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SOMETIME.

Sometime, whenall 1ife's lessons bave
been learned,

And sun snd stars forevermore have
set, . :
The things which our weak judgments

ve spurnec
The things o'er w
with laanes wet,
Will flash before us, out

we grieved

{ life's dark

night,

{ and such n

fected any advance upon the original
rite? The conclusion we reach is that
it in no sense belongs tothe function of
baptism to preserve the rite of circum-
ciston,

In the light of Roman Catholic teach-
ing great strams is laid upon the intrin-
ic function of baptism. With them it is
not & means to an end, but it is an end
f itself. The council of Trent declared
that' in baptism not (ml{) remission of
original sin wss given; but also that

.which properly has the nature of sin is
i

cat 1t makes one “a Christian, &
child of God,’and an heir of heaven."’
\s 1o fsith Csrdinal Wiseman says

The church tekches that it is s virtue
esentinlly infosed of God in baptism
i be more or less the be

| lief' of every church that adopts the

| practice fofant baptism.” (Ree
Mould of Doctrine,” page B8, J. B.
hos ne
Bowever makés the effiosoy of
the ordinarce t) d wd on the “iatent
| of the sdministraton \ pparently the |
{ emlyntion of tie bantissd is not-by sy |
neans staured, for Roma teaches that
even with the holiest, mnes and pen
ande aod purgatory are all requisites
even on the part of the baptized
R therefore, tenches thast cleansing
nud regenerstion, s wrought
sm.  (Bee”Mould of Doctring
1., page 58
ther théory presenting iself in

As stars shiine most in deeper tints of
blue

And we shiall sée how & i's plans

eerod reg wan
we ahall se w we *frowr
and alg

God's plana » bent for you and |

How, whe
Hocaies ki wis
.

A { paronis low
1 awoet | i at
God ape, s keeping
Bow
ife's awootes . suse §
seemeth goo

And il -» Limes, ¢ ng) wi
life's wine
We find the wormwood, & bel and

B snd than yours

And if some friend we love is lying

Where human kissea ¢
bis face
)b ! do not blame the lovin|
Bat wear your sorrow with obedient
grace

And yon shallshortly know that ler
th
e sweetest gift God sends his

friend,
And that, sometimes, the sable pall of
death
Cohceals- the fairest boon his. love
can send,
1{ we could push ajar the gates of life,
And stand within, and-all God's
workings see,
Weece interpret all this doubt and
strife,
And for éach mystery could find &
key.

But not today.
heart
God's plaps, like lillies pare and
white, unfold.
We must not tear the close-shut leaves

Then be content, poor

Apar!
Timp: will reveal the calyxes of gold
And if, through patient toil, we reach
the land
Where tired feet, with sandals loose,
may rest,
When we shall clearly know and under-
stand,
I think that we will say,
the best.”

“God knew
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THE FUNCTION OF BAPTISM.
REX. C. W. COREY,

A Paper Read Before tlie Baptist Institute,
Bear River, August, 1804,

The form of baptism has been the
battle ground of the theological world
for more than & thousand years. Fierce
and even bitter has been the confliot.
But perhaps the function of that divine-
ly appointed ordinance has formed no
minor element of the agitation. An in-
stitution so sternly practised by the
fore-runner John, so positively sanc-
tioned and established by Chbrist, and
sorigidly adhered to by the aposties,
can be treated as no unimportant orin-
significant institution of the Christian
church,

It is not our intention to digeuss in
this paper the form of baptism. Toe
writer takes his position as though all
debate on that point were at an end.
While rome, and perhaps all, of the
yus reached may empbatically
pronounce as to the form, yet it sha.l
be 89 only because of the unavoidable
eonclusions of Seriptural truth

Just here, it may be asked, does form
argue to functicn of function to form,
This seeming quandary exis's alone in
view of the puerile iuterpretation and
the ipexplicable perversion and  the
violent rending of the Word or God, by
s party sanguine to dodge a simple
Scriptural truth, ‘which, for its very

. iginality, is unpleas-
ing to the flesh. It is the writer's Fnum
tion to find the simple and obvious
function attributed to baptism either
expressed or implied by Scriptare.

