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. THE DUTY ON PORK.

A deputation representing the Carnalian Purh Packers'
Association waited on the Minister of Customs recently and
urzed hint to rccommend the Government to increase the duty
on pork in order to further protect the Canadian pachers.
Two days afterwards the Customs Deparntment was besicged

«» hy about twenty representatives of the lumber trude in the
Ottawa Valley, protesting against any chaige o the impunt
duty on purh, but on the cuntrary arging fur a wducion,
Were the deputation measured 1y ite financial standing it
would be a heavy and solid one indhed, the aggrepate capital
represented being  estimated ot not less than twenty
million dollars.  There were present :— Messes, E. B. Eddys
E. H. Bronsun, M.INP., J. R. Bouth, G. B. Pawee, Wnn.
Mackey, E. C. Bamnett, Robert Skead, . B. Klock, W, 11,
Rowley, Hiram Robinson, \V, R. Thistle, . H. Hucdman,
A. Gilmour, jr., Rerkeley Powcll, I Bronsun, Juhn Gaiaus,
G. H. Petley, and others.

The oljects of the deputation were stated Ly Mr. Booth,
He reterred to the deputation of the Vurh Packers, they had
asked the Governmunt to place the mpart Jduty on mess pork
at one cent a ponnd and on all other fork at two cents, ot
clse make the rate of duty a uniformone of two cenis a pound.
He said the lumbermen used annually in their shanties a very
large quantity of pork, and the peculisr quatity required—
heavy mess pork= was not produced in this courntry, and they
were comnelled to import it. To increase the duty would tw
an zdditional.tax on the lumbering interest.

Mr. Eddy said the lumbermen contributed largely to the
developement of the country, and he failed 10 see why they
shouid be taxed on any article which could not be produced in
Canada. He had always conddered two dollars a barrel too
high a charge on salt pork.

Minister Bowell said the Goverament did not desite to fer-
ther tax the lumber iadustry, cithzr by the duties on pork or
in any other manner.  The question was as to how a plan
could be arrived at which would mect the views of not valy
the deputation but of the Purh Packers, as well as 1o help the
Canadian farmer.  He understoud the practice in this cosn.
try was not 10 fatten the pork as heavy ac in the United
Siates, and that thz lumbermen did not consider it profitable
to buy fean pork. As suggested by the packers, a duy
of one cent on mess pork, and two cents on all other pork,
would not matesially aficct the Jumberman, sceing that what
they imported was mess patk.

Mz, Gilmour said that was the pork used.

Mr. Booth said there was another matter he would like 0
menion, which wac stomewhat on 2 par with the peach backer
duty. He had always considered it 3 hardship that the lum.
bermen were charged a duty «of tweaty per cent. on each
larrel.

Hon. Mr. Bowell said that brough: ap the questivn of the
package clause in the tariff. I packages nere made free
altogether somé invoice of pods wanld conta:n a package
item for 1150 or three times its taluc.  Mr. Bouth had referred
to the duty on peach laskets. Well, that looked a small
thing, bat ander the taw he (M. Buwelly thought the Cus-
tom vificers weze right in their interpretation.  If our own
fruit growers had 10 pay daty on the laskets in which they
yacked their froit, where was the justice in allowing the tas-
ket containing freit growm in the Siates to come into Canada
free?  Fornstance, a Canadian fruit grower who had ten
thousand laskets of peaches 1o place on the market would,
if he imported the laskets sapposing them to cost tive cente
cach, and have to oy a doty of S123, while the American
wrower weuld not only impont his peaches free lut the base
kets also, therely having an advantage over the Canadian
grower o the amonnt of S123.

Afr. Rolinson sugpested that the duty on pork shauld be

placed at S mills per posind, s» that the government could
mzintain its principic of taxmng the packages and relicve the
Tambermen.
. Mr. Bronson said the quetion of increasing the duty an
pork was onc which affected the working classex, and it was
in the interests of the lomler twade that the werking-man
should Le ¢ »hled to live as chaaply as possitle.  He le
licved 20 inc..as= the cost of living in this way woold havea
tendency to drive our people to the United Siates.

Hoa. Mr. Boweli—I have always found that the working:
man could live as chaap or c¢heaper in Canada than inany
part of the United States.

AMr. Branson—The palicy of the Gavernment is protection
10 home indestrics, and the depatation is smply asking for
proteciion o the lamber indxg:ry.

Ar. Booth sid that a caleslation had been made recently
whichshowed that only 33 per cent. of the men who had gane
in20 the lamber indastry had been seccessfol.

