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and sanction as the birthright of all rational beings.

Hence the cheerfulness with which they submitted to

the disfranchisement of their rights as subjects of their

respective governments n their own countries, the pa-

tience and perseverance with which they bore their pri-

vations and hardships " as strangers and pilgrims" in

" the howling wilderness," among savages, wolves,
and tigers, as well as the facility and determination

with which they resisted all encroachments upon their

chartered rights as Christians and freemen, and finally

succeeded in establishing their independence on a
broad, and as we humbly hope, an enduring foundation.

For though these people came from a land where
monarchy reigned, and aristocracy triumphed over the

liberties of the many, and some of them from coun-
tries where high-toned episcopacy, priding itself in its

hereditary exclusive powers and privileges, had as-

serted the divinity of its origin
; yet neither the mo-

narchy nor the aristocracy, nor yet the episcopacy
emigrated; neither a monarch, bishop, nor archbishop
ever trod the North American soil ! Enjoying their

emoluments at home, and living in luxurious indolence

on their own ample patrimonies in the bosom of their

friends, protecting and being protected by each other,

these hereditary lords of the soil and of the church
were content to let the people seek an asylum from
their oppression where alone they could enjoy those

blessings for which they in vain sighed, and sought,

and prayed in their own country. They were the

people^ therefore, and not their oppressive rulers, aided,

indeed, in some instances, by a few high-minded and
philanthropic spirits, who could claim kindred with
" high blood " who emigrated to these shores. Galled
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