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No Constituency Yet Anxious |

for Attorney-General as

Its Member. :
GRANT AN OPTIMIST

It was a cruel turn-down whe_n JoQ.
Lethbridge, U.F.O. member for West
Middlesex, announced upon return to

his home town after a conference|,

with the committee that Mr. Raney
could not have his seat. The fact was
well known on Saturday evening, but
was expected to keep till the end of
the present week in order that the
committee might beat up the bushes
.more vigorously. :

Nevertheless Hon. R. H. Grant looked
just as smiling and sac as 1s his wont.
no more. no less, yesterday when he
repeated what 'he said to The World
on Friday night: *“We shall have a
seat for the attorney-general and we
will have a statement in ten days or
so from our first announcement.”

It-would be wicked to doubt the
minister of education. But from other
parts of the province stories are arriv-
ing that do but little credit to the
political sagacity of the committee,

Searchlight on Searchers.

The Renfrew’ Mercury, January 23,
in its report of the joint convention of
the South Renfrew U.F.O. and the
Renfrew labor men throws a search-
light upon the. tracks of thessearchers
for seatg for the cabinet ministers.
Among others who attended the con-
vention was A. E. Bradwin, editor of
The Arnprior Chronicle, who told the
convention he had  been consulted
upon “the by-elections problem. He =
thus reported: “He had been sum-
moned by telegram to a conference in
Ottawa with Messrs, Doherty, Biggs,
Grant and Nixon to discuss the situa-
tion with special reference to the
opening of South Renfrew, . ., . He
had advised Mr. Doherty to go to East
Kent. Mr. Drury could find a seat in
North Norfolk, but Hon. Mr. Raney
was the stumbling block. He (Brad-
win) hagl promised to see what he
could do. His suggestion was that
Mr. Raney be placed in North Norfolk
and’ Mr. Drury in South Renfrew, He
wired the premier asking p}x:mllsion

(Continued cn Page 2, Cotumn 3).

FLU IN BORDER CITIES
TOTALS INTO HUNDREDS

Windsor, Ont., Jan. 26.—Several
hundred cases of Spanish influenza
Were, reported to Dr. F. A, Adams,
medical -officer of health in the Bor-
der Cities today, many of them of a
virulent nature, and associated with
serious_ complications. Hundreds of
placards warning citizens of the
spread of - the - @apidemic and giving
advice om the wuse of preventive
measures are being posted in conspic-
uous places by the board of health.

WINDSOR AWATTS
ORDER-IN-COUNCIL

Taking Over of Street Lines
by Hydro - Electric Ap-

proaches Completion.

Windsor, Jan. 26.—The public are
Waiting for the announcement of the
date of the Hydro-Electric Commis-
slon taking over the local street car
lines, already voted by the ratepayers
of the Border towns. Those in a posi-
Uon to know, say that all the ar-

— rangements will be concluded any
day, but that possession may not
change from the Detroit United to
the commission much before the end
of February, certaintly not later than
on the last day of that month, when
all the accounts can be most conven-
}gnt]y cleared. The documents are in
Toronto awaiting the final order-in-
tounci] from the Ontario government.
Commissioners Carmichael and Lucas
have that part of it in hand.

Particulars of new cars, improved
fquipment and much better - services
between all the towns will be given
out after the final closing of the deal.
The bonds of the Hydro Commission
t0 be given to the Detroit United have
b‘een approved and afe being signed.
The Hydro will also take care of the
Jonds jssued by the Jocal companies.
No money passes: the bonds issued by

the companies are taken care of and

new bonds will he issued by  the
tommission to be given to the Detroit

United for the local roads.

FOR LIFTING

TERMS SENT TO RUSSIANS

OF BLOCKADE

BY ALLIED GOVERNMENTS

ization. :

Text of Note Published—Value of Goods Imported Will Be
Based on Value of Those Exported From Russia—
Central Committee at Moscow Must Guarantee Author-

\

By the A. P.

Paris, Jan. 26.—The text of the
supreme council’s note to the repre-
sentatives of the Russian Central Co-
operative Union regarding the partial
lifting of the blockade was made pub-
lic today. It follows: ’
“First—The allied governments not-
ify the Co-operative Union that they
are disposed to authorize an exchange
of products upon a basig of reciprocity;
hetween the Russian people and the
allied and neutral countries, and they
invite this union to export from Rus-
sia the surplus of its cereals, its food-
stuffs and its raw materials with a
view to exchanging them for clothing
and other merchandise, ‘of which Rus-
sia is in need.

