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:ad that speech

"Parliamenta-

It word to the

last. They will find there not one syllable comra*
dieting the assertions made, and inferenccH drawn,
by his great rival, in the forejgoing extrnctu. Mr.
FV)X had said, that Spain's claim of exclusive terri-

tory in Spanish America was sanctioned by treaty

stipulations and was founded in justice. No
denial of this by Mr. Pitt. Mr. Fox had as-

serted, that either Nootka, if indeed Noolka was
restored, or a yet more northern Spanidh si;tt!*MTient,

if such nIiouIu hcrcuftcr be found, was iho ninrK of

limit on the north, of Spanish America. Mr. Pitt's

silence admits the accuracy of this interpretation.

Mr. Pox had declared, that to the soiitj) of theue

Ureat Britain had renounced all right of 8ovcrei»;nty

or permanent settlemefit. That, too, by passing it

over unttnswered, Mr. Pitt concedes. Nay, the

British minister goes further yet. In reply to the

inference deduced by Mr. F'ox from the above, tluU

"every new regulation was a concession, not an uc-

ijuisilion," Mr. Pitt admius:

"That though what this country (Oreat llif^un^ li.id

gained con.Hiiiifd nut of iiuw rigltto, it cuitdinly Uil ui new
advantaijoii."—/I. KIOJ.

And then he proeeods to cxputiute—on tenitoriul

rights acijui red.' on the privilege of settlement south
toSan Froncisco? Not u word of it; but on the

whale fishery and its advantages; and therewith he
winds up his sfiecch.

Now is it credible— i.i it conceivable even—that a

minister, than whom one more abl ; in debate or

more accomplished in diplomacy never guided tlie

destinies of Britain, should have listeneil to ,"iil tlicijc

assertions, thus publicly put forth in the Nclionnl
Legislature, by a member hardly second to himseir
in talent and in stunding ; knowing, too, that, the

next morning, the thousand tongues of the prena

were to declare tiiese aloud, to England, to Spain, to

the civilized world ; U it, I ask, within the bounds
of possibility, that such a minister should have suf-

fered all this, without protest or contradiction, if .-aiy

protest eould reach, if any contradiction could dis-

prove it.> It iu not credible, not conceivable, not pos-
sible. No man, who stands on his reputation for

common sen.se, will argue or believe it.

The conclusion is irresistible, that, let England's
pretensions on the i'Vorthwest coast, be, at the pres-

ent day, what they will, they extended, in 1700, no
further than to a joint right of settlement, north of
latitude forty-nine and a half, shared with her
eaually by Spain. Such \vm, then, the " acknowl-
edgment of existing rights," which, Mr. Pukenham
declares, "cannot be revoked at tlie pleasure of either
party."

I might here rest, without another word, the whole
case. But it is tiseful as well •; -• eitrious, to pursue
the matter a litiie further, and lrui;e the growiii of
these pretensions of England, from their modest
shape in 1790, to their overgrown form at the pres-
ent day.

The first opportunity on which England, in ac-
cordance with u policy which has gradually secured
to her the dominion of a large portion of tlie world,
aaw fit to push onward her territorial claims in

Northwestern America, was the ai>pointment of
commissioners to curry out the first article of the
Nootka convention.

The Cttlebratcd navigator Vancouver, was ap-
pointed on behalf of Et.gland, and a Seilor Uuadra,
on the part of Spain. They met ut Nootka, in Au-
gust 1792; and the account of their negotiation is

giTcn to us by Vancouver, in the narrative of his

voyage. Their respective views as to the matten
in dispute were soon found to diflfer very widely.

diiadra maintained, that Meares never had actu-
ally purc.ased any land ft Nootka; that he had nev-
er even had posscssiun of any, except a single spot,

"forming nearly an equilateral triangle, not extend-
ing a hundred yards on any wne side, bounded in

front by the sea; and on the other two sules by high
cj-oggy rockn;" on which i;!olntrd spot Mr. Mearea
had erected his temporary residence. Ilo adduced,
in proof of his assertions, the testimony of two
American captains. Gray and Ingrahani, who had
been present at Noolka in 1788 and during the

whole proceedings in 1789. These gentlemen de-

pose, that tiiougfi they retnain«'d there nine months
and could converse perfectly with the natives, they

never heard of any purcliu.se of land by M« ares.

In regard to buildinge, oiid in proof that even the

above spot of ground wa.s abandoned by Meares,
wlicn hiS lci,st vessel, the Iphcgcnia, commanded by
a Captain Douglass, left the Sound, in the autumn
of 1788, they add:

"(»n the arrival of the < olnnibia, in the yoar 1789, there
was ,1 lioMsc, or rather a hut, ronsiKlinj; of roiiph poMtfl,

covered with t>oardy, niado by Die Indians: but tbii Captaiu
llou'j^la^.s piilli d to pivrc!:, prior to Iiih sailing; lor tlic sand-
>wieh islamls, tlie sanie yci-r. The boards he took on board
the ljih(';;c'nia, and the foot he ^ave to Captain Kendrick,
whieii was cut up and Used as firewood on board the Co-
luinliia; Kuthat, on the arrival of Don Martiiie'A, there was)

no vestige of any house remaining."— Prop/i ond lUtutrm-

tiiint to Greenhuw's Ihiiion, ;i. 416.

Under these circumstances Sefior Quadra very
naturally concluded, that Meares had been dispos-

.sessed of neither lands nor buildings; and, conse-

quently, that there was "nothing to deliver up.'*

He observed, at the same lime, (so Vancouver in-

forms us:)

"That S'unlkii oujit in be thi' last o>- most northwardly
SjiituUh s.-ifle-neiit; that Ihfi'' the difidin^ jioivt should htfix-

fd; and that, from tlience to the, nnrthwar,! shoiihl bo free

for eiitronct;, u.'^c, and commerce to both parlieii, comforma-
Idy witlithe liltli article of the cuitvculion; that oHtahlish-

ments should not !»? formed without permission of the re-

sjTectivc courts; and Mi/ /A- /'•lilisli sliovld not pass to the

south of Faca."—l'tint:o>ivrr^s i'o>j'i%r., wl. J, p. Mi.

In a word, the Spanish commissioner put upon
the provisions of the Convention the very same in-

terfiretation which h.id been put upon them, public-

ly and uncontradicted, by F'ox and others in the

British Parliament, two years before.

Subsequently, Seiior Quadra oftered to leave Van-
couver in possession of the spot Mr. Meares had
occupied, and even to plnce at his command the

houses, gardt.ns and offices then occupied by the

Spaniards, whilst himself retired; but "tpttAoul

prejudice to the legitimate right of Spain."

To this Vancouver declared, that he was not au-

thorized to agree. He contended, that the words
"buildings and tracts of land" employed in the first

article of the Convention could not possibly be con-

strued to mean merely a triangular spot hardly con-

taining one acre of ground, and

"That at least the whole port of Nootka, of which hit

Majesty's sul)ject.s had been forcibly dispossessed, and at

whicii themselves, their vesHcIs and cargoes had been cap-

tured, must have lieea the proposed object of restitution."—

V'oynse, Vol. -i p. IJ75.

He also put forward the British claim, then for

the first time asserted, to equal settlement with

Spain, South to LalUxidt thirty-eight; declaring that he

"Conceived port St. Francisco to b« the northemmoat
settlement occupied by the subjects of Hi« Catholic JMajei-

ty, in -April 1789."- Voynse, Vol. Q, ;». 3,v0.

This, by the way, was oot, in ony sense, the
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