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TRE
TWO CLERRS,
AND THEIR CHOICES,

Mr. John Somers was a merchant, doing bu-
siness in a thriving country village. He had

ful and industridus, but with some difference
in minor points of character. Peter White

now widowed mother, and in his choice of a

desire to yield 1o his mother and self the
sutest means of honest support. Walter
Sturgis was of the same age, and equally as
honest, but he paid more attention to the

outward appearance of things ihan did his|
For instance, it galled him to |

companion.

| through the village.
was twenty-two years of age the childef a 'ly belieye his own eyes.
[ ble that fhat was Peter White, in
profession he had only been governed by the |

'lale his pay in produce, when harvest time
came. 80 Peter White put on a “blue frock
and cowhide boots, and went to work for
farmer Stevens.

Meantime Walter Sturgis had bLeen to

| the city to try tofind a situation in some
two clerks in his employ, both-of them faith- |

store, but came back bootless.  He was sur-
prised when he met Peter driving an ox tcam
At first he could bard-
Conld it be possi-
that blue
frock, and those coarse boots?  On the next
day a relation from the city came to visit
Walter. The two walked out, and during
the dey Walter saw Peter coming towards
thesn with his team. He was hauling lum-
ber which Mr. Stevens had Leen getting out
duoring the winter.

hundred and thirty dollars worth of Mrly'hbom I perform on #t. And'then wheh my

potatoes, peas, beans, ete.

Then he ‘had | peach trees grow up, and my strawherry

nearly eorn enough %o-bring him fifteen doi- | beds incrcase—Heo—its more valuable o me

lars mare.

all. . He had six hundred fair melons,
which he r

the whole summes, Feter was kept each one.

18y in attending to the gatheiing and  sell-
ing of the produets of his hillside. He
helped Mr. Btevens in having, and about
some other -matiers—cunough 50 that he
could ' haye some help when he wanted it.—
When-the last harvesting ¢ be gathered
in seventy-eight bushels of ‘cora, and four

ame,

Walter saw how coarse handred bushels of potatoes, besides *ur-)

Ere long the melons were ripe,  than it conld be o any one else.’
and a dealer in the city had engaged them |
for =
eived fourtesn cents apiece by | how m

the lot, making eighty-lour, dellars for the

“hen Petér want home, h= comld not re-
temptation to sit down and caledlate
ny house lota his land would make,
and he fonnd that his hillsids would afford
| ifty building spots %ith & good garden to
But he dida't think of selling.
Two days afterwards, six mén came to
look at the land, and after travelling over it,
and sticking up some stakes they went a-
way. TlLat evening Peter went down to the
| hotel, and the first thing he heard was’;
¢ Aha, Pete, you've missed ir.’
¢ How so ' asked Peter.
‘ Why, how much did you get for your

lie obliged to put on his frock aud overalls, | and himble his quondam elerk-mate looked, | nips. squashes, pumpkins, cte., aad eighteen | killside .

and help pack up pork, potatoes,and so on :

while Peter carried not what he did so long | they met; 80 he caught his companion by |

as hig“master required it, and was honest. |

One day Mr, Somers called the two young
men _ into his counting-room and closed the |
door after them. His countenauce looked |

troubled, and it was some moments before | garh. was removed from the spot some - time | tocs, Leuus and vegetables cuough for his
| before it left other places, for Peter's lot lay |

he spoke.