“It should be well understood that
the value of the merchandise, the im-
portation of which into Russia will be
authorized, will be based on the value
of the merchandise ' exported from
Russia within a reasonable period.

“Second—The Russian delegation at
Paris will communicate immedidtely
by wireless with the controlling com-
mittee at Moscow and will ask it if
the co-omeratives are ready to assume
responsibility for handling these im-
portations and these exportations, and
if exchanges of this sort are practical-
1y possible. The representatives of the
co-operatives at Moscow will deter-
mine immediately these questions.

Export Must Be" Authorized.

“Tthird—The central committee at
Moscow will guarantee that the ex-
poriation of cereals, flax, ‘etc., shall
be authorized and that the necessary
transportation facilities shall te fur-
nished.

“Fourth—As soon as certainty is

reached in this matier tae central
committee at Moscow will inform Ber-
kenheim (Alexander Berkenheim, vice-
president of the All-Russian Union of
Consumers’ Societies) at Paris.

“Fifth—The co-operative unions in
foreign countries will then take mea-
sures to furnish Russian cereals and
flax on consideration +that the co-
operatives shall be advanced 25 per
cent. of the value of the exports,
eitaer by direct contact or by British,
French’ or Italian financiers.

“Sixth: The balance of necessary
credits will be furnished in London or
Paris by Russian sources or British,
French or Italian *co-operatives. pri-
vate banks or traders. i

“Seventh: Goods purchased by the
above credits will be loaded imme-
diately in Black Sea or Baltic ports,
risks of loss or confiscation being as-
sumed by the Russian co-operatives.

Plans for Transportation.

“Eight—The central committee at
Miscow will endeavor. te supply at
least four complete traias for the
tra~sportation - of goods to and from
the-Black Sea ports. Should Moscow
not succeed, the co-operatives in
foreign countries will employ part of
the credits for the purchase of freight
cars and locomotives in the allied
countries. In any case they will gsend
motor trucks in order to help rail-
road transportatian.

“Ninta—As soon as the exportation
of cereals, fiax and other raw ma-
terials from Russia has commenced
effectively,” the contracts refetred to
above will be considerably increased,
in ®order, for instance, to reach a
million tons of cereals, which would
be the quantity available for export
in a little longer time.”

SIBERIAN ARMY

 NHOPELESS S

| Forty Thousand Surrendered at
‘ Omsk Without Firing
a Shot.

WHOLE EQUIPMENT LOST

London, Jan. 27.—It is necessary to
reach an understanding of the present
situation in Siberia to realize the com-

’
pleteness of the-collapse at Omsk, says
The Daily Mail’s Harbin correspond-
ent, telegraphing January 20. He de-
clares that since retiring from the
Ural region the Siberian army, with
the exception of one rally by the Cos-
sacks, have offered virtually no op-
position to the Bolsheviki. All reports

“Forty thousaﬁd troops surrendered
at Omsk without firing a shot,” the
| correspondent continues. “Enormous
quantities™of materials fell intact into
the hands of the Bolsheviki., Owing to
thé supineness and paralysis of the
Russian military authorities mnothing
was removed from Omsk except the
state treasure, and virtually the whole
of the immense equipment supplied by
Great Britain since 1918 was lost.

“Since spring the whole military
organization has been impotent. The
huge staffs maintained in the rear
were incompetent. The troops, mostly
forcibly mobilized, were dissatisfied
from the outset, and have become
more so owing to the severe disci-
pline, the inadequacy of supplies and
deficiencies on the part of the officers.

“Nobody doubts the sincerity of
Admiral Kolchak, but the truth is,
his nerves never were equal to the
occasion. A severe sickness nearly
killed him at Omsk, and a succession
of unfortunate incidents interfered
with his recovery. Reactionary in-
trigues against him were incessant,
as he was surrounded by officers of
the old regime.”

Bill to Stop Transm’ssion

Washington, Jan. 26.—A bill to pre-
vent transmission by mail or wire of
any record of betfing odds on horse
races or other contests in which man,
beast, or automohile takes part was
introduced today by Senator Sterling,
Republican, South Dakota.

