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apparent signs of an opposite kind—the 
conflagration of a star, a moon bereft of 
atmosphere, errant comets and aerolites. 
In our own abode we have variations of 
weather, apparently accidental and some­
times noxious, atmospheric influences 
which beget plagues, ministers of destruc­
tion such as earthquakes and volcanoes. 
The plan, if plan there is, transcends our 
sense and comprehension.

Still, be it ever borne in mind, of the 
human race, progress, moral and mental, 
is the unique characteristic, and the one 
which suggests a divine plan to be fulfilled 
in the sum of things. It distinguishes man 
vitally and immeasurably from all other 
creatures. Fitful, often arrested, some­
times reversed, it does not cease. It may 
point to an ultimate solution of the enigma 
of our chequered being such as shall 
“justify the ways of God to man.” This 
may be still the world’s childhood, and the 
faith which seems to be collapsing may be 
only that of the child.

Whatever trouble, moral, social, or 
political, a great change of belief may