“Boys,” hemsaid, at length, < 1 have lent
my nmmne - to those I thought my friends, and
they have.ruined me. 1 gave them accom-
modationnotes, and they promised solemnly
that notes should not pass from their hand
save to such men as 1 migl
course 1'took t notes in ex
have sgl cl@red out, and have
left my paper in the market to the amount o
seven thousand doligrs: . }amay arise ngain, |
but 1 must give up my business. Every-
thing in the store iy attached, and I an, ieft
umterivy ess Lo dobus v have
Jooked overs your aebounts, and I find t
0”60 DR 6

JnetTo

Now [ M e hondred dollars 1-;

now f{

monevy "afd) tie stind Vipiece ) ofilu il on i

b'uh);l' tiehill Jastibdel ofthic tovn hivuss. ©fth

‘Uhere are four acres of this land, and | have

Leowi offered & Musdacd<dollars for’ it vopent- |

edly, byssirose who haverlaud adjgining. I
fearcd this blow, which has come up »ﬁ me I
and ¥convey éthis 141d to' iy brother, so Le |
canfonvey it 10 whom k¢ pleases. "New/!
I'wish you 'would make your choice. if 1!
could pay both fu muney 1 would, but a5 1]
cannot, one of you must. take this land.—!
What say you? You,  Waiter, have been

with'me longest, and you shall say first.”

Walter Sturgis hesitated some ‘moments, |
anud he said :—

*I'mt sure 1 don’t tvant the land, unless 1
conld gell it right off.’ ;

*Ah, but that won't do, returaed Mr. So-
mers., ‘If you take the land you must keep |
it. Were you to sell it, my creditoss would
say at once that yon did it for me, and that |
1 pocketed the money."” !

*Then ¥ am willing to divide the hundred
dollars with Peter, for if I had theland 1

0, ¥4 need not divide the money, for 1
cun casily waise the hundred dollars on the
land. . My brother will do that. But I im-|
agined that you would prefer the land; for I !
kndE RS ol w8 g obd. thohig uitd récky. |
However, MRy yoill Paler®' }

*Why, Lwill take the Jand,’ returned{ Pe-
ter,“or T will divide‘equally with Walt/r—
cach of us take Lall the monay and half the
landa’ <
" ‘But ‘what should I want with. the land 2’
said Waiter. ' ‘I could not work on it, 1—I
should hardly Iike tq descend from a clerk-
ship to digging and delving in a blue frock
and cow-hide boots,”

‘Then it is easily scitled,” rejoined Peter,
for 1 should prefer the Jagd.’

Wialter was pleased with this, and
night he had the hundred dollarsin hispock-
ot, §nd Peter the warrantee deed of the four|
weres upon ‘the hillside. Botly ¢!
youtig wich belonged in the illage; and ha
always lived there. 14 was only five -miles
fromy aiz;pq,tnl of course many, ¢ity fash-
ions Wéze prevalent there.. .. It was under the
influenee-of this fashion fhat™ Walter Stnr- |

T

i of water melons.

and he knew that Peter would hail  him if
the arm and dodged into a Ly-lane
saw the movement, and he
but only #mileds
all gone from. the hill-side.

Peter

inderstood

The wintry

on the
had all the advaat:
day without a
I'ie youth found his land very rocky, bat
none of them were permanent; so his first

. move was to get off some of these obstruc- red dol f i
ns, and as. Mr. Stevens's land was not yet | three hundred dollars, and at the end of the | to pay four hundred dollars for a choice

from snow, he was able to give lis

1ig workman considerable assistance.—

hey took two yokes of oxén and two drags.

and went'atit, and in just “five days every

rock was at the foot of the slope, and made

o a good stone wall, Peter then hauled

n his hundred Joads of manure, which he

1 for seventy-five dollars, and part he save
ed for top y :

ied carly and late, and much

Mr. Stevens was

\ at the richness of the soil, but there

surpri b
ason for.it. . At the top of the hill

was

) 1 3 R
{ there was a huge ledge, and the rocks which

had encumbered the bill-side must, at some
period, have come tumbling down from the
ledge ; and these ks, laying there for
ages, perhaps, covering neatly Lalf tlhe sur-
fuce -of the-ground, had seryed to keep the!
soil moist and mellow. The first thing Po-|
ter planted, was ghout a quartcr 6f an acrc|
He then got in some car-
ly garden sance—sugh a3 potatoes, sweet)
corn, peas, beans, rathishes,
matocs, and so.on. And he got-his whole!
piece worked up and planted before Stevens's
farm was free from spow. People stopped in |
the read and gazed uponthe hill-side inwon-!
der.  'Why had that spot never - been. used |
before? For forty years it had been nsedas

» day

{
cucunbers, ‘to-!

i a sheep pasture, the rocks having forbidden

all thoughts of cultivating i§.  But howad- |

mirably it was situated for early tilling?!

