VARTIME METHODS
 IN GERMANY

(Continued from Last Issue)”

The case of Editor Oerter of Bruns-
wick is similar. On August 22 he was
.arrested and thrown into preventive
. prison; he has been there more than
two_months, and with him Genzer, a
syndicate functionary. He has not been
told why he was arrested. In the be-
ginning he was accused of having taken
part in the publication of a manifesto;
of that there was not the slightest
proof; - absolutely nothing been
proved that could incriminate him in
any way. “No preliminary hearing has
been given him, though the prisoner has
and though he has de-
but vainty, to be
¢common court.

has

asked for one,
manded, ceaselessly
brougit before the

These men have been imprisoned on
the strength of a miserable, lying de-
it is evidently the intention

the
their

those

nueciation;
to punish them—as it is in all
cited—because of

“cases I have

political convictions, which are

»f the opposition.

The Prison or the Trenches.
It is true that the Minister of War
published, on the 22nd of this month,

a decree ecalling for a more liberal po-
licy; but I cite in opposition a decree
of the Military Dant-
zie issued Sept. 12, recommends
effective

means for getting rid of the Social De

Government at
which
the preventive prison as an
moeratic orators who speak against the

food monopoly. In this decree, which
Wurn

distussion of the potato question,

during the
there

is the following characteristic phrase:

my: colleague cited

¢‘The prineipal chiefs and leaders will
called

been

be put in preventive prison or

under Good results have

obtained in two regions with this rul

arms.
ing, and we recommend that it be imi-
tated in

I am going to show you a striking
example of the fact that the authorities
are working on the reeipe of ‘‘prevent-

others.””’

ive prison or the trenches.”” The case
is that of a syndicate secretary, Sauver-
brey of FElberfeld-Barmen,

presented by our colleague Ebert.

who is re-
On
June' 20 manifestos were pasted up on
the public bulletin boards of that place;
same day three pergons were
helped
On June 2

and on the

accused of having to spread

these notices. 7 the syndicate
secretary arrested. In
the Elberfeld

he wag at once cross-examined in the

Sauerbrey was

police headquarters at
most defailed fashion, but it was estab-
lished beyond possible doubt that- he
the

in spite

had not taken the least part in
ﬂistrihuﬁpu of the manifestos;
of this fact,
longed to the

however, because he be-
opposition which ‘has
,8prung up in the heart of the Socidl

Democratic party, he was thrown into

‘“‘preventive’’ priwon. They let him
write letters to his family, but the
letters were not mailed, After three
weeks he demanded to be heard, ~pro-

tested against. a situation contrary to
right and law, and threatened to let
himself die of “hunger if he were not
brought before the ordinary- judge.

For two whole days he refused food.'

This produced the first effect. He was
taken to the, Court House and accused
of treason and incitement to revolt, but
this. aceusation soon evaporated. Sauer-
brey made an appeal which was admit-
ted by the superior court of the em-
pire with the approval of the Attorney-
General, -

Great care was taken after that not
to set him at liberty; on the contrary,
he was again faken to the police. sta-
tion. The next day he had to:)\b
fore a council of revision, and was as-

igned to the army. Before that he
had been declared unfit, because he had
h‘.‘ ‘several finger joints of his right
nd. It is-a typical example of the *

. recipe

army serviee.’’ He wﬁ cn}lel to
service lmmedxstely, with ‘only - one
hour’s grace, and with a soldier ac-
oompanymg him during that hour;
when he visited his home he had not
even time to see his children again
after his long imprisonment. Now he is
upder instruction at the barracks pre-
paratory to being sent to the front.
This  affair provoked measureless in-
dignation in the labor world*of Elber-
feld-Barmen. Sauerbrey had filled the
place of a syndieate secretary for a
year past, and had given free aid to
innumerable persons who had come to
consult him, especially of families of
at the front. After his call
to service it was necessary to withdraw
the benefits of these consultations from
all those who did not belong to a labor
organization. The blow aimed at him
therefore strikes most severely many
poor people who neéd aid. Yet the
military government of Munster is as-
tonished that in all the valley of- the
Wupper the people are more and more
discontented, and is hat<hmg new mea-
sures to make itself master of the un-
One might
thing to be a madhouse drama, but it

soldiers

rest. imagine the whole

ig in reality a ‘‘state of siege.’’

