™~

(Continued from Page O'nt_s)

was filed at the gity hall to-day de-
' manding that the council go on record

as protestmg against conseription with-
. out'a referendum. °

Montreal May 24.—Montreal’s prin-
¢ipal streets to-night and in the early
hours of the morning witnessed demon-

« strations on a scale not known of in
this city for many years past. There
were . at least a dozén processions
marching about the streets from 8t.
Lawrence street east each gathering re-
inforceménts of youug men at various
¢entral corners while one procession
clashed with the other, and the con-
fusion was.considerable.

There was ong big meeting scheduled
for the evening, at the corner of Logan
and Champlain streets. To this point
congregated erowd after crowd, march-
ing there with blare of trumpex and
loud yells against conseription, and con-
demnation of the Government.

Marsil Talks Revolution.

Tancrede Marsil was. again promin-
ent, and he told the fudience again that
before econscription was enforced by
the present Government, there would be
revolution, and that he was at the head

of the organization that would take the
necessary means.

Emphasis on the growing disposition
amongst a certain class of the younger
men’ to cause trouble because of the
pronouncenient of -Premier Borden on

the conscription question was brought

out this morning in connection with a
parade of several thousand mem that
primarily was meant to be a protest
from laboring men against the high cost
of food, but which developed into an
anti-conseription parade, and which was
followéd by a fight at Phillips Square
between two soldiers and some civil-
ians who had been parading. ' The
parade itself was orderly. &

LABOR MAN OPPOSES CONSCRIP-
TION AT UNITY CONVEN-
TION IN MONTREAL,

Mr. J. Taylor, Victoria, ‘‘put the fat

in the fire’” when he opposed anything

which he e¢laimed would involve con-
seription of man power or of industry.
He declared that if it did he would
have to withdraw as the representative
of organized Mabor. A long and at times
heated discussion followed, in ‘which
twenty persons took_ part, uring Mr.
Taylor to reconsider.

UNTARIU FAI.LS IN LINE

SOCIALISTS SAY NO CONSCRIP-
TION.

Pass An Emphatic Resolution Against
Measure at Labor Temple Meeting.
Toronto, May 28.—S8houting, cheer-

ing, whistling, approximately 1,000 men

and women, representing at least seven

different nationalities, recorded by a

standing vote their protest against mil-

itary comseription and disfranchise-

ment of alien enemies in Canada at

‘the comelusion of an enthusiastic meet-

ing in the assembly room of the Labor

Temple, Church Street, last night under

the auspices of the Social Democrat

party of Canada.

The vote endorsed the resolutions
which placed the meeting on record as
being ‘‘emphatically dposed to the com:
pulsory military proposals of the gov-
ernment.’’ It also stated that ‘‘be-
lieving as we do that militarism is ab-
solutely opposed to any form of demo-

cratic government, we -cannot acquiesce

in the idea that this country should
force its citizens to perform service
which can only tend to bind still more
firmly sthe chains of a military auto-
cracy upon themselves. We therefore
pledge ourselves to oppose any attempt
to force such serviee upon us.’’

Regarding disfranchisement, the re-
solution expressed disapproval of the
action of the city council in petition-
ing Parliament to take away for the
duration of the war the franchise of
all citizens hailing from alien coun-
ttries who have been naturmlized Can-
adiang less than twenty-five years. . It
eondemned the action as totally out of
harmiony with the spirit of the age, as
ill-advised, because it was likely to ac-
centuate racial discord and contrary
to the best interests of the countay.
Copies of the resolution will be sent to
Premier Borden and administration of-
ficials.

Speeches were ‘delivered in English
by 1. Bainbridge, who presided, James

_ «Simpson, and Mrs. Hector rentor; in
~ - Ukrainian by James Stefanisky; in

- Polish by M. Rotshild; in Russian by
G. Mak; in Finnish by J. W. Alquist;
in Yiddish by J. Brown, and in Italian
by C. Marbis.