{and how rich the soil must have _been, with

sheep running over it so.long. An adjoining
Lill shut off the cast winds, and the hill it-
sclf gave its back to the chill north.

Peter had planted an gere of corn, anacre
of potatoes, aud, the rest he had divided a-
mong -all sorts of produce. Thenhe went
to’ woik for Steyems again. and ina few
weeks he had more than paid for dll the la-
ber he lad been obliged to hire on his own
land. b %

In the wieantime, again, Walter, Sturgis
had been looking for cnployment... Hishun-
dred dollags were used up to the Jast penny,
and just then he accepted aplace inene of
the stores of the villagé, at a salary of threo
hundred dollars a year. - He stili wondared
how Peter White could content himself. in!
such business.  Peter used to be invited to
all the little parties when he was a clerk, but
he was pot invited now,, Waiter Sturgis
went to these parties, and he woae;highly-ed-
ified by them.  Also; when Peter was a

\clerk, there were several young and: hend-

gome damsels who loved to bask is ‘the sun- !
Night of his smiles, and oné of them he fan- |

¢d he loved. . After he. had. got his Jhill-|

i, |

By-and-by the snow was

| over half of it.

{ bushels of white beans.

‘ the first day of Novembher,
| White sat down and reckoned the
| ceeds of his land, and he fo
piece had yiclded him five hundved and five
dollars, and besides this he had corn, pota-

Cn Peter

up pro
md that the
|
|

ywn consumption. That winter he worked

" » 1 s 1 lovely Yot
southern slope of the hul, and thus!for Mr. Stevens at getting out lumber for, me about what a lovely spot
$ : 1 2 v
ages of the warm sun all | twenty-five dollars per month : and when ' ftold hifa noboc
r-of the north and east winds. | Spring came he was ready to go at his land building there il

| again:
In the moantime, Walter Sturgis had
| worked a ycar at a fashionable calling for

term he was the absohite owner of just two
dollars.

* Bay; Peter, you aren’t going te work
on that land of youyr's amother season .are
you " asked Walter, as the two met in the
strect one evening.

“ To be sare 1 am;” was the ro ponsc.

I wld him I gucssed you would be glad to
come.

¢ What will Le pay

¢ Three hundred.

¢ Ah, Walter, T ean make more
that from my land.’

Sturgis oponed his eyes in astonishment.

* You're jokiug.” he said,

S Nowir: " ]
five dollard in moncy Tast season. | Seventy
five of that went for manure ; hvx}/ eome of
that manure is now on hand, as Ifound the
lanid so rich last year as not to need murh
This season_ I shall Lave
two hundred dcllars worth of straw berries if’
nothing happcns unusual.’

¢ And you don’t Liave to work any win-
ters to do this ' y

‘- No, four months labor is ail I can lay
out to advantage onit.’

Walter went to his store,
rest of the evening bhe wonde
that some persons had suech lack.

During the second season, Peter hid ex-
pericuce for s guide, and be filled up many
gaps he had left open the year before. His
strawberries turned out better than he had
anticipated, and'he made a better arrangzs:
'ment for Wie melons. And then from all
tiiat whercon he planted his early peas, &c.,
he obtained a ¢rop of much value, It was
biit an hour’s drive into the cit

ay 2
1

than than

3 !
received

* But hore is Simonds wants a elerk. and-

hundred and |

and he al-| talkinyg, sis.”

