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crcumstances. ibr the regular and systematic .n,Hth.r>n, o h. co^n.

bations of the people, scope boing always allowed lor th. Udl .nd U..

outgoing of Christian principle and love, for the brins-nsoi every man

and"wom.-n, youn, man and nnviden. to realize their osvn md.v.dnal re.-

ponsibiutv, and to act according to ti»eir o>vn eonsel-ntions convections.

In the de'visin^ of this nlun or scheme, much, of course, .nan depend on

the external po.uion and circam.lances of the Church, and it is the part

of true wisdom for the om:e-hc.re.. of the Church to accommodalu

themselves to these circimstanees. It i. our decided opiuu.n that lor

the Sustenta.ion of the Ministry, whether we reszard the competent sup-

port, and comfortable independ.-nce of the Ministers on the one hand, or

the chcrishin- of a spirit of catholicity amonjr,t the various congregali-

ona on the other, a cou.mon central fu.uh out of which all may re-

ceive a proportionate dividend, h the be.t mode; and that tor M.s.tona-

rv objects, conorc-ational associations, when vigorously worked, are

more likely to secure a larger revenue than congregational collection..

But whatever views may be entertained on these points, that some plan

is indispensable, no one will question for a moment. Better, vastly

better, some svstem, however clun.sy at.d unwieldy, than no system at

Hll-providcd that svstem be well worked, be vigoiou.ly carried out.--

And here an important duty devolves on the ollice-bearers, and especial-

ly on the Elders and Deacons, namely, seeing to it that the collectors and

n-ents of di.uricts, or of a certain number ol families, do the work as-

signed them, regularly and steadily. Attending to this would

mi'htily encourage the collectors iliems.dves, and excite a deep-

tr°sympathy in the hearts of otnce Ixarers, on behalf of these A-

gents, in their arduous and delicate undertaking, as well as serve to bhow

the people that the giving of their substance unto the Lord is not to oe

re-arded in the light of u mere Enancial affair, but of a sacred obligation,

auU.oritatively imposed upon tbeai by Him whose they are, and from

whom they derive their all.

But if the office-bearers of the Church have high and important du-

ties to discharge in this .natter, so has the private Christian; and to theae

we must now briefly advert,

1st, They oughitogivetothis duty,-the duty of supporting divine or-

dinances, a priority of claim, in the disposal of their worldly means. la

it not much to be feared that in a great majority of instances, even of

those who give with commendable liberality, this is made the last instead

of the first subject of consideration in the appropriation of the means

that u bountiful i'lovidence hath committed to them. Whatever id re-

auiied for the supply of their bodily wantfl, or the temporal comfort and