Jury_AVwards* Nominal Damages

e In Detective’s Suit For Libel

"'We find Acting-Detective Young,
t;'.e plaintiff, not guilty of assault. We
find The Toronto World guilty of
libel and assess the damages at $100,
an’d The World to pay all costs.”

The above was the verdict handed
out shortly after ¢ o'clock last night
Pv the jury in the libel action brought
before Chief Justice Falconbridge by
D.etecti\'e George Young, attached to
‘\\'D. 6 division, against The World
IPWSpaper and Mrs. Charles C.
Ceorge (Ida Webster). The .decision

ES

was arrived at aﬁtér
hours’ -deliberations.
pied several days, and created. con-
siderable public interest. The court-
room was crowded thruout the hear-
ing.

The jury had not thought it neces-
sary to return a separate verdict for
or against Mrs, George, but the chief
justice decided that a separate ver-
dict was necessary and chafged the
jury to retire to find one. They re-
turned in a few minutes, finding Mrs.
George. not guilty.

about three
The case occu-

i

of serious fighting are imaginative, he
asserts. A

Of Bett'ng Odds on Races:

TREATY AGREEMENT
. Lo NOW HOPEL

Leaders End-Bi-Partisan Confer-
ence and Pact Goes Back
to Senate.

| END CAME SUDDENLY

1 Y

Washington, Jdn, 26.—The whole
question of peace treaty ratification
was flung back to the floor of the
senate with the virtual collapse today
of the bi-partisan conference. \

The end came with amazing swift-
ness after Senator Lodge of Massa-
chusetts, the Republican leader,- had
informed Democrats: led by  Senator
Hitchcock of Nebraska, that there
could be no change in the reservations
| respecting the Monroe doctrine and
| the much discussed article 10, >

In the face of this the Democrats
walked eut for a private conference,
agreeing meunwhile to make a reply
to Senator Lodge early tomorrow.

First news of the breaking' off of
~diplomatic relations, so to speak, was
given by Senator Hitchcock in a
statement = which broadly intimated
that failure of the Republicans to give
ground in an etfort to reach ‘a basis
of compromise was due to the threat-
{ened revolt of Republicans. Sénate
leaders, including many ardently
seeking an end to the long-protracted
treaty debate, frankly admitted to-
night that they could see no hope of
agreement. This meant, they said, that
the question would be fought out on
the floor, beginning, probably, tomor-
row. Senator Hitchcock declined to
speculate .on  the possibility of so
early a renewal of hostilities, but
most Democrats declared uothing was
to be gained by further secret confer-
ences.

WILL NEGOTIATE
ON CONDITIONS

Milner Commission Must Sat-
isfy Egyptians It Repre-
sents British Nation.

|

Paris, Jan. 26.—Said Zagloul Pasha,
Egyptian minister of justice and head
of the Egyptian national
now here, confirms the Cairo reports

ner has been told by a body called to-
gether by the sultan to examine into
the Egyptian situation that it would
be necessary to deal with the Paris
delegation.. He .added that his dele-
gation was prepared to negotiate with
the Milner commission at Paris or in
Egypt,. “If the. Milner commission
was able to declare that it had been
authoritatively asked by the British
government to carry on negotiations as
représentati\'es of the nation.”

4y Calve’ on Dec. 19,
Pasha asserted, like the
British proclamations,
Egypt as a British dependency, and,
further, the. Milner commission is
spoken of as a mission of inquiry.”

Zagloul
preceding

| RAILWAYS RAISE
COMMUTER RATES -

Montrea, ’/Jan. 26.—The Can-
adian - railways, thru the Railway
Association ~ of - Canada,  an-
nounced tonight that on March
first their commutation rates
will be raised. The new rates
will, however, be less than' the
maximum @authorized by the,
Dominion board of railway com-
missioners. : i

The railway companies point
out that their cost of operation
. has risen cuite asiseriously as
the cost of the lines
which are now 0 ing prac-
| tically the only pr#fitable share
of this commuter i

The new schednl

of ré,tes has
bheen  filed with,

board of

tawa. 4 .
|

DTTAWAPOLITICINS
SFE DIFFIGULTIES
INUNIONISTS' PATH

Forecast Early. Election—Say
.Borden Out of Active
Political Life.