L. 178 ASSUMED FUNCTION,
There are those who, clinging tosome
erronecus baptismal practices and hav
ing been driven from their once cher-
ished ground of defence, have at last
fled fox shelter to what is the mere
shadow of an analogy. These baptizers
of infants declare L{nl baptism is a
substitute for circumcision. But the idea
that baptism is the rite of circumcision
of the old covenant, continued in the
new, in & ghanged form, is fallacious.
Giod established the old covenant
with Abraham and his natural seed
7 : 10 14); but the new covenant
rist and & spiritual seed (Jno.
8:3-7, Gal. 3:28-29). It is true also
that the subjects of each rite being
carefully described are not the same,
(Gen. 17 ;: 10 sq., Mark 16: 16, Acts 8:
12). The male children of Jews and
the mals serrants of Jews, with their
male ohildren, were to be circumecised ;
while believers in Christ, both male and
female, Jew and Gentile, were to be
baptized.
rom such passages as Acts 16: 3and
Acts 11: 3eq., Gal. 2: 12, Acts- 21:20
#q., we find that circumeition was prac-
tised by the Jewish Christiane alon
with baptism for a considerable rlodg.
Paul moreover, as _oblirved y Dr.
g 3

inection is that other. Itis

wt Incredible that this réformer
himeell while laylng such siress on
faith should have fallen upon the ercoe
ol baptismal But we must
believe it, for his own words witness
agaiost him. He wrote, “baptism is
the bath of regeneration, becausé in it
we are born sgain.' This theory is
held also by the Episcopalian church

Still another thecry is that of John
Calvin. Calyin insisted that the ordio-
ances were more than mere’symbols,
“being actual channels of divine effi-
cacy.” Pressing his theory led him to
his peculiar position in relation to in-
fant baptism, & position still living in
the teaching of the Presbyterian
church.

In appealing to the Beripture for a
refutation of these theories, consider
the words of the apostle of baptism.
The rugged teaching of John the Bap-
tist is, “bring forth fruits meet for
repentance” (Matt. 3: 8) He made
this demand of the careless and curi-
ous, .and partially instructed multi-
tude that was rushing to his baptism,
His demand was not that of a Xavier
simply requiring & willingness to be
baptized. John insisted that the re-
ception of divine grace and a changed
life are prerequisites and not sccomps-
niments or products of baptism. To
maultiply instances of a similar n})pre
hension of baptism on the pert of the
apostles ia upnecessary. (See Acts
2: 87-41; 8: 12; 16: 14, 31-88; 18:8).

Referring to the account of Peter’s
preaching to Corpelins and his com-
pany we find evidence of the fact that
men were endowed with miraculous
gifts and with the Holy Ghost before
baptiam, * (Acts 10: 44-48). “Canany
man forbid water that these should
not be baptized, which have réceived
the Holy Ghost as well as we?” Peter
evidently found it was.’possible for
men to enter into the full power gf the
new life without baptism. In fact the
porsession of the Holy Ghost was the
qualification which led him to call for
the administration of the ordinance
to them.

Furtber Scriptural proof in this con-
nection may be found in the list of
arguments given in the “Manpual of
Theology snd Ethies,” b, Dr. A.
Hovey (p. 254) two of which argu-
ments have been already cited.

But we need scarcely q:) to Beripture
to refute these ideas whi i th

eneration

Whatever this dependence may signify
the fact yet remaios. What then must
begome of an isolated soul or that per-
son cut off from any proper or legiti-
mate administrator. If any of the
above theories be true, then such un-
fortunate souls cannot but. be cruelly
consigned to perdition, in theory at
least.

Under the stress of a little logic
these theories must be rejected as mon-
strous fallacies. [he jdeal never be-
ccmes oaricatured. It is the imperfeot
and the grotedque. The religious may
be, and even the so-called sacred, but
the divine and perfect are not. 8o here,
the grotesqneness of baptisin as seen
in the bistory of the church is only
possible because men have niisconsira
od and perverted the real and scriptur
al conception of the ordinance. The
place which Christ would have baptiam
is sgch that the ordinance
need never be than most natural

VOOUPY

| nod simple and consistent in il it
details
| I pra acrua
meluding that baptier possesses

no mechanienl fumotion, what - then is
| fta "lur sod purpose acoording Lo the
| deriplural sone plon

Pr. J. B, Thomas oalls haptism by
| the signifiosnt title he J ald of
| dootriae See page Mould of
Dootrine Dr. Pepper. in the ' Bap
tist Quarterly,” (vol, 6, 1872, puge 172]
speaks ! baptism and communion as

exbibitions of Luth, and se such they
are memorials, declarations, aymbols
and prophecies. What he here says of
baptism as one element of the couplet
is applicable to baptism alone. Dr
Hovey in his “Manual of Theology and
Ethics,” says of ritual acts that they
“are, L0 & certain extent, sell-interpret
ing, ‘and there can be no reasonable
doubt that in most instances their true
meaning lies on the face of them—that
they were chosen as being a sort of
universal language, readily understood
by men of every age and nation.”