Time and again the speakers wereo

_interrupted by cheers and applause
which

came from every corner of the
The meoting was scheduled to
&t 7.80 o"ﬂm but lor an un

known cause it was delayéd an hour.
By the time the speeches wdre started
every seat in the auditorium and bal-
cony was occupied, ‘while standing
room was at a premium. People were
even sitting, upon the platform at
the feet of the speakers before the
meeting closed. About twenty-five wo-
men were present, but the great major-
ity of the audience were apparently
men of eligible age for service under
the proposed selective draff.
Chairman Bainbridge, in explaining
the purpose of the meeting, prafaced his
remarks by characterizing as a ‘‘gross
fabrication’’ a recent interview attri-
buted to him by an afternoon newspa-
per, 'in which he was quoted 3s an
advocate of comscription. He declared
that militarism in all countries
the greatest enemy of the working man.
In reference to Canada’s proposed ac-
tion, he suggested that the motive
forces behind the organization for‘(on«

was

scription were similar to those employ-
ed in other countries for the purpose
of defeating the aims of those who
were “seeking to elevate the working
class. He knew that it would
the same result in the Dominion. He
predieted that its adoption would pre-
vent the werking people from achiev-
ing progress in industrial and social de-
velopment.

In commenting-upon the unanimous

have

applause which marked the adoption of
the resolution at the close of the meet-
ing, Mr. Bdinbridge said: ‘‘The spirit
of unity of this demonstration bodes
ill for any party which seelks to pass
any form of tonscription in Canada. De-
spite the capitalistic press, which sup-
ports counscription; the united strength
of the working class will become known
and whatever the politicians wanted, it
would pltinlateiy be the workers who
would settle the question,” and sug-
gestgd that many other things would
have to go into the melting before any
sach measure could be enacted.

James Simpson reviewed and explain-
ed the action of Toronto’s city council
in the adoption of the resolution fav-
oring disfranchisement of alién enemies,
construing that action as ‘‘a piece of
political trickery designed to add po-
litical prestige to those in the city coun-
¢il and to those who did not know the
underlying principles of British eitizen.
ship.”’ :

*‘This country has reached more, or
less of a crisis as it affecty the govern-
ment,’’ Mr. Simpson said. ‘It is not
as muéh in faver of conscription as

Premior Botden anticipated, and s

s
i
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stead of the governmen ‘thinking it
ean mtrodne. such lvghlanon the offi-

cials are realizing that they canmot
carry on without precipitating a erisis
in the country’s affairs.

“¢Premier Borden has the choice of a
referendum of a dissolution of parlia-
ment,’’ said the speaker, ‘‘and going to
the people to see avhether he is upheld.

~He is realizing that the next way of es-

cape is to call the Liberals to form a
coalition administration. The desire of

the government is to keep-its feet in -

the treasury for the advantages of pat-
ronage and ‘power, at least another
year.’’

The speaker then reecalled that the
premier had promised him and associ-
ate labor officials  that consecriptiop
would not be introduced wunless the
country was in absolute danger of be-
ing destroyed., Mr. Simpson reminded
his audience that since that promise

was given the United States had join-

ed the allies.

‘‘He is not jwstified now,’’” Mr. Simp-
son exclaimed, ‘“if the government had
been more concerned with the eonscrip-
tion of wealth it would be in a stronger
position to enforce conscription . of
man power of Canada, and would be
more deserving of the confidence of
labor.”’

He quoted statistics to show how
comparatively small with the war tax
on profits, and then, after condemning
the war profiteers, he said: ‘“Do the
officials believe we will willingly and
submissively bend to a government
which is trying to take & man with-
out his permission, while these gamb-
lers of commerce revel in their luxury?
Unless the premier and the govein-
ment justify ghe action of the reversal
of the proper order of things I Wwill not
support conscription, and even if they
do conscript wealth they will have to
prove that the country is in jeopardy.’’
In closing he argued that labor had-the
right to insist upon a greater influence
in ma‘nagmg the affairs of the country
and preduted a new birth for Social-
ism as a direct result; of the war.

Mrs. Prentor said ‘that conseription
of wealth would stop the war. She de-
clared that the majority of women were

, Opposed to compulsory military service

and expected the labor party to. prevent
Canada from being a ‘‘slave nation.’’ It
was the women and the workers who
paid for the war,’ she said, and that if
the prof'i\:s were taken out of the busi-
ness of war, armed conflict would cease.

Provision is being made to hold an-
other meeting, and it is anticipated
that a much larger audience will be in
attendance.

