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SOME STATISTICS
FOR THE YEAR G

—

VICTORIA’S PROGRESS
IN VARIOUS LINES

Building Activity is Greatest in Many |

Years - Civic Improvements and

ther Yearly Returns.

The building activity in this city for
the past twelve months, as estimated by
the permits issued at the office of the
building inspector, exceeds that of form-
er years by a wide margin. The aggre-
gate sum represented by these permits is
considerably more than half a million
dollars, waile to this should be added the
cost of such interior alterations and im-
provements as at the Pacific Club and
other buildings not included in the re-
cords, but which are -estimated at
seventy-five thousand dollars. This will
bring the total up to more than six hun-
dred thousand dollars. Of course all the
work for which the permits were issued
has not yet been completed, the 0. P. R.
hotel foundations and & few haudsome
residences, but so much of it hag been
executed within this year that the grand
aggregate ds not affected to a very large
extent,

A feature of the activity that ha§ pre-
vailed in building circles during the
period now rapidly drawing to a close is
the large number of residences erected.
Of a verity Victora is a city of heomes,
for sections which a short time ago were
unoccupied - by structures of any kind
are now adorned by dwellings ‘' of the |
most modern character. There are
localities which, when the year™ opened
were in a comparative degree sparsely
occupied, mow. .present a sufprising
transformation scene. And it must not.
be concluded that in representative value.
the activity has not kept abreast of num-
bers. On the contrary some of the finest
residences this city boasts of were erect-
ed this year, and these it will be expect-
ed will be ‘duplicated within the next
twelve months.

As stated, the appended list does mot
include buildings in which internal im-
provements such as those just completed
at the Pacific’Club and other buildings,
but only new structures .or those to
which new additions have been made.
The. list as secured by the Times at the
building inspeefor’s office is as follows:

‘Wi, Atkins—Bailding, Johnson
street.

-Alex, Anderson—115 story frame build-
ing on Finlayson estate, Quéen’s avenue,
$1.600.

Walter E, Adams—1 story bungalow

«cottage, Belcher street, cost $2500

Jas. L. Armson—13  story frame
building, Pandora street, $2000

W. F. Adams—I11% story frame build-
ing, corner of James and Andrew streets,
$2,500.

Archdeacon’  of Columhm—-l sfory
brick building, Fort and Douglas street,
$3,000.

B. C. Land & Invest.nent Agency— |
Remodelling Dawson hotel  (now King
Edward), Yates strecf, $10000

Mrs. Sophia Barrett—114 etory frame
dwelling, $2,000.

N:: Bertucci—1¥s. storg. iimN’ Chata:
bers street, $1,500. 3

P..R. :Brown—2 story 'bnck ‘bulldmg.
Fort-street, $98,000.

B. 0. Land & Investmenrt Axency—
Additional story on Nathan building,
corner-of Government -and Bmght:on
streets, $9,000.

0. 8. Bailey—2 story frame bmldmg
on Cook street, $3,800.

B. 0. Land & Investment Agency—2
story frame building, Menzies street,
$2,200; two houses at $2,200 each and
four 1 story frame  houses at $1,800
each; total, $13,800.

T. Barton—Three 1l story frame dwell-
ings, Michigan street, concréte founda-
tions, $1,200 each; total, $3,600.

Mr. Bajlantyne—-Frame
Beckley Parm.

Mrs. Brunell—1 story frame homo,
Edmonton road, $500.

A. Bruece—1 story frame ‘huilding,
Front and Russell streets, Victoria West,
$800.

W. H. Burns—l1; story frame build-
ing, Cadboro Bay road, $2,000.

G. W. Boulding—134 story frame
building, corner Richmomi road and
Leighton road, $2,400.°

H. G. BI'OWI’\—].]/g story frame build-
ing, Oswego and Quebee streets, $2,200.

F. Burgess—1% story brick building,
Topaz avenue, $2,000.

D. R. Black—1 story building, Dune-
din street, $1,800.

Mr, Brown—l story frame building,
Hereward road, $1,000.

Mrs. M. E. Beli—2
Cormorant street, $3,500.

P. Chandler—One 2 story frame build-
ing, corner Daiton street and Esquimalt
road, $1,800.

Dr. Clemence—114 story frame dwell
ing, Linden avenue, $3,500.

C. P. R.—Foundations for hotel, facing
Government - street, $90,000; wharf,
450x90, $18.000; warehouse, 60x90;
$7,000; office on Belleville street, $9,000;
tota], $124,000,

Geo. Ganin—1 story frame dweling,
Queen’s avenue, $800.

G. C;uxkshanks——" story frame house,
Simcoe street. $3,000.

W. J. Olarke—114 story frame build-
ing, Henry street, Rock Bay, - $2,000.

John Colbert—11% story, Beacon sfreet,
$1,800.

Mrs. J. Clay—House, corner of Bel-
cher street and Linden avenue, Belcher
street, $4,500.

E. P. Colley—134 story frame building,
\IoChue street, $1,800.

. Dr. Chas. M. Cobbett—2 story house,
stone. foundation, Pemberton road and
Tort street, $4,200.

Frank Clarke—2 story frame house,
Pandora street, $2,000.

Mrs. M. G. 8. Oostin—134 story frame
Inilding, Work estate, $2,000.

Mrs, Duval—1 story frame dwelling,
corner Stanley avenue and Alfred street,
$1,500,

J. and John I)ouglas—Adddtwn of 1
story to Fit-Reform premises, Govern:
ment street, .$2,000.

F. N. Denison—2 story house, Superior

ree't $2,500.