MAY DEMAND CAUCUS

Ottawa, Jan. 26.—(Special.)—Even

‘anticipated any difficulty in the gov-
ernment surviving the immediate, or
even the fétlowing, session. Since' then
there has ‘been a change, and some
forecast the defeat of the administra-
tion and an election! this year. There
has arisen among t Dnionist ‘mem-
bers a certain feeling of distrust.

It is said that sevpral Unionists on
the assembling of pgrliament "will de-
mand. an immediatej caucus, with the
fullest explanation the prime min-
ister's retirement a reconsideration
of his retirement.

. ignation.
rt Borg has not been in
touch with' thew work of the cabinet
y h{ ‘There is a well-

£ o

» B8 reconsidera-

| d . repork.
{tion of This retifement was followed by

placing his resignation in the hands of
one of his . colleagues, to be given
effect to as the cabinet desired. He
does not expect to return to active
political life, but yielded to the solici-
tations of his colleagues not to em-
barrass them by a definite public re-
tirement. This resignation is being
withheld for the time being.

Hon. A. K. Maclean will accept the
portfolio of public works. Halifax busi-
ness interests have strongly urged
him to do so.

HUNGARIANS FEAR
CZECH INVASION

Austria Believed to Hav;

delegation |

that the mission headed by Lord Mil- |

“Considers |

Pawned West Hungary, Be-
| ing Unable to Hold It.

1

Vienna, Jan. 26.—Budapest advices
indicate that the Hungarian govern-
ment is mueh agitated over the
Austro-Czech understanding, and re-
port that three Czech divisions are
now at Pressburg and two more are at
Parkany. The newspapers as$ert that
Austria. realizing she is not strong
enough to hold German West Hun-
gary, has pawned it to the Czechs, and
express fear that the Czech troops will
not only occupy German West Hun-
gary, but will take advantage of the
slightest trouble to marcn into Hun-
gary proper.

Official reports from Buocharest, Ru-
mania, say that the plague has reach-
ed a number of villages on the right
bank of the Dniester.

when Sir Robert Borden retired, few |

lussia Are Announced

MONARCHIST PROPAGANDA
PROMPTED YOUNG ASSASSIN

Troops Massed in Berlin
To Check Monarchist Rising

of numerous troops.

shut off all traffic from the. thorofare.

the attack was to be primarily directed
Radicals. :

Dublin, Jan. 26.—Wilhelmstrasse tonight is barricaded and under the guard
A patrol of eighteen armored automobiles and a half-
dozen nuge motor trucks loaded with armed troops arrived early in the evening
and immediately took up their position in front of the government building, and

Defence Noske were' stimulated, in agddition to the assault upon Mathias Erz-
berger today, by rumors that the monarchists would attempt an ingurrecti&x
on the eve of the former emperor’s birthday (which occurs tomorrow)‘\q,nd that

The precautions taken by Minister of

against the Independent. Socialists and

FLUWOULDFIND |
" NURSES LACKING

| P robable ~Outbreak Would I
See Sufficient for Moneyed |
, Class Only. |

If a *“flu” epidemic should hit To-
ronto the day after tomorrow, .the
medical authorities would be obliged
to ration the nurse supply. Such was
the most interesting of the many
conclusions arrived at yesterday at.a
conference called together in the office
of Dr. John W. S. McCullough, ' chief
officer of health of the province, and
attended by representatives of medi-
cal, social service, and other welfare
organizations, indluding the Red
Cross.

Dr. McCullough had taken the con-
ferees all over the ground upon whieh
co-ordination of available forces
against a probable outbreak of influ-
enza can be effected if necessary,
when he asked one of the ladies pres-

“If an outbreak were 1o {ta¥é plice

Was an Actual Case.

This brought Dr. Hastings’
ian voice inte play. In the last epi-
demic such a condition of affairs as

it Row aha TalGl Mhe RUTES GWEDIY *dlscovered, specifying -that such ves-

| the supply would simply vanish.” But | France .wished to keep them intact,

do anything in Toronto,” % imMPE 5
guard- !

