
THE CLJMMEREIAL

lillpe Boai of Tilde.
ANNUAL MEETING.

Tilt YILAR A It)îRliti It~rOVRtg'tT ovERt 1885.

The annual mteetinîg af te WVinnipeg Board
af Trade wa lIeiti on Tutesdlay, February let, at
Litres o'ciock p.m. in te utew Boarti Roont itu
the civie building, the chair being occupieti at
te apening by Mer. Kettuetit 2Mackeutzie, presi.

dent.
The roont hati been coînfortably aititougit

hurriediy fuarnished for te occasion, anti pe".
senteti qttite an iîtviting appearance. By a few
minutes past te o'ciock it was well 'illeti by
" large nuntber of te inembers.

The presitiett caieti te nteetitng te order at
a quarter past Lhree o'ciock, anutsketi the sec-
ret.ary te rend te minuites of lthe last meetintg,
witicit were read anti approveti.

There being tio business srising ont af the
minutes, te presiiettt caileti upon tae secretary
to read te antimal report te be presenteti by
te Council, which was rend antt is as foliows :

Your Council take pieauu<e iii preýenting this
their elgithi aututtal report

Fr-eeti front the troubles anti interrutiont(of
the regular flow of bupiness affaira, whict te
rebeli ion of 1885 brougltt duriîtg tat year, your
Council feit front titeir election in te openiug
of 1886, titat Lhey were entering upon a year in
which the trade progress of te city of Viutni-
peg anti the witolo Nortitwet, cotîlti be materi.
aliy aitiet by the efforts of those interested 1
therein. Tbey laid ont for thentacîves anti
your Boardi a year of activity anti perseverittg
effort, anti rosuits havo shown titat their caicu.
haLions were properly bautil.

Scarceiy w'îre the neceasary changes un te
by.iaws of your Boardi matie, wltict te altereti
ciretunastances of affaira dictuteti ut ltue last
annuel meeting, wltet yottr Cauncil wero calieti
upon ta look after te Board's interet9an thtt ie

interestq o! te intporters of tho city, it catmmte.
Lion witb an investigatian ordereti by te Min.
ister of Cuitans, it respotuse te a report atiopteti
et a previons meeting of Lbe Board, tutt for.
warded to saiti Minu3ter, in witich te rentoval
af the Collecter anti Surveyor of Ctistotis at
this port was aiketi for.

Your Council undertook te dîtty of substan.
iiating thefloart's charges against these officiais,
by emplôyiDg counsel anti bringing forivard
witneame, in support cf every charge umale.

Tite investigz.tion-a leuigthy ane-was doit.
ductei by yonr Council in a spirit of fairness ta,
ail coucernied, anti only with a desire to geL
cdent of te friction wiie existeti 4'tween te
importers -sd te heatis of the Department
bers, anti were caref ci ta bring forward anly
wititenses of untiaubtet i ntegrity.

As yet thte Department of uatants itas fur-
nisitet your Bloard with noa rsport îtpon Lhe it.
vestigation, anti given Do intintation of any de
cisian arriveti aL on the subjeet, altltough your
Secretary bua sveral; Limes by lutter asketi for
inch a report.

It is satiafr.ctary ta note, however, tat
changea are about. ta be matie un tite %Viinipeg
Cuistama Rouas, 'rýiih 'wiil, we hope, remove ail
cause for friction between te Board anti ta
Depart*tent, andi tta leave te Board s iL'

meinhers desire it te be-wotking in harmany
with every tiepartmnent of the Dominion Cov.
ernuient.

Very carly in the year your Bloardi wero
hiraughit face ta face witit the atnaying question
of tiiscriininatiug freigitt rates againât Wîinipeg
ao it te .t .Tite Winnipeg City couticil
very consitterately appointeti a cointttittee front
thecir nuntier La co.opernto witit tite Cotticii of
the Boardi upoît titis quention, anti rendie any
asstistanco within thoir power. Tite joint nieet-
ings of thej two bodies resulteti in tito deterttti.
tntion te setid a depuitation front bath bodics ta
te C.P.R. authoriticsa t Mo!ntreal, to press for

a reatijtstinent of freight rates, andi to wait upon
the D)ominion Minister of Puîblic Works, ta
press upan ith tnteccesdtty for intprovemient
of the Redi River so as to give free navigation
front Lake WVinnipeg to the International
bottnclary Uine.

lut dWaittg with titis question af discriminating
rates ot thte C.P.U, yaur Counicil bat te guarti
against what C.P. M officiais evidetîtly wisheti
ta place upoti the WVinnipeg Boardi, imeiy, the
odiunt of trying ta sectire better rates for titis
city nt te expense of other cities anti towns
west of here. Every effort was titerefore matie
agrinst sucli a course being atiopted, andi a coin.
mttttes was appaititeti ta draft a circuier, ex-
piaitting the position of tho Board, a copy of
which was mailedto,1 every persan or ftrm in
tratie west of this city.

Tute rcstit of te Boarti's long.contitucu ef-
farts in titis dlirection wut, titat on June lat the
C. K.R. mnagemnent concedeti ta titis city andi
other leatiing poittts on tfteir main line weat of
itere, a reductinui of fifteen per cent. off freiglit
rates; to ail points in te west. Titis concession,
whiie faliing consitierably shtort of anythisig like
what was dlite to tihe wtolesaie tende of titis
city, was at ieast an ackttowicdgestiettt of te
justice of the dlaims se peraistently maintaineti
by yaitr Pliard.