J. A, Daves—1 story frame dwelling,
Yates street, $2,500.

_ R. Drake—1 story. frame building,
& $1,800.

i0..T. anont—Large cottage, Stada-
cona avenue, $2,500

R. Dinsdale—11% story brick building,
good stome foundation, Fourth street,
$3,000.

Olarence B. Deaville—2. story frame
building, Gorge road, $2,600, - -

Mrs. H. 8. Fairall—1 gtory Ntfﬁ!".
Esquxmalt road, $1,200.

dfwelhng,

story . l;uilding.

}soo
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Mrs. H. S. Fairall—House,
Esquimalt road, $1,500.

W. A. Gleason—2 story frame house,
Stanley avenue,; $2,500.

Mrs. L. Gibson—13% story frame resi-
dence, Douglas street, $1,800

B. Gllchrwt 114 story cottage, Dune-
din striet, $2,500,

Mr. Green—1 story cottage,
street, $2.500.

Mr. T. T. Green—I1 story frame dwell-
ing, View street, $1,200.

Miss A. Grlbble—Dwelhm-g,
Pandora street, $1,500.

G. W. Garner———l story frame houce,
St. Lawrence street, $700.

E. Geiger—11% story frame hoase,
AQueen’s avenue.

Alterations fo building, corner Gov-
ernment and Yates streets, . for
bartk: 36,000 Imperlal
bBlde ge(;etooman — 1 story frame

u1 2, nOwW occupi

‘B, Led:lnghun s o

Hong Yuen & Cheng Yuen—2 story
brick stores and ecabins, Cormoramt
street, 9,000,

Capt. R. Hicks—Two 1 story frame
adwellings, Priacess, street, $2400.

;. F. J. Holland—1 story fmme building,
$1,200.

Murs, J. Houstion—Houvse moved to block
7, Work “street, remodelling and addi-
tions, $1,200,

i Johu Hepburn—1 story brick building,
used as theatre, Johnson street, $4,000.
E. Johmson—2 story frame building,
corner View and Ormond street, $2,500
Mr. Johnson—214, story frame bmldmg
con&e;é- Farquhar and\ Quadra streets,

A. Johnson—2 story, Pandora street,

on old

Coutts

Notth

Mrs, C. Jones—Addition to bnilding,
George road, $200.

Geo. and Mrs. Elizabeth Kirk—Resi-
denee on St. Charles street, $6,000.

H. J. Knott—Frame house on Cook
ﬂn& Elizabeth streets, $2,000

Jobn Kinsman—115 story fmme build-
ing, Winlayscn estate, $2,500; 1 story
frame house, Princess avemm'e $1,500.-
T, B Laundy—Adkhtxou bo 2 story
hnuse, Simicoe street, $700.

C. J. Loat—1 story frame dwedling on
Nia'gara and Carr streets, $2,500. .
Mus, J. Luney—Two 1% story houses,
Queen’s avenue, $2,400.

i Mr. Luscombe—2 story house, corner
of Mears and Cook streets, $3,000.

Mrs. Lawry—1 story frame . building,

Lemonr & Gonnason—New sawmill,
Orchand street, $4,000.

Alexis Martin -2 story frame bmlding,
stone basement, Rockland avenue, $7,000.

. | Moore & Whittington—2 story frame

dwellmg, Pandora street, $2,500.
Building on"old agricultural groumds—
Two 2 story frame dwellings, Heywood
avenue, $3,600.

F. Moo.re—l story * brick building,

-$7.500.

 Moore & tht'tmgvton——l% story frame
house for Mr. Matthews, on George
qt.reevt $

(1 HH }ﬁiunﬁay—l% ‘Story frame bmld‘-

ing, Elliott “street, Douglas Gardens,
$2500

% Mdmy—l%
Doug‘qs street, $3,500

, G. Michaelis—1%% s'tory frame drwemng,
Elfiott street, $5,000.

. B. Maeguire—l story frame house,
Princess avenue, $900C.

E. Mallandane—1 story frame house
on Simcoe street, $2,000

. J. Madden—T'wo 1 sbory residences,
Prmccss avenue, $1,

H B Macdnnald——l% story nouse,
South Pandora street, $1,200.

{ Mrs. Annie M‘arvt-hews—-l story brick
Building, corner of Market and 'ﬁlﬁtd

story dwelling

_sitréets, $1.200.

Mir. McIlwaitpe—Barn, Collinson stmet

200.

y Jas. A. McIntosh—2 story frame house,
Fernwood estate, $2,000.

Mr$, MeGregor—Thwo 11 story frame
houses, Quebec street, $1,700 each.

J. H. McGregor—2 -story brick build-
ing, Langley and Bastion streets, $15,-
000.

"W. Y. McCarter—2 story frame build-
ing, Dougles street, $2,200; alo 1 stmy
frame building, Douglas street, $1,800.

D. F. MeCrimmon—1%  story frame
building, Fernwood estate, $2,000.

Mrs, McKiel—1% story frame building,
Government: stréet, $2,000

+H. Powell—115 story house, Frederick
street, $1,800.

Jos. Phillips—1 story frame house,
Camosun street, $1,100.

| Thos. Parce.l-——ln sbory house, Clar-
ence street, $1,800,

H. A. Prior—1 story {rame house,
Alifred street, $800.

‘Mrs. Robertxs»——2 story firame building,
Burdette avenue, $3,500.