ARMENIAN REPUBLIC
'RECOGNIZED BY U,
Also Approves a Plan for Dis-

tribution of German Ships

to Be Dismantled.

Paris, Jan. 26.—At today's session
of the council of ambassadors, which
takes the place of the supreme coun-
cil, the American ambas: dor, Hugh
C. Wallace, announced that the Unit-
ed: States had decided to recogmize
the republic of Armenia, the boundar-
ies- of which will be defined by the
Turkish treaty, and had also consid-
.ered and approved the scheme for the
distribution among the allies of the
‘German ships to be broken up.

It had previously been agreed that
Italy and' France, in consideration of
the fact that they were unable to
build during the war, should keep five
cruisers apiece. Subsequently a pro-
vision of the treaty of Versailles was

sels must be dismantled. Italy and

| the lady in charge of the registration | but the council
of our angels of mercy had informed!
the speaker that the people who can
afford to pay could get all the nursing
they desired, “because money could |

that the provi-
sion must be observed.

The next meeting lof the body will
be held on Monday,! Feb. 2.

EFENTED

was indicated had actually prevailed.
But ‘it will be seén to that in the next |
visitation (which .all present seemed
{'to take for granted is on the, way)
|,steps would be taken to ensure that
|'those most in_need of nursing can
have it, and Bt the hospitals are
not crowded with cases that can very
well be looked after at the homes.
The outcome of the conference was
an understanding thaq the most ad-
visable thing for the authorities is to
be guided by the experience of the
last .epidemic, tightening up any loose‘
| joints that were displayed during the |
| strain of that episode. The Red Cross, |
the Neighborhood, Workers, the Boy
| Scouts will help- the social service
campaign and all will be willing to
act under Dr. McCullough or Dr.
Hastings, whilst the fullest advantage
will be taken of publicity to‘ educate
and inform the general public, It was
mentioned that Toronto is acknow-
| ledged, to have the best organized amd
\tra.’lne‘ﬁ force of voluntary workers to
face Such an emergency as a “flu”
epidemic of any city in America. 6

HAD 44 BELOW.

Sherbrooke, Que., Jan. 26.—At day-
{ light this morning the experimental
{ station thermometer registered 44 de-
grees Dbelow =zero, wita g gradual
change to 33 below at 6 olclock.
Sl A SR R et

|

POLITICAL

[l

DRIFTINGS

{
]

T IS pretty hard to foresee what is
Premier Drury is to offer himself in
Halion, and his minister of agriculture,
Mr. Dokerty, in Kent, Nominations are
set fcr Feb. 9 and the elections on the
Monday following, Feb. 16. The two may
Les clected by acclamaticon;

likely that there will be contests.

| for Attorney-General }‘laney.'
| But the goverument
1’\1,\“!’“»5\; up
ments ere

is carrying on
in the Park; the depart-
in charge of the
ard o'ders-in-council &oing thru.
The provineial treasurer, Hon.
Sriith,
[ necessary work, including the regular
| 2ccountg of the Hydro appropriations 4l-
| ready made. He may have to fleat an-
cther loaun.
None the less thc administration may
swim into smooth waters, notwithstand=
| ing the winds erd the currents.

|

| » According to The Renfrew Merecury a
rather unusual meeting of the U.F.O.'s

| was held in.the riding represented by

Lord Milner’s proclamation published | the late provincial treasurer, Mr. Me- | MOrning, and.there may be some friction |

| Garry, whe was defeated, and  John
Carty, a U.F.O. electe¢ in his place,
Some extrzets of The Mercury’'s report
are published in
meeting, on ihe

ancther column.

tl:at Gay Mr,

£oing to heppen in Ontario pohitics. |

it is more |

Nothing definite is known about a seat |

ministers |

Peter |
is finding money to carry on all |

At |
Drury’s |

name ceme up in Hallton, his name was
subtmitted in Benfrew, by consent of
tire rremier. NO e¢ction was taken. Mr
| Carty’s cemments were interesting.
| According to a long report in The‘
Belleville Ontario (Liberal), of the othe-
| day, Mr. Parliament, M.LL.A. for Prince
{ Edward, whé has been selected by Mr. |
Drury as Speaker of the Ontario legis-'
lature,” had been speaking in the States |