COPY OF RESOi.UTION FORWARD-
ED TO PREMIER BORDEN BY
KITCHENER SOCIALISTS.

“‘The Socialists in the City of Kiteh-
ener have since. the beginning of the
war supported the attitude of Canadian
Socialists and of all Socialist parties in
the world which are in complete oppo-
sition to war. ‘

‘“We are definitely opposed to any
action by the Canadian - Government
which introduces conseription intp Can-
ada The adoption of such measures
for the avowed purpose of .defeating
militarism_we regard as hypoeritical.
It ‘is the task of the German people
themselves to overthrow German mili-

tarism and no other people ¢an do this’

for ‘them. If the Caunadian Govern-
ment tied hand and foot to British
Impennhsm@orces upon Canadian work

~men the same system it bids them go

out and destroy them it beeomes the
duty of liberty-loving Canadians to
fight militarism at home and to sweep
from power the Government which im-

poses militgrism wupon us. The Cana- "
Awent becomes as great a

dian Bov
menace as the German Government.
““In view of our hostiljty to mxlxtary
service we dom.nd that instead of the
Premier and his associates forcing con-

seription Mm through Parlia-opt;

3¢

through roiatbndun

““In ea e Canadian Government
should seek to force this mxﬁttry ‘meas-
ure upon us we the Socialists of Kitch:
ener, deohn that because of our prin-
ciples of international working-class so-
lidity, we will not bow our heads to
the yoke.’”
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TRADES CONGRESS EXECUTIVE
AGAINST CONSCRIPTION.

Ottawa, May 22,—J.-C. Watters, Pre-
sident of the Dominion Trades and La-
bor Congreéss, made the following state-
ment to-night on the result of the Con-

‘gress Executive meeting on eonserip-

tioff:

‘‘ After giving full consideration to
the statement the Prime Minister made
to the Executive of the Congress, the
Executive sees no reason to change its
position on conseription. The Executive
has considered the matter carefuly, and
nothing has transpired to alter its stand
of a year ago. The Executive will meet
again on Monday, after the debate on
the measure, and a fuller statement,
going into the details of its stand, will
be issued om Tuesday.’’

AT THE MINES.

Strike Outlook Improves.

Cobalt, May 19.—It is the consensus
of opinion among mining men that the

.selective conseription measure just an«

nounced will serve to mifigate to a
very considerable extent the labor agi-
tation throughout the mining eamps of
th@ district. It is believed and perhaps
rightly so, that idle fen are more likely
to be ealled upon than are steady work-
ing men. The union officials recognize
this faet and will probably be content
to forego the pressing of any demands
to the point of striking, in that to do
so would place all the strikers in a
more or less c¢nspicuous position and
thus make them subject to perhaps the
first call. Whereas for some little time
the precipitation of a strike has by
many mining men been considered al-
most inevitable, the tables are mnew
changed, and a strike would now appear
to be.a.rather remote possibility:

EFFECTS OF CONSCRIPTION
IN ENGLAND

IMMUNE FROM ATI‘\ACK.

‘“So long as the British Navy is in-
tact Britain is immune from attack;
therefore there is no need for conserip-
tion in . the British Isles.’’—Eneye¢lo-
fvacdia. Britannica.

A VOTARY OF PEACE.

Albert Taylor, ‘‘Peace ncgotigtions
candidate’’ for the Rossendale division
of Lancashire, England, has been ar-
rested. From the whole-hearted sup-
port he has been reeeiving from -all
sections of the community, irrespective
of party political affiliations, it seems
at the time of writing that the only
thing that_could prevent the defeat of
the Government candidate was the in-

tervention of the military service law.

This, happily for the Government, has
matured in Taylor’s caseé. Anotheér
voice is lost to the cause of hum:mity}
but the spirit of this undaunted eom-
rade will speak for generations to
come, 4

““WHERE ARE WE AT?”
From-a Member of the Lords: .
‘“Tell us for what we are fighting;
tell us if we are victorious what will

be the results of vietory; tell us what

recompense we may expect; exeept bar-
ren wreaths of glory, for a sacrifice of

uncounted treasure and for monmmg A

and misery in & hundred thousand Eug-

lish homo.”—-brd Bmhy, on. m