; Alterations to Crystal Theatre, $1 500.
{On Hing Bros.—1 story brick build-

, '$800.
1‘gAltfx Kobinson—2 story house on Lin-
{
den’ avenue, $3,000.

‘John Richards—Four 115 story frame
bml(lng's, eorner Menzies and Superior
stnets, $1,600 each; total, $6,400.

S. Roberts—1 story building, Michigan
street, $2,400.

P ;hlihmﬁson—l story building, corner
of Toronto and Powell streets, $750.
‘H, and Mrs. Robertson—2 s’aory house,
St Charles street, $3,800.

Geo. Snider—2 story house, stone base-
ment, Blliott street, $5,000. :
C. J. V. Spmatt—2 story frame hotel,
corner Store and Discovery stmeots,
“Mrs B. 7. Shanks—1%  story frame
puilding, Esquimalt road, $1,500.

‘Peter Steele—Addition’ to dwelling,
Cadthetine street, $500.

Dr. Sheppard—Large cottage, Regents
Park, $3,500. ;

Mr. Steﬂmg\-—2 sbory fmme house,
Mears street, $4,000

P, Shundley\-—Bmldimg, Esquimalt and
Daltons streets. -

‘Simmons & Colner—2 story brick build-
ing, Fort stfeet, $4,000. -

’Hirs M. A. Sheppard—2 story frwme
use, corner of ~Young ami Tomnm
streets, $2,200. - :
A. m’ . Schroeder—Frame cottage, Fort

tr $3 000.

5 Ige*qStevenson—2 story frame dwelling,
Cadbore Bay and Pemberton roads,
$3,000.

Frank Swannell — Building corner
South Turner street amd Dalias mnd.
$2,500.
Jolm Silver—A ddition - to ‘dwelling, St
Louis street, $250, )

P. W. Thomas—115 story houge, Sime~

Vlng, Queen’s avenue, §1,500,

LARGE BOTTLES $1°°¢ '

‘Q. Turnbull-114 etory frime : dwell-

Charles Ttrect,

Cadboro Bay road; $3,000, :

Hannes ’demon—l Story frame dwell-
ing, Nenth Pembroke street, $1,000,
* F. P. Wailkon—1 story frame dwelling,
$2,500.

Wm, “11bv—2 story
Yates sireet, $2,500.

.- 8. .- Wi lldlowson—-l%

wonﬁug,

frame

story
." v Jcn rea .1 2,000,
L rume huilding,

frame

s vy house, Yates
stree-t, $2,500.

J. Werihington—1%4 story brick puile-
ing, Government stroet, $3 900,

Mrs. B, Williams—1 stosy frame cct-
tage, Yatcs street, $2.000,

F. E, Wollaston—A dditienal story om
dwelling, Menzies street, $2,000.

C. Watkins—Bungalow, Belcher street,
$3,000.

Mrs. H. H. Welsh——2 story frame
hovse, Fernwood road, $2,500.

ing, Richmond avenue, $2,500.
Mrs. Walters—1 story dwelling,
street, $1,800,
Mirs. Mary
frame building, Alderman road, $1,200.
A Wolfenden—114 story frame build,
ing, Freder'ck and Mary streets, $1,800.
Mrrs. Arnetta Young—11%4 story frame
building, Bea~x street, $1,400.
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CIVIC IMPROVEMENTS.

A Great Deal Has Been Accomplisﬂ:eﬁ
in Past Year.

‘When the ity engineet, Chas. Topp,-
presents his annual report for the con-
sideration of the council, it ‘will show
that in some departmentssmore has been
accomplished in the past twelve inonths
tham in any corresponding period in the
history of the city. Chief among these
is the extensive permanent sidewalk im-
provements inaugurated, most of the
plank walks, if not all, i main portlon
of the city having been .thus replaced,
while conerete sidewalks have been con-
strocted in many of the residential locali-
ties farther out.. Pandora avenue, Yates
street, Cook street, F‘m street, Cormor-
ant street, Gevernment street, several
streets in James Bay and other section
of the community have been laid with
them, representing’ an outlay of approxi-
mately $54,000.

Perhaps the biggest work was the
sewerage extension, which has been car-
ried on to @ degree that created .a pretty
large hole in the sum of $200,000, bor-
towed. severa) years ago for the purpose.
Sevemty-ﬁve thousand dollars were ex-
pended on this.improvement, the districts
Benefitted being James Bay,. Victoria
West and Rock Bay. Last' year the lo-
calities which counld be sewered under
the gravitation system were  covered.
These were portions of Rock Bay, James
Bay and the Work Estate. This year
the extension has been furtheredias part
of,.ar necessary septic tank system, by
wlmxh the:lower districts of  the place
wxll be afforded adequate sewer facili-
ties. . A septic tank is being comstructed
in. James Bay, at the end of Mijchigan
street; a second at the end of RocjBay
bridge, which is one of the causes why
that  much-mooted structure = has - been