Other Typical Instances.
This is no isolated case. I could cite
Let recall that of
Weinberg was present when
the
him
was well

IH]HlI\' more. me
Wdinberg.
announce to

an orderly came to

physician who was to examine
that the
aware that Weinberg was unfit for ser-
and that, nevertheless,
not to be liberated.

Ilver since the beginning of the war

recruiting bureau

\'im*‘

he ought

there has been ‘in preventive prison at
Elberfetd a named Albrecht,
who can be reproached for nothing un-

workman

less it be for helding opinions that are

frowne:l upon by the military. Four
men arrcsted with him have-already
been sent to ihe army. In general,
in the- Seventh Distiict, political un-

desirables ar< very frequently sent in-

to the army. Army headquarters re-

: N
ceivel not-za fiom the gemeral govern-
ment of Munste: that a certain man

has been called and assigned to the

corps, and his private record follows;

this record naturally contains all sorts
of secret entries from police spies. In
of the Rhine

ber of these cases are known and have,

the region a great num-

created an immense animosity:
Many interdictions were alsy issued
more than a year ago forbidling mém-

bers of our party to sp2ak on pain of
impr¥sonment, because they had signed
an address to.the committee of the So-
cinl
change of policy during the war, At
Dusseldorf &
to speak because at a public

- . :
Democratic party ~ demanding a

workman was forbidden
meeting he
had uttered a very justiiable criticism
of the food furnished by *he war kitch-
rigorous
which- the authorities gre using to ren-

en. Such are the measures
der impossible all etiticism of our in-
ternal situation. The arbitrary power
the ‘‘state of
no longer recognizes any limits.

of our rulers under
siege’’

For all these persecutions of inof-
fensive citizens it has been necessary
to create an army of police spies and
functionaries of all s<>rt§QLwlli(tl\ is daily
growing larger. All these gentry would
no longer need to be paid out of the
public treasury if the persecutions
were stopped. A great proportion of
- these agents and fumctionaries would
immediately become -available for use-
ful work in the army. Their present
positions” are, for the most part, hid-
ing places where they seek to escape
military serviece, and they cling to
these with all their strength, seeking
to prove daily that they are indispens-
able through their discoveries of all
‘sorts of misdeeds; because they them-
selves do mot wish to go into the
trenches, they send others to prison.
Thus it is that they keep up the ap-

- pearance of work and assume to wear

the halo of saviors of the state. It is
~the duty of the people’s rememhmvoa

‘‘ preventive prhon br to eleu m theao Aauzen ahhha and

Teign of terror. Voto, then, for o
motion demanding the suppression of
siege measures, and thus help us to put
an end ‘to a situation that is a shame
and disgrace to the German name:

THE FIRST CANADIAN COLLECTI-
VIST.

By J. McArthur Conner.

4Vhen the Liberals and Tories at
Confederation joined hands together,
thus rhaking a national government of
that day, George Brown found his
views more advanced than that of the
government, with the result that he
again became the political opponent of
Sir John A. Maecdonald;” whilst many
of his influential supporteérs acegpted
portfolios in the new coalition cabinet
and called themselves-Liberal-Conserva-
~tives. In the electiom of 1867 George
Brown was defeated and Alexander
Mackenzie who I will describe as- the
first Canadian Socialist, became leader
of an active group of radicals in the
Dominion House of Comomns.

Alexander Mackenzie, as his name in-
dicates, ‘was Scotch. A quarter of a
eentury before he had left his native
tountry, crossed the Atlantic, and as a
young emigrant had worked as a_stone-
mason on the fortifications then being
erected at the head of the St. Lawrence
River. Natural ability, force of char-
acter, striet integrity and love for the
common people, soon pushed him -into
prominence in_this young country, and
finally his election to the Parliament of
l'pM and Lower Canada a few years
Confederation became¢ an ac-
complished fact. Mackenzie was an
ardent advocate of nationalisation in
his day, and while we in our day see a

before

great mass of public opinion favorably
disposed to nationalization of rail-
ways, ete., we must rentgmber to give
credit to the men who risked their all
in their advoeaey of collectivism and
went down to a smashing political de-
feat rather than bow to the wishes of
a privileged class.

When Sir Hugh Allan entéred into
gecret negotiations with S8ir John A.
Maedonald for an arrangement to con-
struct the Canadian Pacific Railway,
Sir John, who was about to appeal to
the electorate,, was promised by Sir
Hugh that if a bill was passed in the
House of Commons, giving Sir Hugh
and his friends the charter the
construction of the line a subscription
of $100,000 would be given to the
party Later on, Mackenzie’s
- group brought to light this agreement,
with the result that on appealing to
the country, the Mackenzieites defeat-
ed the coalition by an overwhelming
majority in 1873.

