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Akt. in.— 1. Notes 0)1 North America—Af/riculfural, Economical^

and Social.—By James F. W. Johnston, M.A., F.K.S. 2 vols,

post 8vo. Edinburgh. 1851.

2. Leiires siir VAmcrique. Par X. Marmier. 2 vols. 12mo.

Paris. 1851.

3. Travels in America. A Lecture delivered hy the Earl of

Carlisle before tlie Leeds Mechanics' Institution and Literary

Society. Tenth edition. 1851.

4. A Glimpse of the Great Western Rcpnhlic. By Lieut.-Colonel

Artluu' Cunyn<2:hame, autlior of 'An Aide-de-canip"s Recollec-

tions of Service in China.' 8v(). 1851.

BESIDES quotin<>: freely from the concise practical volumes

of Mr. Johnston, and availinjT ourselves, now and then,

of those by the acute and observant, but diffuse and rather

sentimental M. Marmier, as well as of Lord Carlisle's graphic

Lecture, and the shrewd although rapid Glimpse of Colonel

Cu'" nghame, we mean also on this occasion to make c(msiderable

use of the latest columns of the American press. Already, fresh

as these title-pages are, such supplementary information is in-

dispensable. Indeed, so extensive are the changes which the

agency of man is continually eflecting in the Western World, that

there is little exaggeration in the statement made l)y one of our

authors—that ' a book might be written every six months by the

same traveller periodically revisiting the same scenes, and yet

possess in a high degree the cliarm of novelty.'

Professor Johnston's expedition was not one of mere spon-

taneous curiosity. He was invited to deliver a course of lectures

before the great meeting of tlie \ew ^ ork Agricultural Society at

Syracuse. And in ]\ew Brunswick a more arduous task awaited

his arrival ; for, as soon as his acceptance of the New York call

became known, he had been requested by the Governor and
House of Assembly to examine that province, with the view of

preparing a Report upon its agricultural capabilities. These
missions he successfully accomplished, and afterwards visited our
other North American provinces, as well as the Eastern and part

of the Soutliern States of the Union, returning to this country,

after an active six months' tour, in April 1850. We have now
to thank him for a narrative of great and varied instructi(m. Hi?
views are calm, and remarkably unprejudiced ; thougli a Liberal,

his book shows but traces of the bigotry of partisanship.

One of the first subjects he enters upon—and he often recurs

to it—is the discontent prevailing in our American provinces,

and the desire, openly expressed by many, for annexaticm to the

States
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