Iaid out for Victoria West at-the south
and of Mary street. ~ Another tank will
be built in: Spring Ridge next year.
| The cost of these tanks depends largely
upon the nature of the excavation re-
uired. . Ifgthere -is lots of roek”to beé
ved, the omtlay, of course, :will ‘be
ter. “Undéer~favorablé’ conditions, in
is Tespect, & tank should cost between
#,000 and $5,000. It is built“in the
earth with its ‘roof omn a line with the
street. This is covered over so that the
tank will not be noticeabls. It floor is
six feet below ithe sewer main.  The
sewage <uters £t one end, and 'when it
emerges from the other it is deveid of all
solid substances. The fluid can then be
emptied into the salt water without the
| necessity of filtration.
: There has beer some street paving dar-
ing th  year, Government street from
Courtney to Humbcldt street, and Yates
street - from Government to ' Wharf
streets, having becn paved. The council
dlso passed the plan for paving Fohnson
street:ifrom Douglas to Store streets,
wluch will be carried out next ycar. Al-
together the amount expended on street
paving: *his ycar was about $18,000. /A
congiderable amounit - of macadﬂ»mlzmg
has ‘béen done, especially  in Vieteria
West, Esquimalt and Catherine streets,
now undergoing improvement * imv - this
manner. The new causeway across
BRock Bay is another good work, ¢bviat-
ing, the use of the umsafe. Rock Bay
bridge for the tramecars on the Esquimalt
run, and greatly facilitating the service.
This roadway has been macademized,
and is one of the best in the city. The
abutment for the protection of the James
Bay retaining wall, and the Point Ellice
bridge, were also completed this year, al-
though they are practically part of last
year’s programmé,
Douglas strect has been extended
across the flats to the park, representing
an _expenditure of about $3,000. It is
now being filled and graded, and when
completed will be a Ilon®-needed im-
provemént. The James Bay causeway
‘has been macadamized and sidewalked,
while other work in that connection has
been conducted by the city in the same
neighborhood. ‘Besides these the usual
street programme has been dealt with,
including” the macadamizing of Pandora
street from Stenley ayvenue to Belmont
avenue, while a new thoroughfare has
been made from St. Charles street, in
the vicinity of Regents Park. This is
but a brief neoatpxtulatxon of what has
been accomplished in civi picvements
in the year, the Iuj‘) particulaws of which
the various
oﬂicmls present their annual) yreports.
Notes.

The health report has not been come
pleted, but as far as canm be learned it
will be unusually favorable. The num-
ber of infectious diseases dealt with is
much less than it ywas last year, while
half the number of complaints were re-

corded.

The police returns were not prepared
whieni the Times reporter called, but these
will be forthcoming in a few days.

The various officials: of the corporation
are busy drafting their reports for the
year. (These will be presented in the

"

All those suffering with
- Boils, Scrofula, Eczema |
will find

Weaver's Syrup
and Cerate

invaluable to cleanse the blood
Davis' & Lawrence Co:y:Ltd.,

€. H. Topp —9 Story frame- dwelling,

housey

W. H., Wheeler—2 story frame build- |
View'

T. Williams—11, story’

closed to traffic;- while a third :has been |

council shortfy, after which they will be
embodied in the usual book form.
[ O~
FIRE DEPARTMENT RECORD.
Largest Number of Alarms in History of
the Bngade
—6—\‘—

During the yedr the fire dlepartment

igreatest totaliin its history. The largest
number in anymounth was in August, due
principally to:grass fires. The greatest
loss in any mhonth was also in. August,
being $60,470, 'of 'which $60,000 was

| caused by the fire on August 9th—that

started at the Albion Iron Works. The
most dangerous llaze with which the
deparbment had tor deal was that at the

{'Driard, on the.night of June 26th, when

the loss was $19,000

! [The total loss fonthe yéar is $86 921, a
comperatively)smail amount ,considering
the serious natures:of some of .the fires.
The loss by months are: January, $100;
Februar\ $996, Mam'h $D{)d, Apn"l $45;

May, $775; $605
Au"uit $60 4 ptemher ‘Oc-
tober $50; N , $1,850; ember,

ti‘he fires foi cember are; Ideeember
8, Mrs. ‘Turhpr's store, 52 Foft street,

bke arising ¥hrough floor; fioMoss. De-
cember 25th, box 14, fire at Mr. Oliver’s,
Cosks and Labouchere streets; furnace
set fire to eonservatory, doss, $%

b SCHOOk AE AN%

An Unprecedented Showing in' the Past
Year.

An unpreeedentef feature ofjfhe city
schoo: attend; or the past year was
the high percemifage’ which wasfsustained
from January e end of® sggeember
In only one mbnth twas it lesd than 90
per cent—in February—while in Septem-
ber and December it was over 93. This
is a splendid showi ing, of which the city
gupérintendent “'and - school “bvard are
tightfully prouff. A few day¥“ago the
Timbes publishéd ‘s table showikg the
dttéhdance for 'the fall term;%i% which
th&/l’ ipcrease wé's ﬁlamly demonstrated.
Thé"mlonthly séhoo¥ attendancelfor the
year is as follows:

be No. ‘Dally Attend.
- Attend. Aye,; - P.C.
me a2y 706 2,495.83  90.56

T4 2,44641, 89.12

2,53114- 92,44
2,447:45 93,16

VAT THE'POST OFFICH.
Reygtiue For Yeai't‘)‘f‘ﬁ"ill Exceed Showing |
of ; 1908. e

Yilki

Pogtmaster Shakespeare is umable to
anngupce the togal,revenue of;the Vic-_
toria post office for the past yegr. But
he says it will , tofal a much larger
amount than in In that Period it
reachad $52,343. 1+ This was tHe total
revebue derived foom the sale offpostage
stamps, ‘tox rent; mcacy . orders;  ete.,
less the nccessaiy eroenses.o¢The in-
come frcm stawas-alone for 1964 would
meke a’ hotie® totaly decordingiito  Mr.
Shakespesie, than the revenue received
from a'l sources in he pievious year.
Mr. Shakespeara é‘ plaine {h q as the
Vietofia office stjiplies stamps™ to the
maty branches scdttered over Vancouver
Islafil; the local”indome. is condiferably
aughiénted ins this'Way. About $53,000
was received from this source du”i'mg the
past twelve months. -

