The Russian  Czar Nicholas: has issued a mani
festo granting to the people of

National Russia a national consultative
Lllmh) d by I‘Al

Assembly, representatives from the whole of
Ruseia. The Czar alludes to the indestruetible sali-

Jdarity of the emperor and the people on which the
prosperity and well-being of the nation has rested,
and goes on to say that of late he has devoted him
wlf to the task of co-ordinating eleetive public in-
stitutions with governmental authorities and of re-
moving the disagreements existing between them,
which had reacted so disastronsly on the normal
course of the national life. He is, he says,' follow
ing out the good intemtions of his ancestors, the
autooratic emperors, in now summoning elected repre-
sentatives from the whole of Russia to have con-
tant and Wctive part in the elaboration of the laws,
thereby attaching to the bhigher state institutions a
special cotpulative body entrusted with the prelim-
inary elabogation : and * discussion. of measures and
with® the eXamination of the gtate budget. "“We re-
serve to oupselves,’” the . manifesto concludes. “the
care of perfecting the drghnization of the Gosudarst-
vennia Douma (Tower House of Assembly) and when
the cenrme of events shall have shown the necessity
for cwnges corresponding completely to the needs of
the tines, and the welfare of the empire, we shall
not fa'l to give, at the proper moment. the necessarv
directions. We are convinced that those who shall
have been elected bv the confidence of the whale peo
ple, and who will thus be called upon to particinate
in the legislative work of the eovernment will show
themselves in the eves of all Russin to be worthv of
the immerinl trust in the virtne of which thev have
heen invited to co-operate in this erent werk, and
that, in norfeet harmenmv with other institutions sl
aleo of the stnte establiched bv ng. thev will rontri
bute profitably and zenlonsly tn our lahors -for the
woll-heing nf onr common mother, Ruswia. and for
the mtrencthening of the unitv
rrentiess of the empire. as well ar for the tranawil-
3 nromperity  of the peonle. invoking the
hWosaine of the T.ord an the Inbhare of the institution

the security and the
ity and

otablished hv ne and with wnehalahla confidence
tha erane of Cod. and in the infallibilite of the oreat
hiatarieal dectinion reeerved hv Nivine Providence for
s helaved fatharland
holn ~f Pad Almichty and with the combined offarta

af all parerme

wo firmlv hane that with the

Rusain will emoaren trinmphant from

trvine ardeslea  thronoh  which ehe ia now naesine

pnd will b hoarn acain in the etrenoth  and oreainess

nd tha slarv of hor hirtorv eviondine throneh a

annd wveare ' The amnerar’e concresion ta nann

emande faVWla far short af what fe callad Con
“Aitntianal Mavernmeont e
e arded Tut the Mear hna

A nbinermibie e

centivea pre earefnllv
cone pe far in tha direetion of conctifutional eavern

ment pe ha eauld he exnected tn o and nerhans as

far ae it wonld ha wige or safe to on nrder nresent
Rueaipn neanle if

their eleeted renresentatives are recnonized ar havine

conditions. Tt i= ymeh for the
nthority ta conanlt nnd adviee with the Emperor in

recard to matters of  leriglation and povernment
even thoweh their pawer be no mom than advisory
Tt im a first sten which can hardlv fail to be fallow
ed by others «ill more important in the direction of

a democratic form of government.

The anticipations of a general clection in Great
Britain this antumn have been practically abandon
ed. Tt is understood, says the T.ondon correspond
ent of the New York ‘Evening Post,’ that Premier
Ballour intends to wait, like Micawber, in the hope
that something may turn up to improve Unionist
prospects. It is believed that ‘he will meet the
House of Commons early in the new year and that
a general election will follow almost immediately. By
that date the new treaty with Japan will have been
drafted and the points of the entente cordiale with
France backed by Russia may be apparent.

