
A STORM AT NIAGARA

different body. They were raised in Canada from old soldiers of 
the regular regiments, strengthened by a detachment of ex-soldiers 
from English regiments, which was drafted and came out to Canada 
with William Jarvis, the first Provincial Secretary, in 1792. They 
were camped at Queenstown in 1792 and in August of 1793 the 
two divisions of the regiment were stationed at York, now Toronto. 
The British War Office ordered the disbandment of the regiment in 
1802. There was a Masonic Lodge in this regiment, known as No. 
3 on the Provincial Masonic Register. Provincial Secretary Jarvis, 
who was the Provincial Grand Master for Upper Canada, issued a 
warrant establishing this lodge in 1793. It ceased work in 1802 at 
the time the regiment was disbanded.

Niagara River at Queenstown, 1792.
(From a lira icing bg Mm Simcoe.)

Fri. 17th—I desired lo drive out last evening, though everybody fore­
told an approaching thunderstorm, which Indeed came on with great 
violence when we were half way to the Landing. I feared that the lightning 
would make the horse run away, but he only started at every flash. The 
recollection that it was my own determination brought me Into danger was 
very unpleasant. However, we got back safe and In time to save the 
marquees from being blown down. Mr. Grey's and Mr. Talbot's were over­
set, but the Governor preserved ours by having the cords held until the 
violence of the storm was over. The tents were so near the river that we 
were afraid they would be blown Into It.

We were so cold and wet we were glad to drink tea. It was quite 
dark, and too windy to allow of our burning candles, and when the forked 
flashes of lightning enlightened the air I was able to drink tea. I wrapped 
ntvself up In two or three great-coats, and Intended, If the tent was blown 
down, to take shelter under the great dinner table. The rain and wind 
did not cease for two hours, and we had no means of drying our clothes 
and were obliged to sleep In a wet tent. However, we have not caught 
cold.

135