Reyenue was deriyed from the rent of
lette? boxes and d rs. Fiveé*hundred
and twenty-four ¢f the former were in
use, and 64 vacant during the past year.
Of the drawers 128 were utilized and 84
were: nct rented. 1As the rent-of boxes
and @rawers was $4 and $5 respectively,
the tetal -income :was $2.721. In this
also'an increase ovet last year ivas no-
ticeahle. Mr. Shakespeare looked for-
ward to having ahnost all the available
bores-and drawers rented for 1905.
The indications, headded, were that the
money-order business would exceéd that
of awy previous year: During 1908 the
total amount recéived was $190,276.16,
end the sum paid out was $352,695.66.
There would be an excess both ‘ins total
recéived and the &mount paid -out- when
all returns for the’ past twelve months
were available. o, F ¢

-—-u-s()b-—
VITAL STATISTICS.

Returos Showing®{Number of 'Births,
Deaths and Mirriages For Year.
a——-\_——-

Appended are the cbmplete vital statis-
tics 'for the past yeat: From Janu.ary to
Septémber—Births)’ 835; deaths,’ 201;
marriages, 103. ¥From Ocmber'no the
30th“of December-Births, 112; deaths,
81; marriages, 93.

SEALING. CATCH.
.,
Total for Year Low; but Prices Were
Fa'wora.ble

While the totlwl""'m-‘tch. of the Vietoria
sealing fleet for the fyear just ended is
one of the lowest!since it assumed its
present ‘tonnmge, ‘thé average work of
the schooners willk bé found te compare
fairly well with that done in' several of
the preceding seaSouns, The official re-
turns, now comple#¥, Show the total catch
for 1904 to be 14,646, made up as fol-
Jows:: B. C. coasty 3,118 skins; Tndian
cateh; 1,601 skinsy Copper isfand-catch.
1,790, and Behring' Jsea, 8,237 skins.
There were 22 schooners operated this
year, against 26 the, previous year, and
there were oyer 300 Indians employed
and about 230 white-men. As reponted |
in a former statement of the work of the
fleet, oue of the schooners was  lost,

ng an jteny on the debit ac-
count of the thonm Seali mg Company’s
bowks which: puti a blg hole in the profits
of the year. Better prices were obtained
for “the fur in the L.ondlon, market than
.have been realized :Qr many years,. com-
pletely chiamging the gutlook of the year’s
operations from one,of an extremely
grave character at t%
n to one of a glght success - when
operations in Behring sea are included.

L AR The Times some weeks ago published

@

‘responded to!125.-calls, whichiis the

e enid of the coast |

in detail the work or the various schoon-
ers, giving the names of the different
captaing andl the number of men forming
their crews, and this article is only in-
tended to give more succinctly and offi-
cially the news then anmounced. During
the coming year a simillar sized fleet will
be employed in the industry, and with ‘a
continuance of the war befiweenr Russia

Atlantic fur from the English market in
any considerable quanitity it is hoped that
even better prices will be obtained at the
end of the year than were realized this
winter. The war affects the Japanese in-
dustry and limits the supply of skins
offered for sale,

As will be observed feom the figures
above, there is .a great disparity be-
tween the British Columbia coast -catch
and that taken ini Behring sea and off
the Cobpper island coast. One reason for
this is that the weather is.so rough early
in ‘the year when the schoorers first go
out that they are oftcn unethle to lower
their boats when the seals 2re most plen-
tifvl. - The season just erds when the
weather usually gets nice, and then oper-
ations cease until August first, when the
sealers enter Behming sea. In the morth-
ern waters this year good weather was
encountered for one or two momths; and
them it was that the sealers made money.
As for the Copper island grounds, a ¢om-
paratively small fleet is there operated

THE MINIG NES
OF THE PROVINCE

There are two prospects within a short
distance of - Vietoria which are dividing
loeal interest between them. These are
the ' King Solomon' property mnear
Cowichan station and the mine being
warked by H: Cecil near Ladysmith.
Both properties give excellent promise,
angd the work is being watched carefully
for the purpose of seemg what will be
the witimate outcome. ..

The King Solomon mine, the work on
which is being carried on by a syadicate
with J. S, H. Matsen at its head, con-
tinues to show up excellently. The shaft,
which wus sunk on the property con-
tinued in solid ore. giving high wvalues.
Work has been temporarily suspended
in this shaft in consequence of an inrush
of‘Water. An engine is ‘being sent ‘to the
ming,.and a pump will be installed so as
tokeep the works clear and allow the
sinking to continue,

Pending the installing of +the pump,
the men employed-at the mine have com-
menced work several hundred feet away
from the shaft in order to afford a better
idea of the claim. The ore at this point
ig: very similar to. that found where the
shaft was sunk. The ore will go 15 per
cent. copper, and the conditions are most
favorable.

