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n^vcrsod ? No, my l)relhn>n, ii., ; they arc scrurod to us by the
" Clrcumdnion of Christ.'' Is it cvc-j so ; tlini whcr ; is the

siirn of the covenant r Where is the " scat of Ihe righteousms.i

which is by faith 1 " \\\> have th. in in the " n-nshing of
rcgtncration.'^* We have tlieni in tlie sacrament of cir JJaptisin

into the name of the Lord Jesus ! And so Haptisni is now to

us 'vhal Circumcision was to the ancient children of the cove-
nant—ii i; th'! m(!aro whereby we are achiiitted into the Church
of God : and 11k, who fulfilled ilie one, ordained liie oilier in io

stead; IJr who on the ei;;litli day was rircuiiici.'--e(i because He
was '' borr under the Lnuu^i has tauiiht i by Hi;, example,
that it is never too soon to enter into covenii svith o.ir Father
—never too soon to reeei\(i the si;L,ai of o'u uloption to be His
sons and dauffhters. Nor was the command to circumcise i;iore

Litrict and ln]i)erative, than that by which it was superseded,

when the uji-eat Lord and Mediator of the re.iewed covenant sent

forth his Apostles to make disciples of all nations, and to " bap-
tize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy (rhost."X It was then that all the privih^L^es and blessings

annexed io Circumcision wen; transferred to the sacrament of
Baptism thus ordained by Christ himself, as a means whereby
we receive the same, and a pledge to assure us thereof.*^* And
now to netrlcot this sacred ordiiKinee is to despise the authority

of our Lord and Saviour, and to place ourseHes in the condition

of those excommunicated men who in former days " hrolce the

covenant, and mere cut offfrom the people of the 'Lord^W
Great is the tnith an(l sweel t!ie consolation to be derived

from this event of our Saviour's life ; and \s hile it t':'aches the

necessity of fulfilling all the righteous ordinances of die Church,
assures us that all the mercies of the Gospel are free, and that

all its promises are :o us and to our children. " And xchcn the

eight days were accomplished for the circwncising of the child,

theycaf'ed his name J;:sus." The Law is fulfilled—Christ was
the end of it—still His covenant of gra'. standeth sure, and the

blessings promised to the Church are neither lessened nor
limited, now that the admission into :i is by tiie more spiritual

sacrament of holy Baptism. Yes. my brethren, the "promise is

to us and to our children ; "U and like the children of Abraham,,
after the example of die Holy Child Jf.sus, we may enter the

covenant as soon as we are born ; and this being the case, is it
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