* What do vou mean ?*
¢ Haven't you sold it?

|
| ¢ No sir”’
‘

| Why, there was a maxn here looking at it
|2 week or 50 ago, aud to-day he came and
i.A ought five cily merchants with him, and I
k th that each of them engaged
g lot of him. [One of "em speke to
it was, and |
zve thuught of
the rocks off.—

e my oa

a buil
'y

{ But haven’t you so
, ¢ No, not an inch of it.’
¢ Why, thatmen told me he had engaged
Iot
{of 12 sqaare rods,’
¢ Then he will find his ot
else, I guess, till I sell out.’
Some 120i¢ cunversation was held, and
then Pet t home. On the following
| forenoor ¢ very man who had been the
look at the hillside, called
eter, intreduciag himself as Ms. An-

somewhere

| first and
to sec P
¢ derson.
*7% Let's see—1 believe you own some two
or turee agzes of lan here on the hill-
aide, '.‘.,e.s(a.\, vory carelessly,
¢ T own four acres there, re plied Peter,
very exacily.
¢ AL, yes—well ; it doesn't make much
difierence, 1 didn't notice particularly how
there was. . 1 thought I should like

much

- ;to build there, and Af you would sell the

land zeasonable, T faight hike to purchase,—
It would Le cnongh. to, afford. me quite
garden ; though I suppose it would cost me
about as much to Gl such laud  as the
produce would be worth.’

¢ That would depend npon how you wwork-
ed it,’ said Peter, dryly.

O, yes, 1 sappose so. But you are will-
ing fo sed cut L suppose

¢ Certainly.

The man's eyes began to brightea,

¢ How much should you want for it ¥* he
asked.

¢ Weil, I doat know.
afiord to pay ?

¢ Why. 1 snppose I couid afford to Pay &
| groat deal more than it is worth.—Rather
j than not have it 1 would pay-—well, say two
bundred dollars, er two hundred and fifty
at the outside.’ $

¢ I.dea't thunk there is much use in our

-y )

VWhat could you

wuys obtained the' highest” prices, for he| * Fat—you paid one hundred only, if I

brought the'earliest vogetabies in the miar-
ket. . On the first of the next November he
had clearéd seven hundred dollars for the
season, over and abgygall expenses
Oug;morning, aftef the-crops were ali in,
Peter found 2 man walkipg about over the
land, ahd as the young :?an came up, the

stranger asked him who owned the hilli-

side. .

¢ It's mine, sir,’ replied Peter.

The man looked about, and went he away,
and on the next day he came again with two
others. They looked over the place, and
they seemed to be Hividing it off into smmall
lotsc They remwimed dbout an hour and
thén went away. Petérsuepected the land
was wanied for something. That evening
he stepped in at the post-office; and there
he heard that a railroad was going ta be put

¢ planted, he went to see Cordelia Ilcn-: through the village as soon as the workmen

mistase Dot ..
¥ ‘.1 bad my choice between one hundred
doliars and the land, and I chose the latter.
But as you seem to labowr in themdark, I
will explain 0 you. In the firstplace, there
is not ahother spot of land in this seetion of
the ‘country, that possesses the natural ad-
Yantages witich this case does.. I can have
my early peas and vines upand hoed before
my neighbors get their ground plowed ; s
1 have my early sauce in the market shead
of all others, save a few hot  house owmers,
whose plants eaonot compare with mine for
strength and size. Then my soil jswery
rich, and yields fifty per cent. more than
1808t other iand. Now look at thir: " Par-
ing the iast season I have realized overcight
hundred dellars from this land, and next

season I can get much miore . thaw thae, for

T

Pefar was in earnest, and he commenced to
curse and swear. At rhis, Poter simply tum-
ed and l=fi his customer to himself, and he
saw nothiag more of the speculatof,