At the Ladysmith mine Mr: ‘Cecil is
making satisfactory progress. He has a
shipment of about 30 tons of ore réady
for the Ladysmith smelter. This will be
shipped in a few days, and will average
$40 a ton. Mr. Cecil states that on the
west cross-cut a fine body of ore' has just
beén struck of a similar character to that
whi¢h a few weeks ago was reached.
There are nine men at work on -the pro-
perty, and in a short’time there will be
quite’an amouni of ore sent out, as the
road is being put in good condition for
teatning from the mine,

Thy conditions for haufing “hreexcel-
lent, as the country from the mine to the
smelter is very level,

St. Eugene’s Contracts.

The St. Eugene silver-lead mine near
Moyie will continue its heavy production
of ofe. The effect of this is being felt
most beneficially by the town of Moyie.
Aééording to- Mr. ‘Cronin’s report to the
St. Eugene shareholders, the company
has to get out of thé mine mearly 19,000
tord of ore and concentrateés between now
and“the first of next July in order to fll
the"contracts on hand.” This makes an |
average of about 2,700 fons per month,’
and ‘means that the mine will run to its
full limit. Mr, Cronin is of the opinion
that the required amount will 'be’ pro-
duced within the specified time.

The St. Eugene has had an interesting
history. It was discovered several yedrs
ago by an Indian -who' lived at the St.
Eugene Mission..” Some good ore had
been brought " into ‘the mission, and
Father Cocola, who wes in charge, re-
cognizing that il was of high-grade, sent
a Bimber of Indians on a hunt. He
gave to each a sample of ore, and asked
them to mateh it if they could. Ome by
one- they returned unsuccessful,. except
Skookum Jim, whose prolonged absence
was the cause of\alarm. He had been
sway-a month;—ahd was about *to be
given up for\lost, when he came back
with as much \ore as he could carry, all
of high grade. "Hg said he found it near
Moyie lake, and though his statements
were doubted, search was made. After
considerable’ hunting the ledge was
found, Father Cocola and James Cronin
participating in the search, and together
they staked equal ground. Father 'Co-
cola eventually sold his interest for
$12,000, built a church, and provided for
Skookum Jim. Mr. Cronin interested
other pcople, and to-day is manager of
the company which owns the mine, and
which is making money. The values run
about 65 per cent. lead, and 42 ounces in
silver,

It is one of the mines which closed
down before the Dominion govérnment
decided to grant the bonus on wilver-lead
produetion. It has since that time re-
sumed work, and is now employing about
250 or 300 men,

New Veins Found.

Jas. A. Cronin, manager of the St.
EBugene, and also a director of the War
Eagle-Centre Star Company, in an inter-
view published in the Nelson News some
days ago, said:

“I have been down the Centre Star
and the Le Roi within the last eouple of
days. In the'Centre Star’s deepest work-
ings a better vein than any found before
i that mine has lately been discovered.
It is not very high grade, but it is good
enough and very extensive—53 feet wide.
The mine is in better shape now than at
any time in its history, and I have reason
to believe that this new vein will impreve
in quality at a very little greater depth.

“Tho Le Roi is not an exhaustéd mine
either, not by any means. They are still
sinking. They have discovered now a
new vein, as rich es any of those nearthe
surface that first made the ILe Roi
famous. I don’t Know its oxtent yet, 1t
was fornd where they wenat deepest, and
thercfore I think it will be found quite
extensive.

“Thiat is part of my reason for expeet-
ing: the find in the Centre Star to im-
prove as we go:down. We are not as
deep yet ag they are in the Le Roi. I
should say that neither of those two
mines has yet geen its best days.”

o F&)rdi‘ng River Coal.

“Another coal pmd*ucmg district in the
eastern part of the province of British

and Japan and the absence of the South-
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Columbia is about to come into promi-
mence. This is the Fording valley, situ-

Company’s propzrties. The coal is a
high grade coking variety, and work is
about to commence in the'district. At
the next session ¢f tlre legislaiure appli-
cation will be made for the incorporation
of a railway company to traverse this
section with its lines.

THEIR ANNUAL TREAT.

Children of First Presbyterian Church
Enjoyed Themselves Friday.

The Christmas treat of the Sunday
school of First Presbyterian church was
given on Friday. Tea was served to
the pupils in the schooiroom. After tea
the children adjourned to the anditorium
of the chureh, where a large number of
parents and friends were assembled.” A
delightful prcgrammo of singing, recita-
tions and dialogues was carried out by
the pupils ‘under the supervision of Mr.
Meston, who presided. A large number
of prizes were presented for memorizing
the Scripture, the Catechism and the Ten
Commandments, and also for regularity.

One interesting feature of the pro-
gramme was a class and solo singing
competition. Two prizes were given for
the former and three for the latter.
Mrs. McKenzie and Miss-M. Robertson,
teuchers, secured the superintendent’s
prizes, which were given for being pres-
ent every Sunday of the year, and at
every teachers’ meeting.

The school'is in good condition, with
excellont officers and teachers. It con-
iributes $50 a year for the support of
a pupﬂ at Peint aux Trembles school,
which is under the auspices of the
French evengelization committee of
general assembly of the Presh n
¢hurch, Ass:%'tmg the Point aux Trem-
blés school in this way is, in' the estima-
tion of the superintendient and teachers,
the'most laudable mission work the pu-
pils could undertake, for that school has
done a great amount of excellent work
for the education of ¢hildren of French
(R C.) parents converted to Protestant-
isti. By correspondence carried on regu-
larly between this Sunday school and the |
Point aux Trembles sphool, the mission-
ary spirit is being devfloped ini the puplxls
of .the former, so: that they become in-
terested in Christian work outside their
own school and congregation, and avoid
narrowness in ideas-of religious work.