To show that the Scriptures attest to
such concaptions will be our aim.

(1) Baptism symbolizes regeneration.
Now regeneration js set forth as being
on the one hand a dyiog to sin and on
the other a rising to hotiness. In Eph.
2: 5,6 we read thus: “Even when we
were dead throngh our trespasses,
quickened us together with Christ, and
raised us up with Him and made us to
sit with .Him in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus.” The same idea of
being dead in sin and being made
alive in Christ is set forth in Gal. 2: 19,

lieve or any remindsr, but that He had
risen and so established the central fact
of Christianity n to be d

tles the question as to whether we are
made members of the church by vote

by every new born eoul.

“The idea of immortality was com-
mon to all men, but that “of bodily
resurrection was mocked as sbsurd by
the Athenians, or refined into & meta-
phor as iu its literal form too gross by
the gnostics. But the apostles declare
that Christ is no mystic notion, and
Christianity is a historic religion, and
by an outward and tangible sign—bap-
tism—they set forth the fact of resur-
rection as offsetting the prevailiog
m{niv notions.”

t may be said that a large number of
Pedo-baptist scholars agree with this
most U{lvluul interpretation of the
apostle’s language

(8.) It represents regeneration as a
purifying chenge

“And now why tarriest thou Arise
and be baptized, and wash away thy
sing, calling on His name Aota

Comment upon Lhis passage Lo show |
that it sumsine the position taken |
in sonroely neosssary . Kome indeed have |
cisimed that there s nore  than |
the symbolic in the waslilng here
apoken His i clemnseth from |
all indguity” fs ¢ sural decls
thon aa Lo the source of cleanaing for the |
sloner.  “Without the shedding |
blood there I8 no reudesion of sine
likewise directs 10 the spuroe of cleans
ing.  We oan thereford readily under
tand Peter's words, “Even baptism

not the putting sway of the filth of the
flesh We must therefore oconclude
that Annaniss makes no sssertion of
baptismal purification inhis instruction
to Paul. “The idea of purifioation is
never in the New Testament explicitly
associated with baptism and the term
“wash'’ but<once.” (J. B. Thomas,
“Mounld of Doctrine,”” page 85). The

4 word “wash” referred to, being that

above discuseed, makes further exami-
nation of this point unnecessary.

That the New Testament writers use
the figure of washing or bathing to set
forth the washing of the soul in Christ
is quie evident. “Not by works done
in, righteousness, which we did our-

flves, but according to His mercy He

aved us through the washing of regen-

ation and renewing of the Holy
Ghost.” (Tit. 3: 5). Also, “That He
might sanctify it, having cleansed it by
the washing of water with the word.”
(Eph. 5: 26). Again, “Whickr also
after a true likeness doth now save
you, even baptism, not the putting
sway of of the filth of the flesh, Eut the

26. This is no unusual ides of reg
ation.

Look, now, at Rom. 6: 4. “We
were buried therefore with Him
throngh baptism into death, that like
as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we.
also might walk in newness of life.’
Again, Col.' 2: 12, “Having been
buried with Him in baptism, wherein
ye were also raised with Him through
faith in the working of God who ised
Him ’mﬁ vi‘l:(fe dead.” Oa thl:hl-m;:
paesage Lightfoot says: ‘‘Ba m is
the grave of the old man and the birth
of the new. As he sinks beneath the
baptismal waters, the believer buries
there all his corrupt affections and past
sins; as he emerges thence he rises
regenerate, quickened to new hopes
and & new life. . . . Thus baptism is
an image of his participation both in
the death and in the resurrection of
Christ.” Bee Apost Const. 3: 17.)

The British conference of Wesleyan
Methodists decided within the past ten
yeas “that the Lord has not in the
course of His ministry ‘connected re-
gnention with baptism in any way.”

‘e can conceive how any Yodoblptijt
body may thus conclude in order to
pubstmtinge: weak point. If baptism

mechanical function of baptism. The
revolting ex‘remes to which they natur-
ally give rise is sufficient to show their
weakness and folly. In all of these
bodies holding such theories in any
form the natural tendency (as says
Wiseman) is to practice infant baptism
and declare all not coming under it -to
be subjects of perdition. With ‘the
Jesuits, as seen especially in Xavier,
we behold that 1td le of

is only 1 then there is no sig-
nificance in this apostolic language—it
is idle talk.