among -ether things on reciprocity, andf

| somewhat after the views of Hon. .\I'r.i
Drury. Extracts from The Belleville

| Ontario are ajso quoted. |

In federal politics there are also cross
currents. In. Alberta, the Provincial
| Grain Growers, over a thousand strong,

| practically threw Hon. Mr. Crerar aside
!and followed their president, Mr. Wood,

in favor of direct action on the ‘tariff at
{ Ottawa. Mr. Crerar was at the meeting, |
[ but ma no definite statement aftér
| the action of the delegates.
{

|~ The sailing of the ship of state

1)
| Ottawa is none too encouraging accord-
ing to a despatch in our columns this

| as soon as the Unionists are called into!
| caucus Tight after the opening of the|
] house. |
|
| And the political barks in Great Bri-
tain are all in troubled waters. Strange

winds are blowing on all .geas.

!| congratulating him on his birthday

BY HIS OV UNION

-

German Finance Minister
Shot in Shoulder as He Was
Leaving Law Courts—Is
the Best-Hated Man in
Germany—Is Bitterly As-
sailed. -

Special to The Toronto Worid.

Berlin, Jan, 26.—Germany’s militar-
ist® and nationalists came within an
inch today of celebrating their first
great triumph since the armistice. ‘Aa
aristocratic would-be assassin, who
had posted himself near the criminat
courts building, fired three shots at
Finance Minister Dr. Mathias Erzber-
ger as the latter was coming ouf,
apmeward bound, after a héaring in
his libel suit against Dr. Karl Helf-
ferich. Only one bullet struck Erz-
berger, slightly wounding aim in the
shoulder; :

The assailant, who gave his name
as Ottwy von Hirschfeld, was arrested. .

In these days. of republicanism in -
Germany, when the law of libel is
more or less of a farce, and the high
a,ngi mighty of the saip'of stafe are
daily assailed with the bitterest in-
vective without having much recourse
other than journalistic counter-attacks,
it will surprise mone if tomorrow the
organs of the monarchist party ex-
press t-hgﬂ‘ thinly veiled regret thatthe
atlempt at the life of Erzberger, whom
they call “the best hated man ia

y,” was not successful,

Su_ch comment would be closely in
line ‘with the |past policy of this sec~
tion of the press, for it has for months
all but openly urged his assassination.
“Erzberger will be the first to dang'e
from a lamp-post when the hour for .
‘retribution strikes” is what one of the
junkerist journals sald in heavy type ,
but a few weeks ago,

. Prompted by Propaganta.

Nor is thefe any doubt that it was
this violent propaganda that nurged .
the thought of murder in the brain of
Von Hirschfeld, a young student over- y
bubbling with enthusiasm for the re-
turn of the monarchy. The shots .he
firéd” at- the” Bndnve’ Ninister  were:
sparks from the bhitter fued that
Is venting its rage daily in the erim-
inal eourts branch, where Helfferich,
one of. the ex-kaiser’s most trusted
friends‘and-an arch-apostle. of kaiser- ,
ism,  {s ,defending himself against
charges of criminal libe] brought by~
Erzberger. "Thére is little leff in ‘the
dictionary of epithets that He!fferich
has not employed, in one form or
other, against the man, who, since
the 'signing ‘of ‘the peace, has held the
office so dear to Helfferich’s own
heart. The audience has been numer-

Turned Down as " Delegate to|
Cigar Makefs’ International |
Convehtion in Chicago.

ous at every session, and Helfferich's
friends always are in ' the majority,
nodding vigorousiy, and cven applaud-
ing whenever the. deéfehdant scored
with ‘a particularly violent counter-
charge. ¢ 2 .

It ia more than likely that the ate
tempted essessination, will serveé to draw

|
1

IS NOT “PRQGRESSIVE”

Chicago, Jan. 26.—Samuel Gompers,
president of the American Federation
of Labor, was defeated today in the
election for delegates to the -Cigar-
makers’ International Union conven-
tion, held by Local 144, the organiza-
tion to which he has belonged . for
more than 40 years. Mr. Gompers was
a cigarmaker until 1882, when he be-
came president of the A. F. of L., and
is first vice-president of the Cigar-
makers’ International TUnion. The
coming coénvention, which is expected
to be held in Chicago in_April, will
be the first one to which he has not
been a delegate in many years.

