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respecting' affiliation in 1870, an effort was inajo still further to
increase the endowinent, which resulted in the addition of several
thousands of dollars. In the tuidst of this niov<.'nient the Collejje

buildiri",', witli nearly all its contents, was destroyed hy fire. With
adniiralde alacrity the people rallied to the work of rehuildinj,', and
in a little more than one year two buildinjLjH wen^ coippletfcl and
furnished, one for the use of tin; College, the other for a Ladies'
Seminary, at a cost of about .*45,000. Since that time subscriptions
have been f,'iven which practically cancel the del)ts on tie buildin<,'s.

Thus within some twelve yeai-s the endowment has been raised from
about .1*40,000 to .ii!lO0,OO6; buildings have been erected at a cost,

exclusive of the insurance money, of ^57,000 ; the Colle«,'e, with an
enlarf,'ed stall' of instructors and an increasing; rate of expenditure,
has been maintained in the interval ; and, if we count the subscrip-
tions to the debt as paid, the board are ijow substantially free from
indebtedness, wit* the de])artments under thei; care indica ing at
least as muiih pi.yiiMse of f^rowth and increase of usefulness as at
any time in the past. Certainly in view of this we may thank God
and take courage.

In regard to theological education the clianges of the pei-iod Iiave
terminated in the adoption of a new policy. Since 1870 various
attempts have been Uiade to meet the demand that something should
be done to provide theological instruction for our students. But the
iuvaiiable experience has been, that whatever might be attempted at
Acadia in connection with this subject, a large number of our
brethren were not satisfied. They urged that it would be better
for our theological students to study elsewhere, and that the energies
of our people should be concentrated on strengtliening the arts course.

In the midst of the perplexities of the board by reason of these con-
flicting views, the proposition came from our brethren in Ontario
tliat all the Baptists of Canaua should accept one institution as their
theological sclu)ol. We acceded to this and our deliberations and
discussions regarding theological education are presumably at an
end. Whatever the Baptists of the Maritime Provinces may judge
to be best in the future, /or years to come our churches will look to
Toronto as the immediate source from which they are to receive
their ministers and their missionaries. Here we ought to make
grateful mention of the munificent liberality of Senator McMaster
in bestowing such bountiful gifts to promote the education of minis-
ters for the Baptists of Canada. Expressions of thankfulness are
due to him for what he has done, and to God for all He has wrought
through the heart and the ha'id of His honored servant.
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