But it may be asked: “If it be true
that baptism symbolizes the paasing of
the soul from death to life, why would
it not be in order and even. significant
for the ordinance to be often repeated.”
To this we reply that its very singleness
is full of meaning. Christ once only
rose from the ‘3 L, and men once only

the pressing of this (.eblchring to its |

natural issue, and heathén being hapé
tized on the ground of willingness and
nothing more, and in the Romish
chnrch we see it still further made
ridiculous in her attempt during the
dazk ages to Christianize the heathen
world by pressing men to baptism at
the point of the sword, These mons-
trositics are, after all, not the out-come
of perverseness onthe partof the ad-
ministrators, but rather they are Rome,
and thoss holding kindred theories on
baptism, acting in harmony with their
erroneous dootrines of the ordinance.

Agsin with the New Testament bap-
tism is conceived of*as being in the
highest sense pnblic. . The prominence
of this feature is more than accidental.
Yet if baptism is only a sacrament aod
is & chaonel of grace, why should it not
always be in secret, or why, in view of
the natoral timidity of men, did it not
become a secret performance. The sug-
gestion is that it is not & mere sacra-
ment or an end of itself, but it possesses
a relative merit.

The absurdity of such doctrines ap-
pears also in the fact that baptism can-
not be self-administered. Fisher in his
“Church History” in speaking of “‘se
baptist”” seems at first sight to lay it
down very positively as a mastter of
histery that baptism has been- self-
administered. He says: “In 1606 Rev.
John 8myth, who had been vicar of
Gainsborough, and a company with

o, sep d from the Ind d
church at Amsterdam. Smyth, Dot sc-
knowledging the baptism which he had
received in infancy, baptized himself
and hence was called the ' se-b o
Farther on he s ‘“Whether yth
baptized himself in this manner, and
when among English Baptists i

g

ion of a good ¢ i to-
wards God.”

Washing or bathing in water, says
Dr. Hovey, is & natural symbol of puri-
fication, and if Baptists have not in-
sisted on this as often as on other ideas
symbolized by immersion in water, it
imzhlpa due in part to & resction of
feeling against the exclusive reference
made to it by pedobaptists; yet they
have by no means failed to recognise
this part of the meaning conveyed by
the rite. Bn’vu Dr. Chase, “In baptism
there is d in all its signifi
the idea of cleansing or punfying, for
the water in which we are buried is &
purifying element. Thus there is &
figurative washing away of sins —a put-
ting off of the body of sinful propensi-
ties, and, as it were, a depositing of it
in the grave—from which in this em-
blem, we come forth as alive from the
dead, to walk innewness of life, and at
length to enter on the life everlasting.

(4) There is in baptism a setting
forth of the Trinity. C. H. Spurgeon,
in reviewing an ancient pamphlet
on baptism, calls attention to this fune-
tion as therein discovered. At the
baptism of Christ, God the Father gave
audible approval, Chsist the Son was
the subject, and the Holy Spirit ap-
peared in the form of a dove. This
fact gives special significance to the
words of the commission, “baptizin
them into the name of the Father an
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” To
say that this was intentionally & func-
tion of baptism as seen by Christ may
be too strong a statement ; yet the fact
remains that both with the administra-
tor and the subject this crowning doc-
trine of deity is set forth with every

%0 is once only | performance of the ordinance.
ﬁeba administered. . (5) An act of confession on the part
(2) It lish- | of the didate is seen in bapti I

ed death and resurrection of Christ.

Paul says in Rom. 6:3: “Or are ye
ignorant that all we who were baptized
into Christ were baptized into His
death?” Alsoin Col. 2: 12, “Having
been buried with Him .in. baptism,
wherein ye were also raised with Him
through faith in the working of God,
who raised Him from the dead.”

Dr. Dollinger, as quoted by Dr. Hovey,
says : “St, Paul made this {mmeniun &
symbol of burisl with Christ, and the
emerging & sign of resurrection with
Him to & new life,” Messner also re-
marks : “Thus Paul connects the act of
submersion with the desth of Christ,
and that of emersion with the resurrec-
tion of Obrist—s symbolism of the
baptismal rite which has lost its signi-
‘fioance with the disap of the

t
gives exgreuion to the experience
within. Peter describes baptism as
“the answer of & good conscience.”
Dr. Hovey interprets ‘“‘answer’”’ as
“request”—“the request of a good con-
science.” Bo that it is more than a
mere setting forth in & mechanical
way the historical facts of Christianity
—it is the personal avowal of faith in
Christ, setting forth the fact that the
subject has appropriated to himself
the divine salvation, and publicly an-
nounces the same to the world.

