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The Higher Schools are naturally those from which the most im- |statesman, however, being dead, I applied to one of his former col-

Doin t results are to be expected, and which, from the English |leagues in Leyden University, whose advice M. Thorbecke to a large

Yy t of view, are best worth careful study. It is simply the truth |extent followed at the time when he was occupied in drawing up his

o2y that I have been amazed at what I have seen. It is a very |scheme of superior education. I will give you a summary of our

a y22rkable thing that although no commune is obliged to establi:i conversation. Having asked if it was not a mistake to found a

the her school—only the State is obliged to maintain five—yet at |system of education which had not Greek or Latin as its basis, he
ompregent time there is no town having a population of above 15,- | replied as follows : —

Which has not its higher school in full work. A still morere-| ¢ Allow me to observe to you that our Middle Schools are not
¥ able thing is that nowhere do the school fees exceed £5 a|intended®to produce scholars, orators, statesmen. For these there
Yo' _As an Englishman, 1 was very curious tolearn how they |are the Gymnasium and the University. Has it, moreover, been

o ¥ able to give at the rate of £5 a year an education which, in |thoroughly proved that the profound study of a modern foreigo
1 T happier England, can scarcely be obtained atall. This is what |language cannot, as mental gymnastics, take the place of the study
learn, " Tpe expense of a Higher School (not including the main- |of a dead language ? I could name to you members of Parliament
Dosi ce of the building) amount to about £1,750 per annum. Sup- |who have never given any attention to Greek and Latin, and yet
the g the school to be attended by 100 pupils (a medium estimate), | who, as orators, are on a par with the most eloquent of their col-
Therecelpts under the head of School fees do not exceed £500. |leagues. The Greeks are represented as having left to us in litera-
m,o"e thus remains a deficit of £1,250 ; but the State generally |ture and in philosophy monuments of a perfection such as modern
Vides a subsidy of 7,000 florins (about £583), and the town has|writers can never equal. Yet the Greeks studied no dead langu-
fore only to make up the difference by contributing £667. We|age that I know of. Besides, what would it serve, in the matter of
Ve supposed the school to be attended by 100 pupils. It is evi- |education, to make a theoretically perfect law, when the mass of
ﬁont that when this number is exceeded the receipts rise in propor- | the public would condemn it ? If there is one idea strongly rooted
gy This, however, is not always to the advantage of the com- |in the mind of our middle classes, it is the conviction that Greek
Wnal budget, for it should be known that in Holland a class is |and Latin are perfectly useless to any one who has not to pass
%“Uowed to contain more than thirty pupils, the result being|through the University. It was daring enough to give so large a
- & greater number necessitates thecreation of a double class, and | place in our new schools to the mathematical and physieal sciences,
Mmay require an increase in the number of teachers. Let us|to which our bourgeoisie had hitherto given so little attention. To
» also, in passing, that the communes which are not able to bear |go further and compel this class of people to study, in addition,
o, ®Xpense of a complete Higher School are authorized to establish | Greek and Latin would have been wantonly to court an inevitable
%0018 of three classes corresponding to the three lower classes of a | defeat.”
Tﬁlete school. I next ventured to point out that the programme is overloaded.
teag ¢ Communal Councils (Town Councils) may appoint such |¢ Overloaded,” replied he. ‘‘ From whom have you got this accu-

ers ag appear to them efficient. 1t is only necessary that these |sation ? From men who pass their time in their study ! Speak a

nt certificates of competency and character, and that they have | little with our manufacturers and our merchants, and they will give

x’“"lﬁenﬂy passod the examinations required by the law. There | you quite another version of the matter.” ¢ It is not said that use-
o dexﬂnpted from these examinations the bearers of certain academ- | less subjects are taught,” I went on to add ; ‘“it is urged only that
%:gl‘ees ; thus, for the mathematical and physical sciences the |too many things are taught at once, that the mind of the pupil can-
i 2ter part of the candidates are former students of the Universi- |not take them in, and that in the end his intellect will be enerv-
a }. , These are generally young doctors of science who have taken {ated” ‘‘1 understand how this objection could have been urged

}“Qh place. Holland is not slow in showing her gratitude to|in 1862 and 1863, during the discussion of the law, when expe-

