
HUM a national and a commercial ne- 
eselr» »h*»« n if a corollary of out 

slain* hh a mhIIoii thaï U la a requis- 
M of out om me real levelopment. Ip a 
proposition to which up 10 this mo­
vent I have heard no lissent

Exception hah been taken lo the im- 
i.edlate necessity of building such a 
ouil exception has been taken to the 

|iolc> which we have to suggest for 
.he immediate construction of such a 
road but as to the idea itself 1 have 
never heard a word of opposition, nor 
lo I believe that such a word will be 
heard In the debate The first of these 
objections that Is to the immediate 
obstruction of such a road, can be dis­

posed of 1 believe with a single ob­
servation To those who urge upon us 
he polic> of to-morrow, and to-mor­

row, and to-morrow; to those who tell 
us. Wait, wait, wait; to those who ad­
vise us to pause, to consider, to reflect, 
to calculate and to inquire, our answer 
Is : No. this is not a time for de­
liberation, this Is a time for action. The 
flood of tide Is upon us that leads on to 
fortune, if we let it pass It may never 
recur again. If we let It pass, the voy­
age of our national life, bright as it Is 
to-day, will be bound in shallows.

Urgent Need for the Road.

We cannot wait, because time does not 
wait. we cannot wait, because, in these 
lays of wonderful development, time 
lost is doubly lost; we cannoit wait, be­
cause at this moment there Is a trans­
formation going on In the conditions 
of our national life which it would he 
felly to Ignore and a crime to overlook; 
we cannot wait, because the prairies 
of the Northwest, which for countless 
ages have been roamed over by the wild 
herds of the bison, or by the scarcely 
less wild tribes of the red man, are now 
Invaded from all sides by the white 
race. They came last year 100,000, and 
still they come In still greater num­
bers Already they are at work open­
ing the long dormant soil; already they 
are at wo. k sowing, harvesting and 
reaping. We say that to-day it is the 
duty of the Canadian government, It is 
the duty of the Canadian parliament, it 
Is the duty of all those who have a 
mandate from the people to attend to 
the needs and requirements of this fast 
growing country, to give heed to that 
condition of things. We consider that 
It is the duty of all those who sit with­
in these walls by the will of the people, 
to provide immediate means whereby 
the products of those new settlers may 
find an exit to the ocean at the least 
possible cost, and whereby, likewise, a

market may he foilin'* In »h1s r«
gion for ihnNc wh«- oil u. th*- bvestfc 
In th«- held* in »he mine* In h» «hop* 
of «h»- oldei province* Such if ou 
iuiy n is immédiat» and iniperetlv*
It is uoi ol to-morrow but if this da» 
of this hum and of ihi* minuit riedve 
gravi thaï it be nul .iireu-1» oo ate 
heaven grant thaï whilsi w» tari» av 
dispute, the trade of Canada is moi 1* 
viated to other channels and thaï a' 
ever vlgiluril competlto» dues not ink» 
to himself the trade thaï properly be 
longs to those who acknowledge (Jan 
ada us their native or theli udupteo 
land. Upon this question we feel thaï 
our position is absolutely safe and se 
cure; we feel thaï it corresponds tv th* 
heating of every Canadian heart

With regard tv tin plan which w* 
have adopted for the construction of 
the road there may be hones! and hon­
orable differences of opinion. Th» 
House knows there have have been al­
ready such differences of opinion, hon­
orable and honest, because it has been 
our misfortune to lose one of our col 
leagues upon this question. We mak» 
bold to say, however, that we stand up­
on very firm ground, and It will be m> 
duty to present to the House the rea 
sons which have led up to the polie» 
which we have adopted and the rea 
sons which we can Invoke in favor of 
<ts support

The Extension to Moncton.

Our conception that this road, in or­
der to give to the people the full bene­
fit which the» have a right to expect 
from it, should extend westward from 
the heart of the maritime provinces 
from the town of Moncton, at the Junc­
ture of the two lines which proceed 
from Halifax and from St. ohn I know 
very well that amongst those who op­
pose our policy there are a good many 
who maintain that It is sufficient that 
such a road should be constructed from 
Quebec westward to the Pacific ocean; 
that there Is no need whatever of ex­
tending that railway from Quebec to 
Moncton because, between Quebec and 
Moncton, there is already the Intercol­
onial railway. Sir, the answer which 
we have to make to this objection Is 
plain, obvious, categorical, peremptory 
and paramount; the answer is that the 
Intercolonial never was Intended, and 
never was conceived, and never was 
built for transcontinental traffic. 
The Intercolonial was first con­
ceived as a military road. 11 
was built and located for politi­
cal reasons, not from any commercial 
considerations. Far be It from me to
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