DONATIONS :ACKN OWLEDGED.

Gene;‘ons Gifts to the Aged Woman's
Home for 'Christmas Season.

The following domations are thankfully
acknowledged for Xmas @t the Aged Wo-
man’s Home:

Mrs. Carne, sr., andirons for fireplace,
plum pudding, cake, preserves and- Christ-
mag cards t6 all; €. E. Soclety, First Pres-
byterian'“church;” ted; éngar and buttérs
Reformed Episcopal church,” browamy bread;
Mrs. Durham, pair chickens; Mrs. Tite,
box sodas; Miss Finalson, ham and bacon;
Mrs. Munsie, oranges; Metropolitan Metho-
dist Sunday school, cakes; Mrs. John Mes-
ton, clothes rack; Mrs. A. M. Goodridge,
Esquimalt, cards to all; Miss-Galletly, ham
and cards; Mrs. Waitt, $5 cash; Mrs. Wm.
Grant, candies; Mrs. Jeffs, sweet pickles;
Mrs. Becker, box apples; Mr. Short, candy
and figs; Mrs. Russel, parcel of goodies to
all; Mrs. J. H., Todd, 4 sacks  potatoes;
Weiler Brothers, 2 dozen rugs; Mrs. Henry
Clay, cakes; R. Porter & Sons, gbose; Mrs.
W. Higgins, sausage; Mrs. Ure, raisins;
Mrs. Sydney E. Coker, cake and tea; Fruit
Commission Co., Ltd., box kippers and box
apples; J. D. McNiven, M. P." P., turkey;
Mrs. (Senator) Templeman, tea; sugar and
turkey; Miss Geisselman, box ovranges;
Mrs. Goodacre, fur ruff; Mrs. Frank Bar-
nard, oranges; Messrs, F. R. Stewart & Co.,
turkey; W. Fernle, $10 cash; M. Tyrwhitt
Drake, $10 cash.

The commiittee alsc desire to extend
grateful thanks to Mr, James Dunsmuir for
his annual donation of six tons of coal.

TRUE PILCHARD,

Fish Found in Nanaimo Hartbor Weoe As-.
suredly of That Variety.

C. B. Sword, .inspector of fisheries, some
time ago forwarded to Prof. Prince some
gpecimens of pilchard taken ‘in the herring
nets in Nanaimo ‘harbor. = A reply has been
received from Ottawa, and Iin it Prof.
Prince confirms the opinion, that they were
pilchards. In the letter he says:

“They are phlchard, sometimes called
California sardines, and were described by
Girard dn 1854 wunder the name ‘Meletta
Caerulea,” but mow known as ‘Clupanodon
Caeruleus.” You will find them referred to,
in| the ‘Guide to British Columbia’ for 1877-
78, where it ds stated umder the heading
‘sardines’ that dthey- are ' always found
among herring.

‘“I.cannot gay that they are preeisely the
fish known to commerce under that desig-
nation, but. they are firm in flesh and - ex-
cellent in flavor.

“In the United States commission report,
1899 (published 1900), Mr. Rathbun, after
his visit to British -Columbia waters refers
to: the sardine there, but he states that it
remains only a brief time in the 'warmer
part of the year. (P. 262.)

‘“The sardine differs from the anchovy,
which also abounds in the Straits of
Géorgia, in having a much smaller mouth,
I got some anchovy near Nanaimo in 1804,
The pilchard you sent is hardly distinguish-
able from the Fremch pilchard, which in the
young one-third grown condition are  can-
ned in vast quantities under the name
sardine. They are much richer &n oft than
most herrings, and are no doubt captured
extensively along with the herrings.”

BRIEF TELEGRAMS.

The farmersyand merchants of Clay
county, Ga., metat Fort Gaines on Wed-
nesday and decided to burn therr share
of two millions bales of surplus cotton,
A. starter ‘was ‘made when a fire wgs
made of wcotton’on the streets of Furt
Gaines. It i< mot vet determinedi where
it will stop. The objeat is to show that
the farmens are ready to sacrifice a few
bales for the benefit of the nrasses.

According to a Tthaca, N. Y., dis
patch a dog owned by Wm. Walker
saved five persons from burning to' dea th
by jumping upon the bed and awakening
his/ master, who was nearly suffocased
by smoke.
through: the anper- part of the house and

family at once and escaped.

ated north of the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal |

“Hhire from a etove had spread |
Walker quickly aroused the rest: of the

OUADRA GOES OUT
OF COMMISION

KESTREL TO BE HELD
FOR AN EMERGENCY

Capt. Truebridge Relieved From the
Command of the Minnesota— Along
the Waterfront.

“"When . G. 8. Quadra returns froms
her present trip to Sidney shs'is to beé
 laid up for an:overhauling: . She will
g0 out of commission for probably twe
months. The vessel has been very busy
. this year, as the work c¢f the department
of marine and fisheries on this coast is
continuously - increasing,” consequentiy
she is badly in need of a rest.

While the Quadra .is tied up the Do~
minion fisheries steamer Kestral, of Van-
couver, will be on hand in event of am
emergency. She has received instrue-
tions to hold herself ready at any time.
This is in case .a government vesseE
might be required to render service im
connection with -amy wreeck.« It will. ber
‘always possible to reach the steamer by
“telegraph.