Two days afterwards, however, three of
the merchants came 1o see onr heroand when
they heard his simple story, were ready 1o do
justly by mm. They went up and examined
ths spring, which ;h{n found to be pure as
crystal, and as it was therr’s dry season they
saw that the supply of water could nev.
fail, and ail the houses which might bs
upon Peter’s land could he supplied with run—
ning waler, even in the aitica of the upper
The merchant first went to the mag who
owned the land above Peter's, including the
ledge and spring, and bs agreed to sell for
{two hundred dollars. They then calle
!nrveyu sod made a plot of the hiil-si
[ whreby they found that they could haye fo

building les, worth from two hundred a
|fifiy w0 fowr huadred doliars each. They
| hesitated mot & moment aficr the glo! 01&
| mads. but paid Peter his tea thousand dollafy
! cheerfully. . :
| Ere many days after (his tranaction
| Pater White received a very polite no'e froms

Cordelia Henderson, asking him to call and

see her ; but he did not eall. He hunted up

Mr. Somers and went intc business with him,

and this very day Somers & White do busi-
| pess in that towa, and Waiter Sturgis is thgir

book-keper. And in all the country these is
| n0t a prettier apot thaa the old hill-mde. The
| ratirond depot is vear its foot, and it is occupieg
| by sumpiuous dwellings, in which live mer~
chants who do business ig the adjacest
city.

¥)no thing Petor missed—that he did Aot
reservebia building spot for himself. - Bui his
usual good fortune atiended him, even heze.
A wealthy banker had oécasion lo move io
another section of the cbuatry, he sold out
his house and garden to Peter, for ons
haif what the building cost him. Peter
took a wife who loved him whea he in
the earth, and found a hame {or her and him-
we!f upon the oid hill-side. -

it is a feritable history | have been wriling,
and the plece I have told you aboutispow
one of the most select suburban residesces iy
the coumry.

W

Cariral PUNISRAENT.—in Rusgia,gapis
tal punishment was abolished in LDt
recently it has been re-estsblished. . Under
the new law, the mode of oxeru't:J;.htz
be by the ame, within the prison AN
in tl‘{e presemce of a .cerésin m_f
magistrstes and officisle expressly gppoin
ed for the purpose; P °

Gasar Cmaxcs 1w T Cosst Lifle
In 1752 an English ship stranded near New
Rochelle.—Such have been the changes in
the sea, that the wreck now lies in the midst
of a euitivated field thirteen fect abowe the
level of the sea, and argund. it are-twey
thousand acres of cultivated land.

A Romawric Swepmsa Leceno —A lovely
girl had been raken captive by tha brigaadsaf
the cave of Troilb On.:.." eve
the girl asked -permission of tho-dniguid
chic(!wp'ulwdm The re-
quest he granted om condition thatishe«we-
vealed 10 no one the secretof the tobbers hid-
ing place, but - in the event.of bbtrayiughit,
she was menaced with the most tegribie
geance, The maiden went forth'in the-dei
| pess; she clamhered over rocks. amidstiep -
|and snow; the east wind whistied -ahd tho
white drift swept by, but she heeded.as distie
the difficuities of the path asthe wiot of wbe
elements ; her body and herspirnt forame
ment were free, and she bounded like s
doe. She obtained her straw, bt kept'-fer
promise, and teld #b oné the secret of  her
| gioomy prison:_Slowly _and sadly, she e
turned to the cavern, sod pined again

neath a weight of misery, denly . ihe
‘,cl:nh of arms aroused_her; a fese un.nAu:x
| raged ; the brigauds were disc