The announcement is made that

Lord Curzon  the resignation of Lord Curzon, as
Viceroy of India, has been accept-
Resigns. ed and that the Earl of Minto has

. been appointéd his  successor.
From the official correspond which is published in
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conneotion with this anno t, it appears that
for some time past there has been frietion between
Lord Curzon and General Lord Kitchener, Command-
or-in-Chief of the British forces in India. There has
also been friction between the late Viceroy and the
Imperial Government,. Lol Kitthetier demanded a
freor hand than had heretofore been accorded’ to thé
head of the army. His policy of military recon-
struction also involved an increese of the Indian
army from 80,000 to 140,000 men. His policy was
strenuously -opposed by Lord Curzon. The Govern-
ment has endorsed the views of General Kitchener in
‘preference to those of its civil representative in In-
dia, and Lord Curzon has felt that the only course
open to him was to resign. Criticism of the Imperial
‘Government’s course in this matter may wisely be
left to those who have an adequate knowledge of
the facts. It may be that the Governmentis not
jnstly chargeable with pursuing a course in this mat-
ter tending to establish a practical military dictator-
whip in India. But Lord Curzon’s administration
has been generally regarded as -able and successful,
and thé present situation would seem at least to
justify regret that matters have taken such a turm
that Tndia i% to be deprived of his services, and the
more so that the Government is evidewtly unable to
name a8 Lord Curzon’s successor a man of ecual
administrative ability or knowledge of Indian affairs.
Parhaps Mr. Balfour’s Government will be able to
show good and sufficient reasons for the course it
has pursued in this matter. and that in making the
head of the army in India virtually independent of
the Viceroy and his Government, it hne pursued the
path of wisdom. This elevation of the military at
the expense of the civil power does hot, however, ap
pear to be uite in harmony with British precedent,
and it #o at least evident that Lowd Kitchener's mili-
tary policy must have the offéd of inereasing very
sensibly the already heavy burden of taxation in
India.

The Toronto News’ says that Sir
William Macdonald is doing for
the Proyince of Quebec what the
Quebec Dolng? Provinge should long ago have
done for itself. Ita allusion is to

the Agricultural College which by the Montreal mil
lonaire’s munificence is being established at -St.
Anne’s, and that this is being done by ome man of
great wealth is regarded as proof that the Province
has neglected ite educational interests. ‘“We in On-
tario,” the ‘News’ savs, “are fully conscious of the
defects of our own educational system, but we are
earnestlv secking to remedy them. It is thérefore in
no hostile or provincial spirit that we ask the Que-
bee people why they allow a few men of the English
speaking minority to devote their private fortunes to
bringing the educational system down to date hy
providing praetical and scientifid training such as the
conditions of the day demand? | . . Tt is not
necessary to flatter the French-Canadians for the
purpose of an argument Fnough to eay, what
everyone cheorfully admita, that they are industrious,
alert, inteligent. and P
mer to learn.
fonoe, in this

What is

what is even more vital—on
What we desire to ask, without of.
Are the Wrench‘Canadiane heine fair
Iv treated by their clerical and nolitical leaders in
the matter of aducation? Arc they allowing their
racial pride to he aroused hv imaoinarv attacks from
Ontario and urped to meddle with the oduentional
nffaira of the Wost while nt home, in their own Pras
ince, the scientific and technical training so essentinl
in modern life receives no adequate attention? Even
in agricultural education Quebec lags behind. Sir
William Macdonald’s benefaction is proof of this. Let
the people of Quebec study the history of their own
schools. Why did James MecGill leave his fortune a
century ago to found an English college instead of
making it a part of a general scheme for all classes
and both races, as was designed at the time? Who
McGill has expanded into
a great scientific school, altogether by private dona-
tion. The State has done nothing for it. Has the
State set up an equally complete modern system for
the dominant race? If not, are they: satisfiad with
the omission 1o do s0? . These questions e far
more ' important. to, Quebec than interferemce with
Western - ¢onstitutions and exaggerated pictures of
Ontario fanatics.”

blocked the greater plan?
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The Convention.

The 60th annual meeting of the Baptist Convention
of the Maritime Provinces was opened in the Baptist
Church, Charlottetown, at 10 a. m., on - Saturday,
Aug. 19th.. Wm. Cummings, Esq. of Truro, Presi-
dent, occupied the  chair. After the singing of
“Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove,”” the Rev. Dr.
Gates, read Psalm 91 and the Rev. Dr. Trotter led
the Convention in the opening prayer. The rules of
order were read and the Rev. G.R. White read the
first report of the committee on arrangements. - Dea-
con J. K. Ross of the Charlottetown Baptist Church,
welcomed the Convention to the ¢ity and to the
privileges of the church in which the session of the
Convention would be held. .His words were so cor-
dial, and so nicely said that the Convention could
not feel other than at ease.

