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Trincomalc is the moft invaluablu ponefficn'

to the Crown of England, which fhe can re-

tain in the Eaft-Indies. Its central pofition

near the fouthcrn extremity of the peninfula,

prote6\ing both coafts, overhanging Ncga-

patam and Pondicheny, while it {ccurcs

Madras, and all our eftablifhments in the

B»y of Bengal ;—the excellence and fecuvify

of the Bay, in which the whole navy of Eng-

land may ride fccure during all the fury of

the Monfoon, at a time when the French

muft be under a necefhty of returning to

the iflands of Mauritius Even all

the adventitious circum (lances attending it-^-—

the uncommon faiubrity of the air, the im-

menfe quantities of excellent fifh taken in the

harbour, the prodigious plenty of fowl and

animal food with which the furrounding

woods abound—All thefe local qualities con-

fpire to render the pofTefTion of Trincomale

an objeft of the highefl; national importance.

But thefe advantages, numerous and eflential

2S they muft be confeffed, are eclipfed in the

lecent and ineftimable benefit, derived from

its being in our polleffion during the prefent

war. I will venture to affert, that had Tr?n-

comale been in the hands of France, or even
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