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4he earth, and subdue it.^^ Now, the just construction of this command,
accompanied witii a blessing, is, that our great progenitor, and his ]X)stciity,

should subdue t/ie cart/i; a[\ou\d turn tiie subsequent curse into a blessing;

should overthrow the ''thorns, aLo, and the thistles," and with the sweat

of their face should cat their bread, and earn it too; should bring into sub-

jection and under the dominion of Adam's posterity, that 'ground that was
cursed for his sake. But the idea which my honorable friend seems to have
is, that these women, and children, and Chinese, must subdue the people

already there.

But although, Mr. Chairman , this iVioc^tt^i/y-policy was doubtless our
true policy, it is no longer so. Although prtcipUancy , of all things, is

to be most avoided, any long delay^m setding this question, is exceed-

ingly dangerous; we wish no hasty action, and as little any long postpone-

ment of the question. The ditlicully in question should be at once com-
promised—negotiations ought to be resumed. I care not by whom the pro-

position to resume the negotiation is first made. So long as the real honor
•of the country is not compromised, it is unmanly triHing, for either party

to risk a war 4ipon some punctilio of diplomatic ceremony, as to who is to

uiake the first advance toward negotiation and peace.

In the present excited state of the public mind, there is serious danger that

the question, if left open and unsettled, will inevitably lead to a collision be
tween the two Governments. It will, in the first instance, lead to a collision

in Oregon; and we all know that in case of such a coUision, the death of
•one person, as surely as the death of one hundred, would lead, in all proba-

bility , to a war.

That this result will almost certainly follow from delay, let us look with
«omecare at the existing laws of G. Britain in relation to this territory, and the

proposed legislation of Congress of precisely the same character. I con-

sider this question of quite as much importance as the question of notice,

and intimately connected with it.

It is a somewhat singular fact, that the nature and provisions of the En-
lish laws on this subject have been misconceived in the various diiscussions

-and negotiations heretofore had. It has been taken for granted that the

English statute of 1821, I and 2 Geo. 4th, extended only to British sub-

jects; and that American citizens, either by express exception or impliedly,

were excluded from the operations of the law. The President himself, in

liis annual message, observes:

" They are anxious that our laws should be extended over them, and I recommend that this

be done by Congress with ns little delay as possible, in the full extent to ^vhit-h the British Par-
liament have proceeded in reeard to Bntish ntbjtcts in that territory, by their act of July the se-

cond, 1S21, *' for regulating tne fur trade, and esiablishing a criuiinul and civil jurisdiction wittun
certain parts of North America." By this act. Great Britain extcndtd her tuws and juriadietion,

civil and criminal, over her aubjertt engaged in the fur trade tn that leiritory. By il, the courls of
the province of ijpper Canada were empowered to take cogniziuice of causes civil and criminal.
Justices of the ])eacc and other judicial officers were authorized to be appointed in Oregon, with
power to execute all process issuing from the courts of that province, and to " ek and hoW
courts of record for the tri ' of criminal offences and misdemeanors," not made the subject of
capital punishment; and also of civil cases, where the cause of action shall not "exceed in value
the amount or sum of two hundred pounds."

It is not, however, the fact, that the act of the British Parliament of 1821

,

or a preceding act of 1803, 43, Geo. 3d, is confined to Brilii<h subjects.

On the contrary. Great Britain note exercises exclusive soverei^vty over
Oregon . All the inhtdntants of the territory are subjected to British lawt
and to be tried by British tribunals. There is nothing in the statutes of