After the appointment of a nominating committee,
the followmg visitors were invited to seats in the
Convention: The Rev. H. F. Laflamme of the On
tario Mission in India. The Rev. W. T. Stdekhouse,
of our N. W. Mission. Miss Mabel Archibald returned
missionary; Mrs. C. M. MclLean of Chicago, TIL.; Rev.
J. L. Miner of Flemington N. J., a former pastor of
the Charlottetown Baptist Church; 8. Simpson, Esq.
and Pea. Thos. Wood, of P. E. T. ‘

The Revs. H. F. Laflamme, W. T. Stackhouse and
J. 1. Miner, spoke briefly in acknowledgment of the
courtesy extemded. Other visitors invited later to
seats in the Convention wore the Rev. G. R. Bakor,
the Rev. A. E. Harris, of
Meriden, Conn.: C.°P. Baker, Fsq.. of Fairville, N.
B.; the Rev. Wm. Dobeon and the Rev. W. W. Todge,
Methodist nastor of Charlottetown.

Dr. H. O. Creed gave notice of the expiration of
his. term na secretary of the Convention and stated
his inability to accept ‘reappointment. The officers
nlwter.} wpon  recommendation of the nominating
committee wore as follows: ;
‘Rov. G. R. White, Charlottetown, P. E. I., Presi-
dent.

J. JJ. Wallace, Fsq., Moncton, N. B., Ist Vice
President.

Dr. ‘A. J. McKenna, Woltville, N. S.. 2nd Vice-
President.

Rev. J. H. McDonald. Fredericton. N. B.. Secrotarv.

Rev, H. G. Colpitte, Yarmonth, N. S.. and Rev. .J,
G. A. Belyea, Bay View, P. E.I., Assistant Secretar-
ies.

A W

Treasurer.

Sterns, Esq., Charlottetown, P. E. I.
The newly elected president, snoke a fow words, of
appreeiation of the honor conforred. The w(irinfz(
president then spoke at some length concerning the -
different branches of our work and expressed  his pro-
found interest in cvery department of onr denomina-

tional nndertakings.

Upon the reading of the F. M. ronort the Rev. H.
F. Laflamme. Rev. Dr. Qates, &nd Rev. Dr. Trofter
smpohasized the noed of more missionaries for our
Telugn work, Words of sympathy with Rev. and

Mre. W. T. Archibald. were ‘cvpreseed in  their
disappoiniment at not being permitted to go to Tn
dia Apprecintive reference wag nleo made 1o Miss

Lanra Peck recentlv anpointed under the Ronrd.

The report on obituarice presented by the Rev, .J
W. Brown, Ph. D.. mentioned the names of the Rev
J. A "Steadman of Sackville, Ny R.. Rev. T, 1. Rend
of Avlesfard. N. 8. Rev. H. T2 Ronch, of St. John,

N. B. Rev. T. A, Wipgine. D. D.. of Woltville. N S.
Rev. F. . Sweet, who diad in California in Tanu
ary laet, Nen. W. €. Wowett. of Trvon. P. E. 1.,

Dea. Chas. V. Knapn. of Darchester, N, B.. Den. W
R. Dotv, of Hehron, N. 8., Depcone .T. E. Price, and
J. 8. Tritee of Moncton, N, B..and Dea. Tieut.-Cnl.
Shaffner of Truro, N. S., as havine passed away in
to the fuller life during the vear just past. Tender
words of appreciation were #noken bv a number of
the brethren and on rvequest of the Convention, By.
Trotter offered praver in hehalf of the bereaved nné,
thanking God for the noble lives that had been lived
by brethren who were gone.

The platform meeting Satuzdav ovening was devot-
ed to Foreion Missiong. The Rev. T ¥. Laflamme
was the first speaker. He told the oft repeated
story of the greatness of the Barvest fiekds and the
harvesters so few. He urged the deepening of the
spiritual life of thé home churches in order that eur
voung men and voimg women as they grow to ma-
turity may have their ambitions and desires directed
toward the work of saving the world. The work of
the “missionary there is threefold. viz., Evanglising

(Continued on page 4.)