Hoa. My, Bowell—All that I can nay 10 the depxation is
thatin making any recommendations 1o my oolleagues T will

|
i
{
i
|
:
!
t

—

endeavor not to interfere cither with the lumberinen or the
pork packer I Canada produced the pourh reguired fur the
shanties  would have no hiesitation in reconmending that the
duty be increased two ur three cents per pound, hut knowing
that it is not prodaced in Canada the matter is une for sctious
consideration.

TIE EXVORTY

DUTY ON SAWLOLS,

, bank,

Mr Booth sait thare was anilies aiatier which hie desitad

e bring Vefore *he Minister.  Sinee the Gorvernmont hadan
creased the Jduty i osaw logs 1, $3 a thousand an agitation
had arisen in the States in favor of increasing the import daty
cn lumlwr, and he had learned that a all was now before
Congress with that olject in view, 1€ the duty un lamber
were increasad by Congress it would I a senous matter to
the Onawa lumbeomen.

Representations had been made 1o the
that large quantics of lumber were Lang ahen from the
Georgian Bay district to a greater eatent than ever lefore and
being tonerl in rafts or Laoms to the Michigan side, and that
this practice should e put a stup to.
was to be prohibited st all or the duty placed at such a figure
as te imdace the Amencan lumbernuen to manafacture in Can-
ada it became necessary 1o inacase the duty.

Mr. Fddy said he would aut ixe one of the delegation to
the Government to ash them to rescind thar actun.
thought an export Juty of §3a thuusaml wasnut oo much.
If the Americans wanted 1o increase the Jduty on lumber,
let them.  He thought our Government had done perfectly
-tight in increasing the duty on sawlogs.

AMr. Robinsen—The lumbermen have bLeen informed that
the American Government was now considening the propricty
of mising the duty on lumber 10 33 a thoucand,

Mr. Eddy—\\ell, let them make it four Jollars.

Mr. Bronson said the lumbermen had to pay the intermed-
iate charges ixtween Ottawa and their market, and they
themselves would have to pay the duty of four dollars.

Mr. Eddy aid he had visited Michigaa this £.H, and areund
Alpena atl Soginan had sxa the lamicoen  cutung up
thousands of Canadian lgs.

Mr. Bronwm said the Ottawa lumbermen’s stiongest com-
petition came from the Southern Stxte<. Southern pine was
working further north cvery year, and it luohed very much as

. if Canadian lumbermen would soon have to accept lowes prices
* for their lumber than in the pau.

After come discussion regarding the talked of retaliation by '
United States lumbermen, which was generally conudered of

but little account, Mr. Booth eapresced hums. I of the opinion
that if the Oatario Government would enly make it campulry

on purchasers of their limits to manufacture 1n Canada, that ¥ get of the free trade prnciple.

, would be the simplest way out of the difficult;.

In reply to an enquity from Mz, Perley, Hon. Mr. Bowell |

" waidthat if the Jutal Guvernment were to sell thar hinuts con-

ditivaal vnly on the timler Ixing manufactuted in Canada,

successful operation.  The merits of these appliances, their
limitativns and adagtability to particular lucalities are tu well
known to reyuire comntent.  The latest contribution to the
equipment of the logging camp is the steam log hauler, with
which it is projased to supercede horse flesh, and at the same
time cheapen the cost of getting logs from the stump to the
This latest invention can not be said to have fairly
passad the expenimental stages yet, but the men who conrol

, the ancution, have such contidence of 1ts successfal uperaton,

that they have made tnelse w thirteen contracts to hiaal logs

this winter, and in this way will put into service all the

Gusernment |

If the export of logs

He .

wachines they have yet turned out.  Of course if they can
demonstiate, by the practical apgiication of their invention,
that maney can bie saval, they will have no difficulty in either
leasing or selling their traction sleds—for such in reality are
the new steam log haulers,  Because the steam log hauler
way work a ravaletonin logeing, the numerous expenments
which are to be tried with it this winter will be watched with
a great deal of interest.

Who knows but that the ume will come when steam will
furnish the greater pait of the power employed an the woods,
and supercede to a large estent the muscle, human and
asimal, which has herctofore been employed?  Why not a
steam traction engine to haul the logs, a steam saw 10 cut
down the trees and cut up the logs, light traction engines to

" dJo the toting over lines of travel which cannot be traverscd by

. high upon the banks,

the railraads, steam tu do the skidding and to pile the logs
Inventive skill wil! continue, undoulst.
edly, to offer new appliances from time to time, and the things
alteady mentioned, and many more not even dreamed of, are
among the uwsibilitics in the near future.  Ten years aga the
farmers of the country wauld not have thought it possible that,
say a thousand acres of grain could be harvested without the
help of a small anny of men.  Now it is accomp’ished with
two ur three men 1o cach sclf-binder.  The time may come
when vau logring operations may be carted on without illing
the camp with an army of men, the *“hovels * with a retinue
of hutsts, waen anu amwics, and the supply camp wita pro-
viswts enough o stk & wholesase grocery and a commisaon

