
vi preface:
fpedion and corrcftion of the Author, who has alio cor-

reded all the proof ftieets from the prefs. V'J^^Ji^'^'V'iiJ*^*^'*

After all the pains which have been taken, and the «x*

penfe beftovved upon the Work, it muft not be ei^peftdd,

for it is not pretended, that the Work is free from errors.

Its nature, and the circumftance of its being the firft work
of the kind in this country, upon fo large a fcale, render

its prefent perfe<Sion next to an rmpoflibility. The Au»
thor, confcious of having done his utmoft to render it

complete, accurate and ufeful, folicits the candor of his

readers, and particular!/ a correftion of every error, how-
ever fmall, which falls under their obfcrvation. It is hoped

that no very important or offenfive error wiXL be found in

the Work. - > - --O'- . ,.. --^ > ... -cvur ..,•})..'\rf

In explanation of the Work, it is proper to obferve,

that the number- of inhabitants in the feveral ftates, coun-

ties and towntj, except in the ftates of New-York and Ten-

neflee, where there has been jl later enumeration, is taken

from an official copy of the gen<3ral cenfus of 1790.

The diftances and bearings of places are taken, in mod
inftances, either from the lift of Poft-OfRces ; the tables

in Regifters and Almanacks, the Journals of travellers, the

records or Journals of Legiflatures, manufcript furveys,

or from maps, In this part of the work, where the dif-

tances have been meafurcd on maps, which, in too many
inftances, are not to be depended on, the Author is ap-

preheniive that fome errors will be found. The diftances

are generally reckoned as the roads run. When it is con-

fidered how liable tranfcribers and printers are to miftakes,

in a work where figures and fingle letters ftanding for

v/ords, make fo great a part of it ; how great confufion

the multitude of places of the fame name in different ftates,

and many times in the ftate, muft create, and how difficult

it is for an Author to correct a work of this complex kind,

an apology will readily be found by a candid mind for a

confiderablc number of miftakes, Ihould they be found, in

refped to the diftances, bearings, latit\idc8 and ^ngitudes

of places, . , Tli^
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