1 ha rience had not yet pronounced ; but now !—at the present time our
the ove said that in the Higher Schools the school fees, although | merchants, who formerly maintained that a man of business had
AW has not fixed a maximum, do not exceed £5. For the|nothing to do with science, that it was rather an embarrassment
Ml"l‘ Schools the maximum is £1 per annum, but this figure is|than otherwise, now receive with open arms any young man hav-
ely reached. It is evident from the above that when a boy of [ing no other recommendation than that of having studied in one of
i“elve Years of age leaves the Primary School and is not immed- |our schools ; they will tell you, moreover, that at the end of five or
o0 ny obliged to earn money, his father, called in to decide whether |six weeks the new comer is more useful to them than the majority
iy 12t he shall be sent to a Middle School, has no obstacle to face [of their old emploués, grown grey in harness. There is more to
-2® matter of school fees. A foreman or superior workman in a [come ; it happens that some pupils of the middle schools, having
on to keep his son till he is 14 years of age can easily pay a|acquired a taste for the mathematical and physical sciences, wish to
a month for school fees ; £56 would be an almost insuper- | complete their education at the University. Well, they almost
p 1o O8tacle, though it is none to a father who is able to provide |always surpass those of their companions who come from the
%‘0 other wants of his son until the latter reaches the age of 17 | Gymnasia. Confess that all this is very difficult to explain if it be
Dyem’ true that in the new schools the mind of the pupil is enervated
utchman who boasted greatly of the system which his country {and atrophied.”
Sdopfced, and to whom I remarked that it might be objected| Our conversation then went on as follows:—
8 virtue of the system it was not himself, but the taxpayers,| ‘‘You maintain, then, that in your new schools everything is for
Paid for the education of his children replied eagerly, ‘“ But |the best1” ‘‘Pardon! I believe, on the contrary, that there is
0t myself a taxpayer ! Does not the system which we have |room for reform. It cannot be denied that the mediocre pupils
come simply to this—thatinstead of my being compelled to | have great difficulty in learning all that is taught them in the first
the education of my children in a few years under the form | three forms. Instead of three years, they would require four.
heavy school fees, the law allows me 30 or 40 years in which { The entire course ought to be six years.” “But, why at the first did
t under the form of a tax I As for myself persenally, it mat- {you not fix the course at six years?” ‘¢ Because we old-fashioned
Ty little ; but look at my neighbour, whose three sons are | Dutch, like all the rest of the world, have our characteristic faults.
educated at the Higher School. Change the system, his|We are a people essentially economical, but, unfortunately, we are
Would perhaps be lessened by 20 florins ; but, on the other |too anxious that our children should begin early to earn money.
the school fees would reach 8o high a figure that he could not{It was a great point gained, even, to fix the course at five years.
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&, ﬁ:hem, The case of my neighbour is not an exceptional one ; | What an outcry would there have been had we taken a year more !
) to ® case of at least one-half of the parents whosend their child- | Besides, we had not then the experience that we have now.” ¢ It

the Higher Schools. Of 100 pupils who are now attending | will then be necessary to modify the law 7” *‘ Yes, but gradually.
stablishments there would remain scarcely one-half, and it | There are some men:{;ers of our Chambers who think it will suffice
‘!%%“lequently be necessary to raise to £356 the fees to be paid |to cut out from the programme the subjects which are called super-
Nttoé‘ of them ; this figure speaks more than all the arguments|fluous. I believe it will be well not to oppose this opinion. Let
It Sether.” us commence by setting these members to work. That which will
‘l‘e lt‘i] defence of a mew order of things it is only necessary to|be superfinous in the eyes of some will be quite indispensable in
Stoy ofe argument of success, it must be confessed that the advo- | the estimation of others. Moreover, they cannot touch either the
&g an the Higher Middle Schools of Holland do not require to | mathematical and physical sciences or language, and if they end by
Pei others, By universal consent the success has surpassed |cutting out anything, a thing which appears to me very problema-

, tation ; it has been complete. Yet whoever knows human | tical, it will be of so little importance as to make scarcely any dif-
Nagg ofv'lll not be astonished to find that these schools, simply be- |ference. It will only be when the insufficiency of all these pallia-
elr success, are still the object of much criticism, particu- | tives has been well established that I have indicated toyou.” “You

: "l:llxlg the clergymen and scholars of the country. I should{believe, then, that if we should decide in England toestablish schools
g 3 w ed to learn from M. Thorbecke, himself a very dis- |similar to your Higher Middle Schools, it would be necessary to have
§ scholar, what he thought of these criticisms. That|a course of six years$” I do not venture to assert this. You




