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mentioned an epidemical distemper, called in

the Mexican language matlazahualt ; but at

Vera Cruz, Carthagena, and other places; known
by the name of the black vomit, which is the

chief scourge of the kingdom of Mexico, In

1736 and 1787 it swept away above one third

^of the inhabitants of the capital ; and in 1761
* and 1762 it almost depopulated the kingdom.
Alzate thinks that^this disorder proc^lids from
the bile mixing with the blood, th6 patitnt often

bleeding at the iaose and moiith ; and a relapse

is extremely dangerous. He dissuades purga-
tives and bleeding, a^ when used for other dis-

orders they superinduce the matldzahimlt, whicK
in Mexico always liegun among the Indians,

and was chiefly confined to them. May not
this disorder be as much allied with the yellow
fever as the black and yellow jaundice ? The
Spanish physicians might at any rate be con-

sulted, as they have long been accustomed to

the American maladies; and it is hoped that

this hint may not be unsubservient to the inte-

rests of humanity.
Seasons.—The seasons in the United States

generally correspond with those in Euroi)e, but
not with the equality to be expected on a con-

tinent ; as, even during the summer heats, single

days will occur which require the warmth of a
fire. The latitude of Labrador corresponds

with that of Stockholm, and that of Canada
with France, btit what a wide difterence in the

temperature ! Even the estuary of the Dela-
ware is generally frozen for six weeks every
winter. Nor does the western coast of North
America seem warmer than the eastern. The
numerous forests, and wide expanses of fresh

water, perhaps contribute to this conip(u*ative

coldness of tlie climate, which may gradually

yield to the progress of population and industry.

Face op thk Counthy.—The face of these

extensive territories is not so mimitely diversi-

fied as might have been expected, the features

of jiature being ht-re on a larger and more uni-

form scale than in Europe. Nor are there any
scones of clussiciil or historical reminiscence,

wlii<'h transport the mind to remote centuries,

and impart a crowd of relative idccis. The
abundance of timber, and the diversity of the

foliage, contribute greatly to enrich the land-

sctq)e ; but it is here reputed a weed, and the

planter seldom spares trees near his habitation,

as the roots having no great room to spread or

penetrate, they would be dangerous during a

violent wind. • -What a beautiful country, not
disgraced by a single tree,' is an idea purely

American. The landscape is less ennobled by
lofty mountains than by rivers of great magni-
tude ; and is frequentlj'^ injured by the barren

aspect of large fields, which have been exhaust-

ed by the culture of tobacco, and which scarcely

produce a weed or a pile of grass. The north-

ern provinces caUed New England are generally

hilly, as they approaoh tiie skirts of the Apala-

diian chain, which has, by no unfit similitude,

been called the Jipine of the United territory.

The vales in these northern regions are thickly

clothed with wood, and often pervaded by con-

siderable rivers; and many romantic cascades

are formed by rivulets falling from the rocks,

while towards the shore the land is level and
sandy. In Virginia, a central state, the Blue
Mountains, and other ridges of the Apalachian,

add great charms and variety to the prospect;

which is further enlivened by many beautiful

plants and birds, particularly the humming bird,

sucking the honey of various flowers, and ra-

pidly glancing in the sun its indescribable hues
of green, purple, and gold. Here a plain firom

150 to 200 miles in breadth, reaching from the
motmtains to the sea, is studded with the villas

of rich proprietors, the ancient hospitable coun-
tiy gentlemen of the United States. Similar

levels appear in the Carolinas and Georgia.

—

Beyond the Apalachian ridges extends another
rich plain of amazing size, pervaded by the
muddy waves of the Mississippi, which does
not appear to be table land, but on nearly the
same level Avith the eastern plain. In Kentucky
the surface is agreeably waved with gentle
swells, reposing on a vast bed of limestone ; and
a track of about twenty miles along the Ohio
is broken into small hills and narrow vales.

Son-.—The soil, though of various descrip-

tions, is generally fertile, often, on the east of
the Blue Mountains, a rich brown loamy earth,

sometimes u yellowish clay, which becomes more
and more sandy towards the sea. Sometimes
there are considerable marshes, and what are
called salt meadows, and spots called barrens,

which, even in the original forests, are found to
be hare of trees for a considerable space. On
the west of the Apalachian chain the soil is also

generally excellent; and in Kentucky some
spots aie deemed too rich for wheat, but the
product may amount to sixty bushels an acre

:

and about six feet below the surface there is


