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Canal routes. !• ir (Hi l.indin^r ilnrr hniu

till- ()( I'.iii ^tciiiicr, the ;,'()(iiIn of the

IravL-llcr, il l)(Hii(lii in Canada— liis liorsi-s

arc allducd iliri>iijr|i duty Irci'— have to

pay duty to tlic I'nitcd States (loverninent.

or, it the i|naiility is lar,i;e enoiij,'l>, tlie

traveller ean avoid |ia\in,i( ( iisloni iliar^'es

liy liavini( his i^^oods placed under the

eliar^'e ( ! a ciistdui ollicer, ulio a( idU)-

panies them through the narrow strip of

I'liited Slates territory until the Canadian
i'ouiidary at the lakes is reached. Tlie

(•liar>,'e I'or this serv ic<' is, ! I)elie\c,

seven doll.irs per da\. < )n n'a( hin,!,"-

the latter line, if he has hills to prove

that his oiitlit was hou.niit in any part

ot Canada, he jjasses throuj^h free of

_
tliai;,^'.

.As it fre(|uently h;i|p|icns that pro-

spectors coiniiif.,'- from the I'nited Stati'S

jiorts arc literally |)eiiiiiless l)\- the time

they reach the Canadian line at the lakes,

and cannot pay the Canadian duties, the

custom officials there rcMirt to a novel

e.\|iediei:t of collecliiiL,'- ihr dut\' : ihev

make them work on am of the numerous
johs entailed \>\ the hllildilin; n\' the |)ost,

credit iiiL;- them with a daih' \\a.i;f at

current rates. Though in some cases it

is said the delay thus caused has prevented

the men from re.'ichini,^ their destination

lu'lore ice on the \'ukon stopped their

])roj;ress, thus ohli^iuL,'- them to |)ass

the winter in some hastily constructed

river -sidi' sludK r, the plan has so far

workeil fairly well without causing sitIous

fricticjn.

There are two or three other, so-ca'led

"all Canadian," routes to Klondike from

the South and from llii' {'".ast. Of these,

liy far the best is the Stikeen route,

which, as the name indicati-s, follows up
that river for about one hundred and fifty

miles to Teleirraph Creek, the old startinii;-

point for the once-famous Cassiar mines,

and thence via 'I'eslin Lake and the

IIootalin(]ua River. This route is s})oken

of very favourably, and si'cins to present

none of the bad features that caused so

much misery and hjss on the Lynn Canal
routes during the past summer. J'he

watersheds crossed by the trail from the

Stikeen River to Teslin Lake are not ice

so

o

ami siiow -( civerctl passes, and thou!;h tho

transportation of gooiU even li\ ihal rout*'

is possible only duriiii; lour or live months
of the year, when the Stikeen is navi,y;able

for light river - steamers, it looks as if

that were an easier route than over the

L\nn Canal p.asses. However, one must
remember that < hanges in tht; way of

improvements i(» trails can be carried out

i|uicklyb\ the willing hands of hundreds

f gold-Ncckers or by persons interested in

attracting tra\ il, tli.it it is unwise toexjiress

di'cideil opinions (oik crning the advan-

tages of (he several routes. The object of

these pages is merely to indicate their

whereabouts and to sound a note of warn-

ing to exercise care in following the advice

of pecuniarily interested agents, whose
objiM-t it is to attract travellers to oi;c special

route. By the time travel will be possible

next s|)ring, the Canadian (iovernmeiit

will, no doubt, h.ive taken steps that

reliable information on this ini|)ortant

point is made public.'''' Since tne writer's

brief visit to Alaska, many changes have

occurred, am' recent events will make
even more sweei)ing and sjieedy alterations

the rule rather than ihr exceiilioii.

All the news so far to hand from the

Klondike and its triimtaries, as well as

from the Stewart River, confirms the

plien(jnn'nal richness of the stream-beds,

more particularly so considering the small

amount of work so far expended on
claims. The latt(>r is, of course, ac-

counted for by the extreme remoteness

of the spot, the scarcity and great ])rice

of labour—men working for others obtain

i'l.y^ £i P'T day—and the costliness of all

supplies, flour being sold last spring, just

before thi' arrival of the first steamer, at

the rate of ^,"14 ])er sack of 50 lb. Your
" old timer," the man who has knocked
about all his life in the mining camps of

California, Idaho, and British Columbia,
loves to see " grub sky-high," for it is

the surest indication that " dust "'
is

pli'ntiful. Diggings are rich when a

bottle of beer costs a sovereign, and
whisky sells at a dollar the ni]). Ihit

I.

* Tlie nevv>|)a|)ers report tliat no fewer tliaii

seventeen railway charters over tlie various Yulion
routes have been applied for.