When Mackenzie took office, Donald
A. Smith (Lord Stratheona) made
known his views to the First Minister
that he thought it desirable that the
raﬂwuy should “Pre-copstructed by a
private company,sto which Mackenzie
replged in his fine Gaeliec accent: ‘‘I
will leave the Pacific Railway as. a
hostage to my adopted country,’’ and
in his address to the Cemmons when
he intimated to the full attendance of
members and the crowded public gal-
leries that ::the policy of the govern-
ment: was to construet and maintain
the Pacific Railway as ‘a government
enterprise and to proceed with the
completion of the work as quickly as

for

funds.

the resources of the country would a3 _

low.”” Then Donald A. Smith realized
that nothing -could turn this ardent
collectxvmt (who was fired with an en-
thusiasm for the common people). from
the purpose he had in yview. But he
set about in anoQ:er way to get rid of
this great advoeate of nationalism. By
intrigue, Mackenzie was finally driven
from power, and the coalition party (a
“combination of Liberals and Conserva-
‘tives) which was _favorable towards

. & private eompm’y mmg the Pacific

'CLASS.OONSCIOUS COMMENTS.
By Phillips Thompson, Oakville.
Many a man who fancies himself -a

Socialist is merely a sentimentalist or
a sorehead.

‘‘Publie opinion’’ is simply thesignor-
anee, prejudice, and intolerance of the

. ayerage damned fool, exploited by the

ihtellectual heelers of ecapitalism and

- Thultiplied by several million.

It makes me tired to hear twaddle
about the ‘‘rights’’ of labor. Labor
has no rights.  Nobody.has any rights
obher than those they can take and
nold by the strong arm or the cunning
brain. But labor has something a great,
deal 'better than rights if it knew
enough to exercise its power.

That the course of Police Magistrate
Denison in the Ness case should have
aroused much indignation is only na-
tural, but it need not oceasion any sur-
prise. Denison is absolutely incapable
of doing justice even if he wanted to,
which he doesn’t. Why should he?
Like the rest of the judges and magis-
trates, he was not appointed to do just-
ice but  to promote the interests of the
prédatory class. And he fills the bill
admirably.

If the age limit for military service
were raised to 65 years, and the physi-
cal standard of fitness considerably low-
ered, there would be mighty few advo-
cates of conseription. It’s the stiff-
jointed, pot-bellied stay-at-homes - that

" are .doing the talking.

N: W. Rowell is being praised for his
‘“patriotism’’ in being the first man to
suggest that Canada should send 500;-
000 men overseas. Why isn’t Rowell in
khaki himself? There are many older
men in the tremches. Oh, these heroes-
by-proxy!

Orangeism is nothing but a machine
for boosting mighty small men into big
positions, Examples—Hon. Dr. Pyne,
Hocken, and Tommy Chureh, the joke
mayor.

What will happen after the war is a
good deal like the much-discussed ques-
tion of what will happen after death—
one man’s guess is as good as another’s.

What a consoling thought it must be
to-the soldier who falls by a Germ=zun
bullet that owing to his saerifice it will
be the profit-mongers of- Birmingham
and Manchester, instead of those of Ger-
who will supply the natives of
Africa with rotten cotton goods, poisen-
ous gin and cheap firearms.

many;

DIFFERENT WAYS OF PUTTING IT.

Editor Citizen:

Socialist Lecturer—‘King George is
a puppef” (sentenced to two months in
jail).

Imperialist Orator—‘‘King George is
a thoroughly constitutional monarch. He
invariably acts in strict-accordance with
the advice of his ministers.”’ (Sentenc-

ed to the Senate for life).

PHILLIPS THOMPSON Oakville.
Ottawa Citizen. £
A TRAVESTY OF LAW.
3 S,

A conscientious objector recently
found himself incareerated in a prison
cell next door to a man who was ‘‘do-
ing time’’ for attempting to kill a man
with whom he had had a quarrel. -

The conscientious objector was o do« :
ing time’’ because. he refused to at- -
tempt to kill & man with whom he had
no mn'el. & e

at t?olery pnsses under the nnl’e iy

cf hw!