(6) Baptism has & function pertain-
ing to church ization.

* Among both Protestants and papists
there is a general agreement that one
of the prime signs of & true church is
thlpwper administration of these two

rite as then observed.
Dr. Schafl says: “All

' (Dr. Pepper, in ‘‘Quartex-
ly I(avlflw" for 1872, page 174). The

of note, except Btewart and Hodge, ex-
prouul‘{.ldmil or take it for ted that
in verse WA e anoclent
preval mode of baptism by im-
mersis implied as giving force to
the idea of 70 down of the old and
ralsing up of the new man.” (Lange's
Comm. on Romans. Note p. 202.)

Commemorating these central facts
of the Christian reli

two here referred to are
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The
same suthor further states: “It is
hardly too much to say that they are
the organization of the church—that
all else is subsidiary or incidental.
We do not, indeed, forget the phoe
which the gospel as the Word of God is
to have; but la:)‘pel spoken is the
l‘nurlﬁ-uuuu of the gospel embodied
n

Yl(m,‘ ism was,
in the words of Dr. J. B. Thomas, “s
historical monument'’ to the aposties,
ll.g Of the fact that Ohrist had risen,
(2.) Of the pro-eminence of the fact
and its consequent primary place in
the Chdlnhn! ?‘mvtrr ne. (8..:“0! the
corporality of the faot, as nat all
mystifying tendencies.

the 1

20 sinoe the church
is » body visible, that which visibly
embodies it life in its origin and per-
petustion, in its relations God-ward,
world-ward and self-ward, may most
fitly be deemed the very constitution of
the church.” We oan readily give as-
sent 1o this position, Its truth at

ion began to be the form of the rite
% * « are still questions.”
Sandt.hn:' se-baptism” Z a mere fiction,

oes

inence whica Fisber's well knows
wardness (we will ssy for charity’s sake)
accords it. Man no

ment, “Christ's Messiahship was ‘mani-
fe ' by Blhl baptism, Bonship
was i

¢ same author oalls attention to e i u,n..&umu the present
®
ion, as seen in the New .T-lb ous and non-essential attachments, and

'Il:.:‘(ll’ 2 with th
of Jobhn.” m“k l.,
:1 Jesus

orby b “The vote, or rather
the consent, of the church is coatained
in the baptism. Baptism makes the
membership. Theold-fashionei expres-
sion “Baptism the door into the
church,” used in its right éonnection is
thoroughly consistent therefore, and
sets forth another function of the ordi-
nance.

Investigation of this subject leads
one to liken baptism in the fulness of
its preserving and conserviog function
to the rain drop. As the little drop of
water has carefully stored up in minia-
ture all the celors of the rainbow,
which may be brought to view under
microscopic scrutiny, so has baptisn
been made the minute storchouse - &1
Gospel truth, and failure to see it, we
beliove, arises from lack of investigs
tlon, to which inditl: cence and prejudice
largely contribute. We are led by
this inguiry Srmly to belleve that to
preserva the ordinance is to preservethe
visible ohoreh ; 1o sarvender It s to
obliterate the church, To mangle it is
finally 10 conslgn to forgetfulness the
ornolal fac's of Christisnity ; to fatier
bumanity with its own inherent good
ness and adequateness, and to redoce |
the roggedness and radioalness of |
Gospel truth o the superficiality of a |
mere moral system |

o
e soldiers who stayed with Wash
ington that dreadfol winter of Valley
Forge - who doubted thelr loyaity !
Who will yours 1f you say and show
your word true: “‘Though all others
forsake Thee, yet will not 11" Thus
setving, the earthly becomes refined
the agony which may rend your soul
brings ocelestial strength. Under the
anvil you rejice that God is molding
youto s vessel unto bonor, Between
the fuller's beating flails you feel your
vile robes are beginning to glow with a
lustrous purity. Tied to the Potter's
wheel, whirling, and feeling as you
whirl thie sharp fknife of God ocutting
out the gross earth, wince not. Bhapes
of beauty shall come from that bilmg
steel. You shall be carved into divine
symmetry; you shill be ornamented
 with the exquisite figures which His
‘supreme. art brings out of the rough
clay; and, more tgon all, shall you be
the cu
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