Tue COMMERCIAL

A Journal of C ce, Ind "{s, Fi nnd
Insurance, devoted to the interests of Western
Cunady, including that portion of Ontario
west of Lake Superior, the Provinces of
Maaitoba aud  Bntish Columbia
and the Territaries.

—

Sixteenth Year of Pubication
ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY

SunscrirTioN, CANADA AND UNITED STATES,
$2.00 PER ANRUM LN ADVANCE OR $3.25 WHEN
NOT SO Patp; Orner Countuixs, $3.50 renr
ANNUM IN ADVANCE.

Chanyres for adverlisements should be in not later
than Thursday Morning.

ol '3
Advertisemnents purporting to be news matter,
or which profess to express the opinions of this
journal, will not be inserted,

Office: 181 McDermot Strect.

- D, W. BUCHANAN,
Publisher.

—

The Commerciat certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation among the business connnunity
of the sast sepiun lying betweess Lake Superior
and the Pucific Coast, than any other paper in Cane
ada, dml? or wcckiy. The Conunercial also
reaches the leading wholesale, commission, manu-
facturing and financial houses of Eastern Canada,

WINNIPEG, JANUARY 8, 1888,

THE CHINA QUESTION.

There are all sorts of rumors and
tlieories regarding the eltuation in
Ciina. Each alleged aunthority has
an explanation of the intentions of
the countries interested, and various
groupings of interests are made. Some
represent Great Britain as isolated
and all tho other powers working in
accord, while other writers throw
Japan and even Germany in  with
Great Dritain. The probability is thut
each country is working its own
game, and that each one is afrald
that thie others are trying to secure
special advantages. It i very doubt-
ful if thero b2 any general under-
standing among any group of nations
in the matter. . .

THE YUEKON TRADE.

The question of allowing foreiguens
to take outfits into the Yukon free of
cuty is agitating trade circles, par-
ticularly at tho coast. Tho sznsible
way to regulate this trade would ap-
pear to bo to apply exactly the same
regulations as govern at other ports
of entry. Goods should not be admit-
ted free toour northern gold regions
whichk would not ba admitted at any
customs port. Regarding the bond-
ing privileges, i the United States
will not eltlow iberal bonding privir
eges for <Canadian goods over the
strip of territory along tho Alaska,
coast over which tho United Statea
exerciseg jurisdiction, the Canadian.
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governmont could cloed those routes
entiroly, and thus foroa tho tmporta-
tlon of all goods vin the Canadian.
roates. The trad2 of th2 Yukon should
bo strict’y guarded and held for
Canuda.

REDUCING WAG—ES.

The new high tarilt docs not seem to
bo working well in the United States.
.Tihe new wyear is opening ifu that coun-
try with cute in wages, threatened
gtrikes and the, formation of numer-
ous new monopolistic organizations.
Operatives ot the miys at Fah River,
Lowe!l, Manchester and other places
have had their wages reduced, aflect-
Ing 20,000 operatives at Fall River
alone. In the coal districts some of
the mines are being cloexd, throwing
large numberg o! men out of cmploy-
ment., In the wire, glass, tinware,
granits wware and numerous other
branches, comwbinations are being
fornied. o

REDUCED FREIGHT
RATES
The reduced freight rates, which

went into effect on January 1, as o |

result of the agreement between the
fedzral government and the Caradian
Pactlic rallwpy for the construction
of the Crow’s Nest road, will make
n very congiderable decrease in the
cost of bringing In some classes of mer-~
chandis2, ‘The percentage o reduc-
tion on the different classes of mer-

chiandlie? included in the arrangement,.

were stated in The Commercial last
Tlie reduction in car lots from
Eastern Canada points to western
-points amounts to as much as over
$80 per car on-some of the commodi-
tles. The same.proportionate reduc-
ton &8s made on goods shipped {rom
Winnipeg to Western points, so that
the local trade will not sufler as n
consequence of the reduction in
through rates. New tariffs wiil be
Issued showing the new rates.

‘"HOLIDAY BUSINESS WITH
THE RETAIL TRADE.

A ropresentative of The Commercial
intorrogated a number of the retail
merchants of the city: as to the busi=
nes: thiey hagd done during and beloro
the holdays. In pocoge was dissatis-
faction expreszed and in most instances
the feellug was rather enthusiastic.

E. B. Nixon, of the Hudson's Bay Co.,
aald - “Hollday trade wap particu-
loxly good, better than last year. Tiw
individual days before Christmas ana
New Years, were perhaps not quite
e bleavy as lagt yeay, buff the two
weeks were very much leayier all
Alrough. We found people spending
more froely, owing’ no doubti to better
timos geperally. Al our high-olass
Christmas goods went off well,
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were praptically sold out on Christmaos
eve of goods that were anticipated to
do tiil the New Year., Wo have never
been so busy ag we have been for the
post foew mbuths. Trade le changlug,
conpotition 18 keener, but tha state

of trade aliould please any business
man.”

Mr. Preston, of tho N. R. Preston Co.,
Ltd., said: “We had tlie Lest Christ-
map trade I all my long! experiencs
here. We had a large crowd tho day
before Chrigtmas, but for two weeks or
more before our irade was good, heing
spread over o longer period than other
years. We noticed that tpeful ar-
ticles formed a large percentage of
Christmas purchasges, though weo did
o big toy trade and in fancy goods too.
For the pagt two or three months cur
trado | liop bien almost double in
volumo of -that of a, year ago.”

Barre Bros., jewellers, gald, *‘the
hoiday trade wag very, very good,
almost doubling the same period in
'068. People bought heavily, and of
thie better p'ags of goods, and our
atock of those lines was bigger than
ever. Mail orders formed a good
sharo of our Christmes business.”

Porter & Co,, wholesale and re-
tai: dea’ers in ehina, gluss and siiver-
ware, sald the trade was fully up to
expectations, the volum? of business
excxedad the same period for three or
four years past. “People seenied to
bave the cash and the desire to spend
It, anl our values gave them the op-
portunity.” This firon had a particu-
larly handsome display for Christinas.

Mr. Fred Ansley, the new nmuager
of the Hart Stationery -Co., Ltd.,
said: “We found he loliday trade
oxceedingly good; though tho major-
ity of purchoses wwere small. High
priced editlons of poats, and other
works did not se'l wel'. Tha t2ndency
seemed to b2 to get bargaius, and the
chizap, showy Amerioan editions of
books scemed to catch the trade. We
did a large mail order business.” As
Mr. Angiey only reached the city
the wezk Dbefore Christmas
from 8t. John's, N. B., his former
hiome, and this is his first expérience
hero lie could not compare with other
§easons.

W. J. Boyd: “We had a very good
month's business, the holiday trade
extending moro over the whole month
of Decembsr, and as a consejuence,
the rush just before Christmas not
being so0 great s in former years.
On the whole the holiday trade was
very patisfactory.” The wholesale
confectionery recently cstablished by
Afr. Boyad also did a big business m fin-
er lnes of goods with the city and
provincial retailers.

Alex, Taylor, bookseller and sta-
tioner, had bis hands full, and with
an extra staff for the holiday eeason
made & great many people happy,
with books, fanay goods, chlidrens’