. house.- - Visssigps Valliy Lumberiian.
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there nuuli be no wasion for an eaport duty, a< the duty |

was not imposed for revenue parposes, but umpy o mduce as
far as possible, its manufacture in Canada,

The deputatiun, aftes thanhing the Minsies fur tus counesy,

retiral,

Evolution in Logging

There has been a very decided evolution in the methods
of genting logs out in the white pince states of the nontk-
west withia the past few.vare  Plenty of snaw, 2 good
bontom aad lots of cold weather usad to be regarded as
the first requisitc for a «nccewinl logping.  But experience
has shown that the logrer who docs his skidding carly,
withont much vegard to wheather there is samw or not,
generally comes out on top. The occavions ate rare when
loze once put on the skide cannot be got to the lank.
The ice road pretty cfftcteally surmeants the diffienkies
which used to semound scasans in which the snow fall was
Light,  Dat it is entircly cvident that the acmc of secoess hae
not yet lxeen attained in logging.
ponderans ox team and a predty sulwtantial slad was deemed
sufficient for hauling logs.  But oxen have almost cniverally
given war 0 the four and sic-horss tcams, and the old-
fashioned bobs-to the immense bunks, as wide ac 3 house,
and capable of anying a load quite ax large.  The priiuitive
sprinkling cant, which tnilad itx dosble line of water in
thetracks of thae immense benk alads, was regarded, when
1t was fint 1At inlo scrvice, a3 2 medel of efiicdency, and o
camp even yet ic complete withaut one, or somcthing which
will accomplish the mme resuli. Bt the sprinkling aantis
gradmily giving way to the am road maker, which
accamplishes the same resalt as the sjvinkler with the aid of
a series of runners, super-heated with sieam.

In many localitics where the timber is compact, the log-
ging milroad. and the sicam logger have made their adwens,
and even ekl weather is not reparded as necesary 10 ther
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The time was when the ¢

EXCHANGE ECHOES.
Northwestern Lumberman.

The 1anfl bill new before the senate leaves the duty on
lumber as it avw is—32, but in spitc of the latc actun of
Canada upon the export log question, a pressure 1s bwing
brought to bear to reduce the United States customs duty—
that 1s, the democratic senators are sticking for what they can
It s hardly 1o be expected
that much will be accomplished un the protection line unul
the incoming adminisiration is estallished. By that tine the
question of retaliaung agaast Canada will be nipe for agua.
tion.

Quebes Lhisomitie,

We are glad 1o note that duging the latter pant of the
summer and {11 a quantity of lumbee has been shipped here
fur Deitish potts. Sume seven ot cight steamers have luaded
here entitely mixed cargoes of lumber and deals, and a
nuinber of steamers entire cargoes of «deals.  This is a change
we arc pleased to sce 3 o much carnrying trade besng now done
Uy stecamer, it Ixales well fos the futore that they have com-
menced to load here.  The change is owing to alterations
made last summer by the laborers, aho then agrea? that they
would work in stcamess using their own stcam winches : this
the laborers had previously declined to do, in consequence of
which cansiderable quantities of Tumber had bLeen semt to
Mozntreal, but this we hope will not be necessary an futore,
and that the money spent in shipping will go among ovr own
citizens instead of thoe 1n anather pori.  Had it not been for the
alierations to which we havealluded, it is extremely unlikely
that anc of the above named stcamers would have loaded here,
or deae more in this port than change f¥iots as she passed
from Montreal 10 sea.  There were other changes made by
the laborery sociely which we underssand have worked well
and several vessels have been loadad under the slicred miles
with satisfaction to the owners of the vessel, shippers of the
cargo, and ship laborerr.  Before the alterations in their repu-
lations were made Uy the Ship Laborers® Sodicty there were
scveral conferences Ixiween some of the shippers and the
officers of the Sacieiy. and iz is atisfactory to know that the
ctlotis made iy bk parntics resulted 1has faverally in lenesic.
ing the trade of the pott, and we shall Lo glad if more such
conferences are held when all sides of the quation can be cun-

+ sideted.

—G. A. Bachanan of Revelstrke, IL.C., has secured some
timber lands and will ereet a saw mill at Nebon, 2 new min-
ing town at the junction of the Ainsworth Knotenaw Railway
snd ¥ 2. huat rawgation on the Colambna and Arrow Lake.
The .11 wh be in operation carly in the spring.