Your Council kept ateatiily un view the ne.
cessity of secîtring saoi ainer.dmnents to the
dishionest anti nischievous lcgislation in con-
nectioti witi te relatiotihip of debtor anti
creditor passeti duriîîg te 1885 session of te
Local Legisiature, andi appoiîtted au eflicient
coniîittee ta, wait upon the LocalI Overnînent
andi press for sucb amendiuents. Titis comtmit.
tee, after usitîg every endeavar in tlcir power,
secureti ottly saine etnpty promises front ment.
bers of te Gavernntcnt, none of whlicit were
fttlfilied, andi it wu tnade plain to ail interested,
that neititer the Governinetît nnr te Legisia-
ture hall any initentioni of reinoviîtg any o~f te
objectionable features of te laws caînplaineti af.

Another grievant wlîich 'ita been kept un
agitatiotn by your Bloardi anti Cautteil, is te
disailowance of Maniteba rnilway charters cal.
culateti ta bring relief front te burdien of rail.
way monopoiy ititter wbict te prov'ince suffers.
Duritig te year te Boeard have îtseti every
possible effort Le geL relief front titis, and by
resolution, appealeti ta the City Council of
Winnipeg, asking that rcpreteîttative boudy ta,
offer a liberal, bontts ta atîy contpany, tudepen.
dent af te C. P.RIL, wich woîtlt furttieh a hune
of railway connecting the city witlt other rotttes
ta eastern tmarkets.

Yottr Board les desiroits of intpressing upon
the people of te older provinces, tat its efforts

ta geL f ree frot railway nionopaly are noL dic.
tateti by any desire te make te markets of this
provitîce in the UniLtid States. OtLiecontrarcy
its soio aitt is ta secure railway competitiait
betweetî Manitoba anti these alhier province,
wiîere te tics of Confetieration anti a systetin of
ntational tarifsa, point ta us aur natural ntarkete.
Tite Boardi adutiere t, te titeory tat trans-
portatian betwceti te Northwest anti te eout,
facilitateti anti citeapeneti, muet necessariiy in-
crease te trado lîttercourse between the Lwo.

Anotiter point ott wii tho position of your
Board in too, frcquentiy tnisreprcaented on this
question, ln that iL is actcid of dentantiing front
Lte Dotminiont a concession, witich wouiti cuLait
repuiliation of a fair agreeentt betweett Canada
attd te C. P. R. Contpany, whereas Lhe BoQrd
lias nt nta Ltte leiauce<i anythiutg boyonti the
right of Manitoba te chtarter railways ta Lte
soutitern boundary of the original province, a
limit witic in incutleti in no agreement between
Lte Domtinion anti te C. P. P. Company, but
whicinl kept closeti against railway construc.
Lion by a Goverument policy whici lias a cruait.
ing tffect upon the Northwest, is <letrimental
to, thte trade interests af the Dom iniont, anti it.
utcad of being a guard Le, is un reality a drag
tipon te prosperity of the C.P.R. Company.

Atuother important maLter, witich early un the
year recelved, attention front your Boardi, was
Lte question of the drainage andi colonizatiou of
te vacant landis aroutui te city. Your Board,

by resolution, expressecl iLs ticcideti opinion as
t, te duîty of the Local (iovernment, ta nter.
take this work af drainage atîd colonization,
anti appointeti a cammittee ta wait tapon the
Provincial Premnier attt his colieagtîes ta press
te maLter ttpon their notice-a work saiti coin-

mittce attei,ýpteci, but withoîtt sucette. lu
futct, your Council cannot but state their opin-
ion, thttt their appeais tiuring Lte past Lwo
years te te Local Oovcrnment anti te now
dcl unct Local Legisiature, have met .vith no
favorable respouse anti even scant courtesy. It
ln ta be hoped, howevcr, that witl tLwa meunhers
af te Boardi holding sents it the atewly.elected
hanse, ottr future dlaiims will receive more con.
sitieratian.

Later iti the year, yotir Boarti matie another
effort in te direction of colonization, anti ap.
pointeti a comiiiittee te collect fact8 about te
vacant landis arouni te city, anti itt other ways
see what steps coutla be Laken ta accomplish
such r work. This coînmittee has been at
work upon this dificuit anti intrie!Le untiertak-
iîîg, anti although tltey are not yet un a position
ta present a full report upot te suhject, Lhey
htave gathereti sufficient information ta saisfy
themnselve2s anti yoîtr Coutteil, that a colonization
mtuvemetnt liaving te support of those con-
cerneti, attd backed by the proper Legislative
powers, cannot but be successful, anti accent-
plish a great work for thc city of WVinnipeg anti
the whole province.

This coîttmittee have receiveti ofiers af nearly
ane milliont acres of vacant landis within Lwenty.
fitve moiles of Witnnipeg, which the owners are
prepareti to sel. In a few instances of tandi-
owners living away out of the country, andi un-
acquainteti with te great changes in -values,
witiclu have Laken place since the Il boom ' of
1881, prices rir toe higla are aiketi, 'whie in Lte
bttik of the allers te figures qitoteti are moder-


