
be

e who tf)*'

e be an;

ideratioi

iestion,

uotives <
•

o suppo t

ih is no\

r the dis

lort tim
operatioi .

o procu -0

iselves '

ef. The
ed desti-

until tlv:

admitte'i

of mail!

lorkhous

e periov

Inable hi;!>

to remove to Canada, and it will be found
that, even as a matter of economy, the
balance greatly preponderates in favour
of emigration. But whether a destitute

labourer be sustained in the workhouse
or not, this argument leads to the same
result. If unemployed, his maintenance
imposes a burden upon the community

;

and, for the most part, upon that portion of
the community which is least able to bear
it. If, through the want of employment,
500,000 persons are, upon an average,

supported, throughout the year, at the

expense of others, the lowest amount at

which their maintenance can be calculated

is 1,500,000/. per annum. !Now, I am
persuaded that half this sum applied an-
nually to emigration would, withiin a few
years, almost wholly extinguish pauperism
amongst the labouring population of Ire-

land. In connection with this view of the
subject, it will be remembered by the

House that, at the time when the Irish

Poor Law was under discussion, all the

leading advocates of that measure— all

the successive Committees and Commis-
sions which investigated the condition

of the Irish poor— recommended that a
well-regulated and extensive emigration
should he coupled with whatever measures
were to be adopted for their relief, as an
essential accompaniment. I now call upon
the Noble Lord to fulfil the engagement
which was then held out, that emigration
should be concurrent with and subsidiary

to the imposition of a poor rate on Ire-

land.

Having now, Sir, established, bevond
controversy, that a large portion of the

industrious population of the United
Kingdom are unable to procure adequate
employment at home, and that they are

frequently exposed thereby to the most
cruel privations, I have next to convince

the House that, in many of the British

colonies, an intense demand exists for an
additional supply of labour. I shall, upon
this occasion, exclude from consideration

those colonies in which the climate pre-

cludes Europeans from undertaking con-

tinuous labour. The House is aware, in-

deed, that, in British Guiana, in Trinidad,

in Mauritius, and in Jamaica, a very ur-

gent demand for labour has arisen since

the abolition of negro slavery ; and, in my
opinion, it is essential to the prosperity of

these colonies, that a supply of free black

labourers should be encouraged to immi-
grate, under such regulations as shall ef-

fectually guarantee their liberty, and the

improvement of their condition. With-
out, however, entering, at large, into this

subject, I may be permitted to mention

an interesting fact which has been brought

under my notice. It seems tlwit the
mountainous parts of the Island uf Ja-
maica are not unsuited to the European
constitution ; and I am intbrmod that,

during the last year, the mcrcuntile house
of Mitchell took out from Ireland 141

emigrants, to be employed upon their

mountain property in that ixlund. It has
been stated to' me that, hitherto, the ex-
periment promises to be equally advan-
tageous to the emigrants and to their

employers ; but,' though this is a circum-
stance deserving of notice, on such an oc-

casion as the present, I do not feel that suf-

ficient time has yet elapsed to have tested

the success of the experiniont, and there-

fore I am not inclined to found upon it

any argument in favour of labour emi-
gration from Great Britain to the West
indies. I therefore apply myself solely

to those colonies which, beyond all doubt,

open a promising field to the eniigrant

labourers of the United Kingdom. In
beginning with New South Wales, I have
experienced no other difficulty than in

making a selection from the mass of evi-

dence of unvarying tenor, which is con-

tained in papers laid before this House,
tending to prove the intensity of the de-

mand for labour in that coloiiy. I refer,

now, to the Emigration Reports laid upon
the table during the years 1838, 1839, and
1840. I ought, perhaps, to mention that,

during the last three or four years, a
Special Committee of the Legislative

Council has been appointed to make in-

quiries with respect to the best mode of

conducting immigration into the colony

of New South Wales. Their inquiries

have been particularly directed to ascer-

tain the additional supply of labour re-

quired in different parts of the colony.

The extracts which I am now about to

quote are taken from the evidence ap-

pended to their Report of the year 1838.

John Coghill, J. P., says,—
During the last two years, I liavt found it

impossible to procure sufficient ':V,.:ur in any

shape. 1 was. offering 7«. and 8s. a-day for

common labourers to no purpose ; and, the year

before, 1 was compelled to leave forty or fifty

tons of hay on the ground, to spoil, for want of

labourers to bring it in.

G. M. Slade, commissioner for the as-

signment of convicts, in order to show
the demand for labour, states, —

1 have, at this moment, before mc, from ICCOO
to 12,000 applications, which, from dearth of

means, I have not been able to comply with.

I may here observe, that, as the system

of assigning convicts to individuals has

been very properly abolished since this

Report was sent over, the diminution thus

arising in the supply of convicts must
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