Morris Brown, secretary of Local
141, and one of the elected delegates,
said tonight that he believed the de-
eat of Mr. Gompers was due to the
influence of younger men in the union.
“They are progressive,” he said, “and
believe that Mr. Gompers is too con-
servative to advance the r,,;a.use of
labor with proper speed.” L

Mr. Gompers will be 70 years old
tomorrow. A number of telegrams

|

were sent to Washington tonight by
local unions. "

FIRE FIGHTERS SEEKING |
AN INCREASE IN WAGES

|

Ottawa, Ont., Jan. 26.—Fire fighters of |
Ottawa., Toronto, London, Hamilton and |
Montreal are seeking an increase in|
their scale of wages. Steps are being |
taken locally to bring pressure to bear |
upon the civic authorities to increase
tae pay of all ranks of the firemen by
$400, and according to correspondence
rececived from other firemen’s organi-
zations a similar demmand is being
made,

It is pointed out by representatives
of local firemen that they are receiv- |
ing g rate of pay much lower taan|
that paid in Hamilton, Toronto and!
London. i

SERIOUS FOOD RIOTS
IN MORAVIAN CITIES |

Prague, Jan, 26.—There have been |
serious food riots in the Moravian,|
cities of Standberg, Muglitz and Hohen- |
stadt, and troops have been called out. |
The workmen are demanding the im- !
mediate requisitioning of supplies by |
the army and their distribution under
a workmen's committee, In- the
Okmutz district the authorities have|
conceded this demand, and a battalion
of soldiers has begun work

| lorship and the flanance ministry,

still more sharply the issue between the
adherents of these two men.  Helfferich
is the spoKeeman of the monarchists, o

Fbittcr foe of socialism, while Eryzbgrger,
|'ene ©f ~the shrewdest politicians " Ger-

muany had sproduced in decades, and «
past masgter in the art of compromise,
is_ihe undisputed leader of the power-
ful centrist, or Catholic, party. During
the war he- toppled two imperial ‘chan-
cellor#, Bethmann-Hollweg and Michacliy,
ancd was the father of the famous Reici~
stas; regelution - for perce. .
Main ‘Cause of Animus,

Most of the animvs against Erzherger
is wue to the role he playdd during the
days immediately preceding the signing
of Dpeace.

It was he who dratted the “Honor re-
servaticne” to the pcace treaty that
were sernt to Versailles and by which Ger
many tried to kill the {treaty para-
graphs putting Germany on record as
confesging her guilt in causing the war,
#nd pledging the surrender of the
“war criminals.”’ :

But when the time came for the na-
tional gssembly .to vote ‘‘ves” or “no” it
was also Erzberger who swung the ma-
jority for- “yes.” ' He did this by tell- °
ing the party leaders he had prlvate -
authentic information to the effect that
the allies would not insist upon ‘honor
paragraphs. When Clemenceau's last
letter came, putting before Germany the
alternative of signing ‘on the otted

| line”” or having to face invasion, it was

too late 1o hedge.
Never Forgave Him.

The nationalists have never forgiven
Erzberger for what they consider a de- -
lirerate trick, and when he capped the
climax of hig political activities by hay
ing himself taken Into the Bauer cab-
inet, assuming both the vme-cha.nc&}-

e
fury of Helfferich and the latter’s follow-
ers knew no bounds.

Then began a series of revelations
showing FErzberger to have been the
virtual father of the German annexation-
ist policies, and a vigorous Pan-German
thruout the early vears of the war. This
he has since a2dmitted. adding that he
sponsored these policies because he had
neen deluded into-the fdea that Germany
wrs fighting a purely defensive war.

Today’'s attemnt on his life is expect-
ed to become the centre of important
political developmentg in Germany.

' Military Terms of Trealy

Not Acceptable to Hungary

Basle, Jan. 26.—A despatch from
Budapest says Hungary’s military re-
presentative at Neuilly has submitted

| to the entente plenipotentiaries a mem-

orandum declaring that the militar
clauses in the treaty drawn up for

| Hungary are not acdeptable.

It is asserted that the army of
35,000, as allowed by <he treaty, 1=
not sufficlent to maintain order in the
‘nterior in’view of prese:t conditioas.

.

IN ATTEMPT ON ERZBERGER |
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