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feared the Master of the life of all men, who ruled

the sea and all the world, and therefore would think

it happiness to lay down our lives to make his name

known to all his creatures." However Nikanapc'a

discourse hul put some of our men under such ter-

rible apprehensions, that we could never recover

their courage nor remove their fears ; so that six of

them who had the guard that night, (among which

were two sawyers, the most necessary of our work-

men for building our ship) ran away, taking with

them what they thought necessary. But consider-

ing the country through which they were to travel,

and the season of the year, we may say, that for

avoiding an uncertainty, they exposed themselves

to a most certain danger,

Mr. la Salle seeing those six men were gone, ex-

horted the rest to continue firm in their duty ; as-

suring them, that if any were afraid of venturing

themselves upon the river of Missisippi, because of

the dangers Nikanape had mentioned, he would give

them leave to return riext spring to Canada, and al-

low them a canoe to make their voyage ; whereas

they could not venture to return home at this time

of the year, without exposing themselves to perish

with hunger, cold, or the hands of the savages.

On the fifteenth, we made choice of an eminence

on the br.nk of the river, defended on that side by

the river, and on two others by two deep ditches

made by the rains, so that it was accessible only by

one way. We cast a line to join those two natural

ditches, and made the eminence steep on every side,

supporting the earth with great pieces of timber.

By the first of March, our fort was near finished,
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