CHANGES ON MINN‘ESOTA.

Capt. John H. Rinder has béen ap~
pointed to the command of the steamer
Minnesota ip succession to ‘Capt. True-
bridge, who has resigned to take &
needed rest.

Capt. Rinder’s last command was that *
of the Mongolia, of the Pacific Mail. He
was, before that, master of the Coptie,
of the Oriental & Occidental’ Steamshi.p
Company. Fon many yean he was in
command of vessels owned and operatedk
by ‘one or the other of these two com-
panies,

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer of yes-
terday says: “After an illness of only
two days Frank W, Webber, chief stew-
ard of the Minnesota, died at Providence
hospital yesterday morning. Dr, Bagle-
son says death was due to heart trouble.

the Minnesota arrived in Victoria’
Webbér complained that he was ill, ‘bug
stack to bs post until after he arrived
here. The day after the arrival of the
boat he helped !b handle the large crowd
of visitors.”
T ——

OARM'AN.&’H «m'mo

As the steamer Queen Tity id not eall
at. Carmangh on her last inbound tvip

and as there is ne
eation. with that point @ tom
being down, it has been
secure further information relat(vemﬁ.
wreckage which a week ago drifted inbe
the- coast between ;there and Clotiose,
seven miles dismnt. The nearest poisit’”
that can be rewched on the coast is Cap&
Beale, yo
R i
m,mwunn PAILS. T T¥
H M:s Shemewater wents. out I‘mhp
Toorning; heading. i~ the direction, , of :
Comox, and will probably be kway for =
month.  The ship, which has  recently
been: undergoing her refit; thade a num-
ber of very. successfal trial .irips last
week, and enters.upon her new ‘commig-,,

‘sionsdn,geod shape.

ThePaul Jones, the visiting, Americams .

‘ torpedo-boat destroyer;, will-remain .

Esqmmalt untu Mondny ¢ g

MA’RINE NOTES..

It is ‘reported that the Pacific Coast’
Steamship Company will eut - out the
calls made at Everett and Bellinghams
by the steamer Oity of Seattle en route
from 'Séattle to Vanctouver, owmg to the-
poot time upon Whlch the Bteume'r ;
running, Sk
The American’ four-masted sehomc
Lottie’ Bennett has completed loading*
lumber ‘at the Hastings Mill, ‘and@ wilk
probably get dway to sed to-day. She -

hag 673,434 feet of lumber destmed‘ far

Caléty iCeloso, Chile.- .
| Steamyers Princess Vietoria and* Pun-““
cess’ ‘Beatrice will ‘lapd at and ‘depars

‘fromithe-new C.P. R! wharf commenev

ing on Sunday,

The British ship Pentlnlam will b
towed ‘into Esquimalt rrom the Royak:
Roads to-day. N ug BT

MISTAKEN FOR FLAG OF TRUGB..
Handkerchief Precipitated Awful Trag-
edy—ineident of War’s Ferocity. X

A pam:fu] 1nmdent illustrates the riith-"
less ferocity of soldiers in the face of am
dimaginary act of ttreachery, says a St
Petersblmg dispatch.

“Before we nlade our attack on the
Japs,” said Sergt. Kotelmkoff of Gem.
Orfloff’s command, ‘‘there was ‘a good
deal of skirmishing and out ; work..
We. isolated a small body of Japs wheo
were on the lookout on the of =
hill., They fired hard as we came om, '
and then—as we imagined—up went &
white flag.

“But when we drew near to disarme
and capture them a well-aimed volley
rang out, killing. and wounding five of
my men, So we lay down and fired, the
Japs, after talking together, fit'ng baek.
Att last they ceased firing, and when we
were. wiithin about 50 yards
went another white flag. With a VUBex
ot curses our men rished”in and bay-
onetted the Japs without mercy.

“I confess I felt sick at this massacre,
bat it had to be done. Suddenly ome of:
my men extlaimed: ‘The yellow faces
didn’t mean the white flag dodge at ail.”
When T looked around: I saw that what'
we imagined to be the first flag was only
a/Jap’s handkerchief drying on the side
of the rock.”

.

OYAMA’S SCHOOL DAYS.

Field Marshal Oyama, . who is in com-.
mm:nd of the Japanese armies in Man-
churia, was once a pupil in the T
Hill school at Geneseo, N.Y,, and; Wal-
ter G. Patterson, one of Geneseo’s lead-
ing residents, remembers Oyama and
nel&tes many amusing experiemces of f» o
young Japanese, whom he describes as
an undersized boy of 15, heavy set, but
bright-eyed and keen-witted. “I am per-
haps the first man who saw Oyama pa-
der. fire,” said Mr. Patterson the other
ady. “One Saturday morning  crowd
of studemts started afoot for a peaeh
onchard -belonging o “Tomp’ Campbell,
which was a favorite place with the boys.
While olinthing a fence Oyama was the
last over. Suddenly Mr. Campbell ap- =
peared with a shotgun. He took : lht e
Oyama and fired a charge of rock smle
into his body. Oyama stosd ihe paim =
stoically as one of the fortunes of war'
to be endountered when
oﬁchaldp."

Balt a eem;-y ago 4 Ibttle
g population of Emgland
to Yy ‘the Tural- mpnnﬂen is
onenrth ot the whole,




