
“The calling out of the army probab-
1y has reference, as much as anything,
to the suppression of the capitulations.
That topic of interest is the only one
which can hold its own in local gossip
against the exploits of Admiral Suchon
and the Goeben. Several hundred, be-
longing chiefly to the gullds of the
porters and lightermen, were ordered
to march with flags to St. Sophia on
the 10th of September and to shout.
At least that was what one of them
told a friend of his and mine. The
lighterman added that he thought it
was to frighten the guild of the bak-
ers, who had raised the price of bread.
A more amusing story is told of he
demonstrator who gave out that the
procession was to celebrate the fall of
Catipoulasionne. Asked what Cati-
poulasionne might be, he replied that
it was a town in France and that the
Germans had taken it. More authen-
tic and very nearly as good were the
answers received by a diplomatic ac.
quaintance of mine, The first Turk
of whom he inquired to.d him that
the demonstration was in honor of the
moratorium, while the second treated
him to the surprising news that the
Itallans had taken Paris.
“These anecdoteg are lntereqtln: in
more ways than one, as showing the
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+ | cltizens of those countries resident in
'll"utkey w:‘;a exempted from Tu!
W.
they pald no direct taxes, and in judi-|!
cal matters they were subject to thelr
own courts, 1

rectly from the Byzantine Empire and
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tions of antiquity, was not a privilege
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system of xover;mont. which regard-

of time, the gradual secularization of |
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whcr.by

riish | th
houses were invio.able,

“This state of affairs inherited di-

Turks., It was &

of their th ti

ed civil and religious law as one and
which considered the infidel as lying
outside its pale. But with the lapse

law in Turkey, and the very msrked
change in the balance of power be-
tween East and West, the advantage|ihe
of the capitulations has come to rest
chiefly with their Christian - signa-
tories, What the Turks particularly
resent has been the exemption of
foreigners from direct taxation, the
right exercised by the Buropean Pow-
ers to regulate Turkish customs rates
and the maintenance by the six Pow-
ers of their own post effices in Tur-
key.

“One cannot blame the Turks for
wishing to rule their own house and
to put into their own pockets revenues
which rightfully belong there. At the
same time they seem .to forget that
the capitulations were not treaties im-
posed upon them by force, but instru-
ments to which two parties were sig-
natory; that there are solid historic
r for. their exist and that
to abrogate all treaties with all for-
eign countries except Persia is to put
themselves into a singularly unhap-
py position. Least of all do they seem
to realize that to supress the capitu-
lations entails a revolution more far-
reaching than any they have yet
dreamed of. For it necessarily means
the complete and final secularization

arl
c'.’otw‘hln Burope and America
will submit to no such arbitrary and
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Mwm ‘World, London, Oct. 18.)
WIMD has sprung up be-
1. Joffre and Field-Mar|

8;:; John French. The Comman-
dn—ln m of the Allied Forces has|
ulmirauon for our bril-

u;nt 4, and the two are now
as ‘ud Jonathan. “He {8 my
best gﬂ. exclaimed General Joffre
to &, b fficer the other day.

Lady Mackenzie is perhaps one of
the xnl?!n sufferers by the war, Her
oldnt 48 lying wounded in Paris;
her som, who married the
d:unxsr"o! Lord Knellys, {s in the
Herbert Hospital, Woolwick, badly
torn by shrapnel, and she is without
news of her youngest son, woh is fight
ing ‘at the front.

In comparison with the same which
the Russiang pay their secret agents,
German sples are very indifferently
treated. Redi, the colonel of the Aus-
trian General Staff, who committed
suicide when his treachery was dis-
covered, reeeived more than £10,000
yearly.’

Every yeéar during the last ten years
one or two officers have been charged
with espionage. The pay of the Aus-

of law, It is a question whether the
Young Turks are strong enough to in-

trian officers in the service of Rus-
sia, which"ould account for any cat-
2
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