, OxQr~
| : thas the maiden was
my strawberry vines are. flourishing finely. | f:[:::g .ngu.::";;;“.' ;h::{.ld?;éggm:i
There are not any twe farms in this town |, Sund! d matked the. path..by . whs
that can ibly be madeto vealize o much . ono o-ANd ma % PARPTS
e = “da the robbers wers traced to their_dea,
momuvfu m)y':dﬁlmb;:;r you see it is ;'h':"ue alterwards coodemned and: exe
time of my produce, not guantity that) ¢ i S
dors.$he businass. &' bushab of. $Y. curty 120 wie, bund GhiEE Arine Sl mipele 't -
peas on the twenty-second day of May, are! s -
wGrth ten times as much as my meighbor's | Atnkhu-l.phnu ‘:‘:IW‘;.”‘
bushel on the first of July and August~— culiar attnbuﬁ:plwmn.e .M‘ m—
Two bundred doilars will wore than pay e | tlences and purity of hergex.: andeverydhus-
1 % 4 & : for all time and trouble in attendin: band should - engourage it, for his.wife; apc
. he > a . ; Petatished a few tears over the unexpected [#grevable in sommer end warm in winter | " my e . ing m’dmvhten will prove wiser,.and S ppiare Sud
ployment, but af the _end of that time hel ) and then he reasoned on the subject ]Al the foot. of the killy tb the left, flay-a | ™) land ; 80 you see I k'-m this year wix | il b e
found ; bt 1 i : . . % | hundred doll tase: better for its cultivation.
0NN SN, vﬁ“‘”’ who wanied a h‘t Mally blessed his fate, for e was sure | smwil lake, while the river. ran in. sight. for | bun A Atanasll i1 : b sb

though he. not alford to pay dch. 2| gyl dels &' girl was hot what e neoded for | several miles. | * Thea you woaida't sell for less than six el ‘“""" e o
But Peter, finally, and -with' the ude .{ ‘*‘| «Of ‘couifsc,”, soliloquized Poter, ¢ ﬁmv‘.:i?ury)drod, Laupposes’ said Mr, Andesoa care- = lo'a.:."'*-e'.“. P':uw;f
Mo Samayly mads an agrangement of Whis| -\ the firkt of July crnre, Potor 'reck- | fhink ¥Rl would make betntiful building | fully : M-h vu'”;':b h F“f\“."’
¥y 1 kind ;=58 S work forthe old farme ontd | his aécounts, and he Tound tHAL Mr. Iupots. And wouldn’t it? Curious that 1| ° Would you seil ont a concern that was Pounr : vully . "“ ’.I N y
1itadyance. e (Mr: Stévens) stéadily unelf the ground was | Seavdbll| was ewifig Him' just’ two  dof- | never,thought of it befora. iAnt when the )"";‘““‘ yeu a met profit of ] huadred ?b‘: d' ‘Mmm““.-"“
he.of the veas i and thon b should have bhalf the tm tard) Wall aF & pwed in tho 'worll 'wad” tKp |xaiiroad gemes: here, poople from the city|7Vra e year for that sum 2,  ssked f Deess—wiih o fnn slectwnpio a4
ENY'S: : 0 USYGITRpon b’.s own land; and ip FIOVTRTPOCRS B 1411 | S Wi s fof Fanmett “OR (he S4 4 wail want thelr dwoibngs shera. Butithis| Poter, ; ! “‘_‘ h_olh 3 6ue the M" .‘ .'.:‘
2er¥, or continved i WCHE S “{""""‘" Stevrmeains. ti e : Boton - e sy dnablo. 1L 13 wortiv+ lot morece | “A- e Sell— b’ vou Pit it rather ¢u | obligation. g .
(‘.ln"r"mn' ’ * 8l thauework, et oS wehl i r e iy RN AT Y aiki s, | ghys i Dundret sl dre e yeat. luouﬂy rloes. 2 2 >
under g f 70t » Nest Wefer Fionud o sty de e xhog o8 to ot cight for whatsk ean] ‘Then T putit pfhinly. Volr by have! T TFR '@ divt 2.006.000 a8 of

& s e juitc a stable, 4% &, 755 %% R ent : worth. To r two hun@rod dollars|the b for ten thousand dollars.® wheat ave now leaving Laka Michigin for

; : for all the Mc Aaderson lunghed, butl he found tha, the Easg, weekly,

gis refused % havie anything to do with the | |
land. s
ThlS wdrd . ‘and basirede bl etdel, ||
even though _ it.was early spring. Peter
White's firet: objcet; ‘after having got the I‘

A,
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