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16 Principles of Medical Ethics.

and contagious diseases ; and when pestilence pre-
vails, it is |hcxr duty to face the danger and to con-
tinue their labors for the alleviation of the suffering
people, even at the risk of their own lives.

Physicians, when called on by legally constituted
authorities, should always be ready to enlighten in-
quests and courts of justice on subjects strictly medi-
cal, such as involve questions relating to sanity,
legitimacy, murder by poison or other violent means,
and various other subjects embraced in the science of
medical jurisprudence. It is but just, however, for
them to expect due compensation for their services.

It is the duty of physicians who are frequent wit-
nesses of the great wrongs committed by charlatans,
and of the injury to health and even destruction of
life caused by the use of their treatment, to enlighten
the public on these subjects, and to make known the
injuries sustained by the unwary from the devices and
pretensions of artful impostors.

Physicians ought to recognize and by legitimate
patronage to promote the profession of pharmacy, on
the skill and proficiency of which dcpmds the relia-
bility of remedies, but any pharmacist who, although
educated in his own profession, is not a qualified
physician, and who assumes to prescribe for the sick,
ought not to receive such countenance and support.
Any druggist who dispenses deteriorated or sophisti-
cated drugs, or who substitutes one remedy for
another designated in a prescription, ought thereby
to forfeit the recognition of physicians.
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